Ms Amy Ackroyd

International Science and Innovation Unit

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

1 Victoria Street

London SW1H OET

20 December 2010

Dear Ms Ackroyd

EU FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME

On behalf of Business Voice WM, may we welcome the Government’s decision to review the EU Framework Programme. Further information regarding the business representative organisations that are members of Business Voice WM are contained in the link as below:

www.businessvoicewmw.org.uk
A hard copy of this submission has been sent to you in the post.
The focus of our submission is to propose that the Government uses its offices to streamline the European Commission procedures that businesses and other partners have to adopt to access future FP8 programmes. 

We believe the procedures that are currently in place are far too onerous, especially for SMEs who have little time and resource to invest in these applications. For a small business to obtain R&D funding, it can not simply request funding with a clear business case supporting its application.

Instead, the small business, before completing an application form, need to find a company or academic institution to team up with that would be able to undertake the research work. 

As the European Commission stated under its FP6 programme:

“The core research work of the Framework Programmes is undertaken by projects that are structured as a collaboration between a group of partners who share tasks and responsibilities”. 

The drawbacks with this procedure are, therefore, two fold. It does not allow for investment in a company’s existing R&D capability and it is a time consuming process for a small business that can not spare much time and may not wish to go down this path if, after much effort, there is a possibility its funding application could be refused.

The outgoing Regional Development Agency for the West Midlands had commissioned a private company, Beta Technology, to provide a match making service between the potential applicant for funds and a research partner. However, this service was little known and it did not address the unnecessary hurdles that are in place to try and access these funds.  

We propose these procedures are changed so that the European Commission reverses its procedures and allows a business to make an application for funding – in principle.

This application would have to present a clear business case for accessing public funds and each application would be judged on its own merits. If the application was agreed in principle then the applicant could seek a research partner before resources are released. 

We recognise that it would be impractical and unrealistic for the European Commission to process such applications at such an early stage. Therefore a body based in each member state – possibly at a sub national level – could process applications on behalf of the European Commission in the first instance. 

This is a far more efficient way to ensure that public money is spent wisely, while not wasting the valuable time and resources of an SME in what could be a fruitless application. 

If we are to ensure that there is a bigger take up of R&D grants then it is critical that the process to access these funds are improved – while ensuring public money is spent wisely.

Please do not hesitate in contacting Business Voice WM if we can be of any assistance. 

Yours sincerely,

James Watkins

Executive Director

www.businessvoicewm.org.uk
