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	Our reference: FOI-81743
	

	April 2013


Freedom of Information Request 

You asked for the following information from Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS):

“My request concerns items confiscated at Southend courts. Specifically I would like to know: 

How many items were confiscated from people by court security staff at Southend Magistrates’ Court in the twelve months to date?

What were the items that were found?

What was the reason for each of the items’ confiscation?
How many items were confiscated from people by court security staff at Southend Crown Court in the twelve months to date?

What were the items that were found?

What was the reason for each of the items’ confiscation? “

If you do hold information of the above description, please supply it to me by providing electronic copies of the material to this email address, or hard copies to postal address above. 
If you require any further details in order to comply with this request, please contact me straightaway. Please acknowledge receipt of this request, and I look forward to receiving the information requested within 20 working days. 
Yours faithfully, Ian Weinfass Journalist


Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

The table at the end of this letter provides details over the past 12 Months. I have obtained this information from records held by an organisation contracted to HMCTS and, additionally, records held by the court.  I have also added some explanatory notes about the figures provided.
HMCTS takes the issue of security within courts extremely seriously and has a robust security and safety system to protect all court users and the Judiciary.

 

This system includes mandatory bag searches, metal detectors and surveillance cameras, as well as court security officers who have legislative powers to protect all those in the court building.  The powers of the court security officers include the ability to restrain and remove people from the building should there be a need.

 

Our security system is continually monitored to ensure that it is effective and proportionate and mitigates against the risks faced.

You may also wish to note that we do not automatically confiscate items under the Courts Act, but try where possible to obtain their surrender at the point on entry.  Under s.54 (2) of the Courts Act, items are only seized where people refuse to surrender items when requested to do so.  Such actions are taken where we have security concerns, as part of the measures we take to protect court users and the Judiciary.  
	Month
	Replica Firearms
	Genuine Firearms
	Fixed Blade Knives
	> 3" Blade (Knives)
	< 3" Blade (Knives)
	Tools
	Cameras
	Recorders
	Alcohol
	Other
	Total

	Feb-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Mar-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	1
	0
	5

	Apr-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	4

	May-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	4

	Jun-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	9
	0
	0
	0
	11

	Jul-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Aug-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	7
	2
	0
	0
	10

	Sep-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	1
	0
	0
	9

	Oct-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	4

	Nov-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Dec-12
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3

	Jan-13
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	11

	Feb-13
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	1
	7

	Total
	0
	0
	0
	0
	11
	1
	57
	6
	1
	1
	77


Notes

a) ‘Other’ Items seized

The category ‘Other’ comprises items that were considered to be a security risk within a court environment and did not fall into the categories that are otherwise listed in the table.  Items may have included, for example, a glass bottle, scissors, lighter fuel, or darts.  I provide these examples for illustration purposes, only.  The examples should not be viewed as a comprehensive list of the sorts of items seized, and which were recorded in that category.

b) Southend Crown and Magistrates’ Courts

Southend Crown and Magistrates’ Courts are co-located (i.e. the courts are within the same site) and so the statistics we hold covers both courts.  I am unable to isolate and provide separate statistics for each court.
c) Action taken
· If a knife is deemed legal to own, the person wanting his or her knife returned is required to write to the court and request its return at a later date.   This practice applies, for example, where somebody might attend court and have a penknife in his or her possession. In relation to the statistics in the table above, this would apply to knives with a blade that is less than 3” long.

· Knives that exceed 3” are reported to the police immediately

· Fixed Blade knives are reported to the police immediately

· Genuine Firearms are reported to the police immediately

· Replica Firearms are reported to the police within 24 hours
· Items such as tools, cameras, recording equipment, alcohol and other items are only retained for the period their owners are at court. Afterwards, these items are returned to their owners




