[image: image1.emf][image: image1.emf]

	
	

	
	

	April 2013
	

	Our Reference: FoI /81993
	


Freedom of Information Request 

You asked the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) for the following:
Please could you let me have the official definitions and responsibility for the various types of prison establishments i.e. Local, Training, Dispersals etc.

Your request has been passed to me because I have responsibility for answering requests relating to the National Offender Management Service (NOMS).  Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA).

I can confirm that NOMS holds the information that you have requested which I have laid out below in table 1.

Table: 1

	Functions 
	Definitions 

	Male Category B

Male Category C

Female Closed
	Closed training prisons provide a range of facilities for Category B and Category C adult male prisoners and closed condition adult females who are serving medium to long-term sentences. Prisoners tend to be employed in a variety of activities such as prison workshops, gardens and education and in offending behaviour programmes.

	Male Dispersal
	These prisons hold the most difficult and dangerous prisoners in England and Wales including those assessed as Category A. They serve to spread the Category A population, ensuring that the most dangerous prisoners are not concentrated in a single establishment, thereby reducing the risk involved in holding them.

	Female local
Male local
	Local prisons serve the courts and receive remand and post conviction prisoners, prior to their allocation to other establishments.

	Female open

Male open
	Open prisons house Category D adult male prisoners and Open condition adult females whose risk if absconding is considered to be low, or who are of little risk to the public because of the nature of their offence. Open prisons also house long-term prisoners who are coming towards the end of their sentence and who have gradually worked their way down the categories. Open prisons are part of the resettlement programme to reintegrate prisoners back into society. Whilst Open prisons may have some workshop facilities, some of the prisoners will work in the community, returning to the prison in the evening.

	Male closed YOI
(ages 15-21)
	Young Offender Institutions (YOIs) holding Young Adults (18 to 21 years old). May also include young people (aged 15 to 17) who are held separately from adults within the establishment.

	Male YOI young people (ages 15 – 17)
	Young Offender Institutions (YOIs) holding young people (15 to 17 years old).

	Male open YOI
	Open YOI prisons house young adult prisoners whose risk of absconding is considered to be low, or who are of little risk to the public because of the nature of their offence.

	Semi open
	Semi open prisons (also known as Resettlement prisons) serve a similar function to open prisons, though they are aimed at resettling long-term prisoners rather than those who may have been classified as Category D from the outset. Prisoners may, subject to an assessment of risk, undertake community or paid work.

	Cluster
	Cluster prisons may contain a number of prisons with different functions.


The information has been drawn from administrative IT systems, which as with any large scale recording system are subject to possible error with data entry and processing.

