THIS CONSULTATION HAS NOW CLOSED
	Family 

Justice 

Review


	Family Justice Review, Interim Report
Questionnaire


  
Please send your response by 12:00 noon on 23 June 2011 by email to familyjusticereview@justice.gsi.gov.uk, or by post to Family Justice Review Team, Ministry of Justice, 102 Petty France, London SW1H 9AJ.
  
Towards a Family Justice System
Question 1: Do you agree with the proposed role that the Family Justice Service should perform?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.
	     


Question 2: Ensuring that a child’s voice, wishes and feelings are central to the Family Justice Service is crucial. What would you recommend as the crucial safeguards to enable this to happen?
 
	     


Question 3: Do you agree that children should be offered a choice as to how voice can be heard in cases that involve them, including speaking directly to the court?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.

	     


Question 4: Do you agree that there should be a single family court?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.

	     


Question 5: Do you agree that the changes we have proposed to the judiciary – including greater continuity, specialism and management – will lead to improvements in the operation of the family justice system?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.

	     


Question 6: Do you agree that case management principles, in respect of the conduct of both private and public law proceedings, should be introduced in legislation?

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Please give reasons.

	     


Question 7: What changes are needed to the culture and skills of people working in family justice and how best can they be achieved?
 
	     


Question 8: Do you have any other comments you wish to make on our proposals for system management and reform?
 
	     


Public Law (Chapter 4)

Question 9: Do you agree with our proposals to refocus the role of the court?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.
	


Question 10: Do you think a six-month limit with suitable exceptions, for all section 31 care and supervision cases should be introduced? 

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

What should those exceptions be?
	         


Question 11: Do you agree the timetable for the child should be strengthened? 

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

What are the elements that need to be taken into account when formulating it?

	     


Question 12: Do you think our approach to the strengthening of judicial case management is correct?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.

	     


Question 13: What criteria should be used in the decision whether or not to appoint experts? And should the judge draft the letter of instructions?
 
	     


Question 14: Under a proportionate working system, what are the core tasks that a guardian needs to undertake in care proceedings? 
	     


Question 15: Could there be a greater role for other dispute resolution services in support of the public law court process?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.

	     


Question 16: Do you have any other comments you wish to make on our proposals for public law?
 
	     


Private Law (Chapter 5)

Question 17: Do you agree there is a need for legislation to more formally recognise the importance of children having a meaningful relationship with both parents post-separation?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons.
	     


Question 18: Do you agree with the proposals to remove the terms ‘contact’ and ‘residence’ and to promote the use of Parenting Agreements?
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons. 
	     


Question 19: Do you agree that there should be a requirement to consider dispute resolution services prior to making an application to court?

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons. 
	     


Question 20: Do you agree with the processes we outline for the resolution of private law disputes?

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please give reasons. 
	     


Question 21: Which urgent and important circumstances should enable an individual to be exempt from the assessment process for Dispute Resolution Services?
 
	     


Question 22: What do you think are the core skills required for mediators undertaking an assessment?
 
	     


Question 23: Is there any merit in introducing penalties, through a fee charging regime, to reflect a person’s behaviour in engaging with Dispute Resolution Services, including the court?

 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	     


Question 24: Do you have any other comments you wish to make on our proposals for private law?
 
	     


Implementation

Question 25: Do you have any comments about how these proposals might best be implemented?
 
	     


About you

	Full name

	     

	Capacity in which you are responding to this consultation exercise
 
Date
	General Public 
 
With experience of the system:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mother
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Father
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Child
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grandparent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other – please specify 
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Person with no experience of the system – please specify

     
Professional
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Judge
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Magistrate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Solicitor

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Barrister

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Worker

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Guardian
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3rd Sector staff
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Expert
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Legal Advisor

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mediator
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Court Staff
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other – please specify
     
     


	

	Company name/organisation (if applicable)
	     



	Address
	     


	Postcode
	     

	


 FORMCHECKBOX 

If you would like us to acknowledge receipt of your response please tick this box (emailed responses will be acknowledged automatically).
	Address to which this acknowledgement should be sent, if different from above
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