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Executive summary
Demand on the system


Although there has been a fall in crime against households and individuals, the
costs of crime to society remain high (estimated at £36.2 billion in 2003). The
majority of these costs are borne by victims.



The increased use of out of court disposals and the falls in crime have not reduced
pressures on criminal courts and offender management services. There has been
an increasing demand on probation service capacity, although this has levelled off
in the last two years. The adult prison population has risen substantially, driven by
more offenders serving longer sentences, stricter enforcement of sentences
(specifically more offenders being recalled to prison and spending longer in custody
once recalled) and a more serious mix of offences coming before the courts.
Criminal justice system expenditure has gone up, particularly in the prison and
offender management parts of the system.

Changes in disposals


The most serious and prolific adult offenders are sentenced to custody. The use of
custody has increased over the last twenty years, especially for serious offenders,
and sentences have lengthened. There has been growth in the volumes sentenced
for violence against the person, sexual offences and drugs offences and these
groups in particular have seen increases to their custody rates and the length of
time they are serving in prison.



Fines are inexpensive to administer, and offer opportunities for reparation to victims
and society. They remain the most common disposal for adults but their use has
been declining over the last decade, especially for indictable offences. A greater
use of community sentences for similar offences over the same period suggests the
two are related to each other and that there has been upwards drift in severity of
disposals given for indictable offences. There is scope to increase the use of
rehabilitative requirements in community sentences.



There has been an increase in the use of out of court disposals in the youth
system, with these now representing the majority of youth disposals. The number of
juveniles sentenced to custody has fallen. The use of community sentences for
young offenders has increased.

Characteristics of offenders


The majority of offenders come into contact with the criminal justice system only
once. A small proportion reoffend very frequently and are not well covered by
existing interventions. Reoffending rates for those released from community and
custodial sentences remain high, with those released from short custodial
sentences having the highest reconviction rates. Recent analysis suggests that
community sentences are more effective at reducing reoffending than short prison
sentences, and cautions are slightly more effective than fines.



The majority of offenders have a wide range of social problems which are often
associated with high reoffending rates.
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Effectiveness of courts and offender management


There is a developing evidence base to inform how the aims of the criminal justice
system might be delivered more efficiently and effectively. This includes:
 the potential for greater gains through prevention, early intervention, diversion
and resettlement;
 ensuring that interventions are targeted and tailored to match the characteristics
of individual offenders, and improving knowledge on the best sequencing of
interventions;
 using the developing evidence base on desistance, to improve understanding of
how and why people stop offending and the role of practitioners in supporting
this process;
 making greater use of restorative justice and other approaches which enable
greater reparation to the victim or community.

Delivery systems


Given the demands on the criminal justice system and the current financial
resource climate there is scope to increase effectiveness and efficiency through the
use of different delivery systems. A number of approaches – which encourage and
provide incentives for local joint working and greater focus on outcomes – have
been tried in other sectors in the UK and abroad.



There is a strong case for investing in rehabilitation. The economic and social costs
of crime are far greater than those costs which offenders place on public services.
Focusing on rehabilitation could therefore generate significant benefits to society
through having fewer victims of crime, less damage and destruction of property and
more offenders becoming productive members of society. In addition, there could
be cost savings to government through reduction in demand for services, such as
the criminal justice system, and increases in taxable earnings.



The evidence suggests that particular gains can be made by focusing strategies on
prolific offenders because this group places the greatest demand on the system,
causes the greatest costs to victims and wider society, and is typically dealt with
through short custodial sentences where there is limited scope for intervention.
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Chapter One: Report overview

Purpose
1.1

This report has been produced by the Ministry of Justice’s Analytical Services
Directorate to provide a context for the policy options set out in the Green Paper
‘Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders’. It summarises the main findings emerging from our assessment of
a variety of evidence sources that we have reviewed to support policy
development on rehabilitation and sentencing in recent months. This evidence
includes published research and statistics as well as bespoke analyses of
survey and administrative data.

1.2

The Ministry of Justice’s assessment of the costs and benefits of the proposals
in the Green Paper is included in the Impact Assessment which accompanies
the Green Paper. This report offers our summary of a wider range of evidence
but should not be seen as a fully comprehensive review of all evidence in the
area.

Main findings

Demand on the system (Chapter Two)
Although there has been a fall in crime against households and individuals, the
costs to society remain high.
1.3

Crime reported in the British Crime Survey has fallen by 45 per cent from its
peak in 1995 but has been broadly flat since 2004/05 (figure 1.1)

Figure 1.1: Annual number of incidents reported in the British Crime Survey (BCS) and
crimes recorded by the police (thousands); 1989 - 2009/10.
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The majority of the costs of crime to society – which were estimated at £36.2
billion in 2003 – are borne by victims.
1.4

The Home Office’s costs of crime work produced a comprehensive estimate of
the social costs of crime. This estimated that the total cost of crimes against
individuals and households in 2003/04 was around £36.2 billion at 2003 prices.
These comprised:
 costs incurred in anticipation of crime, such as defensive expenditure (e.g.
burglar alarms) (two per cent of the total costs);
 costs incurred as a consequence of crime – these include the physical and
emotional impact on the victim and the value of any property stolen (78 per
cent of total costs);
 costs incurred in response to crime, including the costs to the criminal justice
system (20 per cent of total costs).

1.5

The single largest component of the cost of crime is the physical and emotional
impact on victims, accounting for half the total cost. Average costs of crime
vary between offence categories. Personal crimes with a large estimated
emotional and physical impact, such as wounding, are far more costly on
average than property crime.

There has been increased use of out of court disposals in bringing offences to
justice, although this has dropped off in the last few years.
1.6

The use of out of court disposals such as cautions, cannabis warnings or
Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) increased rapidly for both adults and
youths during the mid-2000s then reduced in 2007/08. These changes
coincided with the introduction of the Offences Brought To Justice (OBTJ) target
in 2002 and its subsequent replacement in 2008 with a revised target designed
to focus effort on bringing more serious offences to justice. This target has now
been removed.

1.7

The recent decline in the use of out of court disposals for juveniles has had a
large downward impact on the number of juvenile first-time entrants to the
criminal justice system.
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Figure 1.2: Number of offences brought to justice for all offenders by outcome 1998/99 2009/10 (thousands).
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Figure 1.3: Total number of offenders who received an out of court disposal by type 1989
- 2009.
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Changes in crime and increased use of out of court disposals have had limited
impact on the overall demands on courts. While there has been a reduction in
caseload in magistrates’ courts, there has been a substantial increase in the
Crown Court workload, reflecting the higher proportion of both serious and
prolific offenders that are coming before the courts.
1.8

Falls in the number of offenders sentenced for certain offence groups have
been offset by increases in the number of offenders sentenced for other offence
groups, particularly those which can attract longer sentences, such as violent
and drug offences (figure 1.4).

Figure 1.4: Change in total number of offenders sentenced by offence group 1999 - 2009.
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There has been an increasing demand on probation capacity, although this has
levelled off in the last two years.
1.9

There has been an overall increase in the use of community sentences
(including Suspended Sentence Orders from 2005) from 1993 to 2009, in both
overall volumes and as a proportion of offenders (from 8 per cent to 17 per
cent) sentenced in court. There has also been a continued growth in the overall
number of offenders serving custodial sentences of 12 months or more who
require supervision from the Probation Service on release from custody. Over
the past two years, growth in the probation caseload (supervision on licence
and on community order) has levelled off (figure 1.5).
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Figure 1.5: Total Offender Management Caseload in different parts of the system 1993 2010.
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The adult prison population has risen substantially.
1.10

The overall prison population has almost doubled since 1993 (figure 1.6). This
has mainly been due to more offenders serving longer sentences, stricter
enforcement of sentences (specifically more offenders being recalled to prison
and then spending longer in custody once recalled) and a more serious mix of
offences coming before the courts.
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Figure 1.6: Total population in prison and total prisoners per 100,000 of the general
population 1989 - 2010 i .
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The latest 2009 mid-year population estimates were published by the Office for National Statistics on 24
June 2010. It is anticipated that 2010 mid-year population estimates will become available in May/June
next year.
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1.11

The introduction of Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPPs) has resulted in
continuing growth in the prison population. The number of people on IPPs on 5
July 2010 was 6,130 and continues to rise. By 5 July 2010 only 140 offenders
had been released from IPP sentences ii .

1.12

Since 2008 the growth in the prison population has been slowing, partly
reflecting measures introduced in the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act
2008. Additionally there has been a sharp decrease in the number of young
people (aged 15 to 17) in prison over this period.

1.13

Fifteen per cent of the adult prison population is made up of defendants or
offenders held on remand. Just under two-thirds of those on remand were
untried; the remaining third of the remand population had been convicted but
not yet sentenced. In 2009, of those adults who were remanded in custody, 13
per cent were acquitted and a further 23 per cent did not receive a custodial
sentence. In June 2010 iii 603 juveniles were on remand, amounting to 28 per
cent of the total juvenile custodial population. Data for 2009 shows that of all
juveniles remanded in custody, 16 per cent were then acquitted and a further 35
per cent did not get a custodial sentence.

Criminal justice system expenditure has gone up.
1.14

An estimated £35 billion was spent on public order and safety in the UK in
2009/10. Half of this was spent on police services, a fifth on law courts
(including legal aid) and an eighth on prisons and offender management. Total
spending on public order and safety has increased by over half in real terms
since 1996/97 (figure 1.7). Over the same period, spending on prisons and
offender management has increased by three-quarters in real terms, up by £1.9
billion from £2.6 billion in 1996/97 to £4.6 billion in 2009/10 (figure 1.8) iv .

Figure 1.7: Public order and safety expenditure split by area (£billions) 2009/2010.
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Figure 1.8: Prisons and offender management spend in real terms 1996/97 – 2009/10.

Year

Prisons and offender
management real spend £billion
(2009/10 prices)

1996/97
1997/98
1998/99
1999/00
2000/01
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2002/03
2003/04

2,628
2,734
2,915
2,935
3,099
3,196
3,451
3,466

2004/05
2005/06
2006/07
2007/08
2008/09
2009/10

3,569
3,973
4,097
4,462
4,727
4,574

The overall pattern of disposals does not optimise criminal justice
system outcomes (Chapter Three)
The use of custody has increased over the last twenty years, especially for
serious offenders.
1.15

The use of custody has increased for adults over the last 20 years, and
sentences have got longer. There has been growth in the volumes sentenced
for violent, sexual and drug offences and these groups in particular have seen
increases to their custody rates and length of time they are serving in prison.

1.16

The courts sentence around 100,000 offenders to immediate custody each year
(100,190 in 2009). Of those sentenced to immediate custody around two thirds
(64,529 offenders in 2009) are given ‘short sentences’ of less than 12 months;
this is around five per cent of all those sentenced by all courts each year. As a
proportion of the total population in custody, prisoners serving short sentences
have declined, as average sentences have got longer.

Fines remain the most common disposal for adults but their use has been
declining. Over the same period, the use of community sentences for adult
offenders has increased.
1.17

12

Fines are relatively inexpensive to administer, and offer opportunities for
reparation to victims and society as well as punishing offenders, but their use
has been declining over the past decade, especially for indictable offences. A
greater use of community sentences for similar offences over the same period
suggests the two trends are connected and that there has been upwards drift in
the severity of disposals given for indictable offences. Community sentences
are now the most common adult disposal for indictable offences. There is scope
to increase the use of rehabilitative requirements in community sentences.
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There has been an increase in the use of out of court disposals in the youth
system, with these now representing the majority of youth disposals.
1.18

The majority of young offenders (53 per cent in 2009, compared with 38 per
cent for adults) are now dealt with out of court. Custody rates for juveniles have
reduced slightly as a proportion of all court disposals in the last twenty years
from 6.5 per cent in 1989 to 6.1 per cent in 2009, and the population of juveniles
in custody reached its lowest point for over a decade in June 2010. The use of
community sentences for young offenders has increased.

Characteristics of offenders (Chapter Four)
Around a third of men are likely to have received a criminal conviction by age 40.
1.19

Fifteen per cent of males born in 1963 had a conviction by age 18 and 33 per
cent had a conviction by age 40. However, the majority of the general
population do not commit serious offences.

The majority of offenders come into contact with the criminal justice system only
once.
1.20

In 2008, 21 per cent of the 84,200 juveniles receiving their first reprimand, final
warning or conviction reoffended within a year. There were 208,800 adults who
received a caution or conviction for the first time in 2008 of whom nine per cent
reoffended within the first year.

A small proportion reoffend very frequently and are not well covered by existing
interventions.
1.21

There are around 16,000 offenders a year who have been convicted 75 times or
more (figure 1.9). These highly prolific offenders mainly commit acquisitive
crimes – such as shoplifting and burglary - and have very high reconviction
rates – 75 per cent are reconvicted within a year.

Figure 1.9: Number and percentage of offenders in 2005/06 cohort banded by number of
previous offences.
Number of previous
offences
No previous offences
1-9
10 - 24
25 - 49
50 - 74
75 or more
Total

1.22

Number of
offenders
311,672
261,776
86,880
51,747
20,889
15,927
748,891

Percentage of
offenders
41.6%
35.0%
11.6%
6.9%
2.8%
2.1%
100.0%

In the 2005/06 financial year, highly prolific offenders accounted for only two per
cent of the offenders cautioned or convicted during the year, but were
responsible for around a quarter of the proven offences committed previously
by the whole group.
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1.23

This group do not receive many rehabilitative interventions while in custody, as
many prison interventions are capable of being delivered only to offenders who
are sentenced to longer periods in custody (often more than 12 months) v . For
this highly prolific group, 86 per cent of their prison sentences were for less than
12 months.

Reconviction rates of those released from prison or starting community
sentences remain high.
1.24

Reconviction rates for adults released from prison or starting a community
sentence have varied between 38.6 and 45.4 per cent between 2000 and 2008.
The 2008 rate at 40.1 per cent is lower than in 2000 when it stood at 43 per
cent but has increased since its lowest point in 2006 (38.6 per cent). The recent
rise mainly reflects an increase in those with more than ten previous offences
(figure 1.10).

Figure 1.10: Adult reconviction rates (number of offences per 100 offenders) by number
of previous offences, Q1 2000 to Q1 2008.
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1.25

v

Regardless of the nature of the sanction, the majority of adult offenders
receiving custodial or community sentences reoffend. Almost three quarters of
offenders who either left prison or started a community sentence in the first
three months of 2000 had been reconvicted within nine years (figure 1.11).

The exception to this is drug interventions, with many clinical and psychosocial (CARAT) interventions
delivered under the Integrated Drug Treatment System being aimed at prisoners in their first 28 days in
custody.
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Figure 1.11: Reconviction rates of all adult offenders receiving custodial or community
sentences in 2000 by follow-up period.
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1.26

Juvenile proven reoffending has followed a more consistent downward trend
and was 37.3 per cent in 2008 compared with 40.2 per cent in 2000 (figure
1.12). The proven reoffending rates for juveniles released from custody and
community sentences are much higher than the overall juvenile proven
reoffending rate (74 per cent and 68 per cent respectively).

Figure 1.12: Adult and juvenile reoffending rates, Q1 2000 to Q1 2008.
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Those released from short custodial sentences have the highest reconviction
rates.
1.27

Reconviction rates for adults discharged from custody are higher than for those
given community sentences. Highest of all are for those released from short
custodial sentences (less than 12 months): 61 per cent of those released from a
short sentence were reconvicted within a year, compared with 49 per cent of the
total population discharged from custody. This partly reflects the prolific
offending history of this short sentence group.

Recent analysis suggests that community sentences are more effective at
reducing reoffending than short prison sentences, and cautions are slightly
more effective than fines.
1.28

Proven reoffending by those offenders commencing probation supervision (both
community orders and suspended sentence orders) in 2007 was seven
percentage points lower than for those who had served short-term custodial
sentences (under 12 months) after controlling for differences between
offenders.

1.29

Between 2005 and 2007 proven reoffending rates for those receiving cautions
were up to 2.7 percentage points lower than for those offenders receiving a fine
or a conditional discharge after controlling for differences between offenders.

The majority of offenders have a wide range of social problems which are often
associated with high reoffending rates.
1.30

Offenders have a variety of social problems such as a lack of or low
qualifications, lack of employment, accommodation needs, and drugs and/or
alcohol misuse. These factors are also associated with higher rates of
reoffending on release from prison. These problems need to be taken into
account and tackled when developing and delivering strategies for reducing
reoffending.

There is a developing evidence base to inform how the aims of the
CJS might be delivered more efficiently and effectively (Chapter
Five)
1.31

There is good evidence from the UK and internationally that
cognitive/motivational programmes and sex offender treatment programmes
can reduce reoffending; and there is promising evidence about the impact of
drug treatment programmes, education, training and employment, and
violence/anger management programmes. The evidence also highlights the
importance of targeting and tailoring interventions to the characteristics of
individual offenders, and the value to be gained of improving our knowledge on
the best sequencing of interventions.

1.32

Research has also consistently identified the merits of skilled case
management in improving the outcomes of offenders’ sentences and suggests
that the supervisory relationship plays an important role in securing compliance.
The developing evidence base on desistance offers an improved understanding
of how and why people stop offending and the role of practitioners in supporting
this process.
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1.33

For youth offenders there is evidence to suggest that family-based and
parenting interventions may effect a positive change on the factors associated
with offending (e.g. reductions in levels of anti-social behaviour, truancy, drug
and alcohol problems, social and communication skills; self-esteem; and skills
for coping with peer pressure) and reduce future reoffending.

1.34

Diversion out of or away from the criminal justice system (or into specialist
provision within the system) can help offenders to address their problems and
desist from offending. Problematic drug or alcohol use, and mental health
issues, can all be related to offending behaviour; treatment through diversion
schemes has been shown to have success. In particular, diversion of drugusing offenders into treatment (in the United States and Canada) has been
demonstrated to be effective.

1.35

For both adult and juvenile offenders, post-custody resettlement support has
been shown to be effective in reducing future reoffending.

There is scope for offenders to provide more reparation to victims or the
community throughout the criminal justice system.
1.36

Currently, reparation to victims and society is mainly provided through financial
penalties, out of court disposals or through unpaid work carried out in the
community. Young offenders have more opportunity to provide reparation
through their current disposals: reparation orders, referral orders and youth
rehabilitation orders.

1.37

A wide range of restorative justice approaches are used at various stages of the
criminal justice process in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Germany and
Northern Ireland. Evidence suggests that many of these approaches have a
positive impact on victim satisfaction and have a positive impact on reducing
reoffending in some circumstances. These impacts have also been
demonstrated in pilots run in England.

There is a strong economic and social case for investing in
rehabilitation (Chapter Six)
1.38

Given the demands on the system and the current financial resource climate,
there is scope to increase effectiveness and efficiency through the use of
different delivery systems. A number of approaches - which encourage and
provide incentives for local joint working and greater focus on outcomes – have
been tried in other sectors in the UK and abroad. Not all of these have been
fully evaluated yet but some of the early results are promising and offer practical
lessons for applying these ideas to the criminal justice context in England and
Wales.

1.39

There is a strong case for investing in rehabilitation. The economic and social
costs of crime are far greater than those costs which offenders place on public
services. Focusing on rehabilitation could therefore generate significant benefits
to society through having fewer victims of crime, less damage and destruction
of property and more offenders becoming productive members of society. In
addition, there could be cost savings to government through reduction in
demand for services, such as the criminal justice system, and increases in
taxable earnings.
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1.40

18

The evidence suggests that particular gains can be made by focusing strategies
on prolific offenders because this group places the greatest demand on the
system, causes the greatest costs to victims and wider society, and is typically
dealt with through short custodial sentences where there is limited scope for
intervention.
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Chapter Two: Demand on the system
Overview
2.1

There are growing challenges to the criminal justice system in managing
offenders and delivering value for money. Although crime levels have fallen in
recent years, the costs to society remain high – estimated at £36.2 billion in
2003. The majority of these costs are borne by victims and include physical
and emotional impact, as well as the value of any property stolen or damaged.
The use of out of court disposals in bringing offences to justice has increased
over the last decade, although this has dropped off in the last few years,
corresponding to the introduction, amendment and then abolition of the target to
bring more offences to justice.

2.2

The fall in crime and increase in the use of out of court disposals has not,
however, led to a reduction in pressure on the criminal justice system. There
has been an increasing demand on probation capacity, although this has
levelled off in the last two years. The adult prison population has risen
substantially, driven by more offenders serving longer sentences, stricter
enforcement of sentences (specifically breaches) and a more serious mix of
offences coming before the courts. As a result, spending on the criminal justice
system has gone up, particularly on prisons and offender management.

Trends in crime
Total crime against individuals, aged 16 years and over living in private
households, as measured by the British Crime Survey, has fallen from its peak in
1995.
2.3

Crime reported in the British Crime Survey 1 in 2009/10 has fallen by 45 per cent
from its peak in 1995 but has been broadly flat since 2004/05 (figure 2.1).
Although the reductions were spread across most crime types, the main
changes between 1995 and 2009/10 consisted of:
 reductions in vehicle-related crime (33 per cent of the total fall in crime);
 reductions in burglary and other household theft (24 per cent of the total fall
in crime), and common assault (18 per cent of the total fall in crime);
 increases in theft from the person (7 per cent of the total fall in crime);
 a fall in theft of personal property of almost half (11 per cent of the total fall in
crime).
 in the same period, there was a fall of 50 per cent in violent crime overall,
although the reduction was smaller (20 per cent) for robbery.

2.4

The trends in other crimes without an immediate victim (such as drug dealing
and usage) and crimes which are often under-reported (such as sex offences
and fraud) are less clear. Homicide levels (recorded by the police) have been
broadly constant since the mid 1990s, although they can vary considerably from
year to year because of the relatively small number of incidents involved 2 .
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Figure 2.1: Annual number of incidents reported in the British Crime Survey (BCS) and
crimes recorded by the police (thousands); 1989 - 2009/10 3 .
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The fall in crime appears to be an international phenomenon, with similar trends
reported in the US and many European countries 4,vi .

Costs of crime to society
The majority of the costs of crime to society – which were estimated at £36.2
billion in 2003 – are borne by victims and potential victims.
2.6

The Home Office’s ‘Costs of Crime’ work 5 produced a comprehensive estimate
of the social costs of crime. This estimated that the total cost of crimes against
individuals and households in 2003/04 was around £36.2 billion in 2003 prices.
These comprised:
 costs incurred in anticipation of crime, such as defensive expenditure (e.g.
burglar alarms) (two per cent of the total costs);
 costs incurred as a consequence of crime – these include the physical and
emotional impact on the victim and the value of any property stolen (78 per
cent of total costs);
 costs incurred in response to crime, including the costs to the criminal justice
system (20 per cent of total costs).

2.7

The single largest component of the cost of crime is the physical and emotional
impact on victims, accounting for half the total cost. Average costs of crime
vary between offence categories. Personal crimes with a large estimated
emotional and physical impact, such as wounding, are far more costly on
average than property crime.

2.8

Recently there has been particular interest in the group of offenders who have
been released from short sentences. A National Audit Office (NAO) report
estimated that the total cost to society of crime committed by offenders released
from short prison sentences (less than 12 months) was £7-10 billion per year.

vi

However the precise timing of these falls shows variation.
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This represents a large proportion of the overall estimated costs, given they
represent a small proportion (less than five per cent) of all sentenced offenders.

Pressure on the courts and offender management services
There was a sharp increase in the use of out of court disposals in bringing
offences to justice between 2004 and 2007, although this has dropped off in the
last few years.
2.9

The total number of out of court disposals administered for notifiable or nonnotifiable offences fell by nine per cent between 2008 and 2009 and 10 per cent
between 2007 and 2008 6 .

2.10

These falls followed a period of rapid growth from 2003 to 2007, when out of
court disposals almost trebled (figure 2.2). This increase was due to the
introduction of Penalty Notices for Disorder (PNDs) and cannabis warnings in
2004, and an increase in the use of cautions 7 . This coincided with the
introduction of a public service agreement target, which took effect in 2002, to
increase the total number of offences brought to justice (figure 2.3). In April
2008, this target was replaced with a target focused only on serious violence,
sexual and acquisitive crimes. This target has now been removed.

Figure 2.2: Total number of offenders who received an out of court disposal by type 1989

- 2009 8 .
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Figure 2.3: Number of offences brought to justice for all offenders by outcome 1998/99 2009/10 (thousands) 9 .
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2.11

The number of out of court disposals (including PNDs) issued to juveniles
broadly follows the same trend over time as for adults (figure 2.4) 10 . The decline
in the use of out of court disposals closely follows the trends for first time
entrants to the criminal justice system. This is because the majority of juveniles
coming into the system for the first time receive an out of court disposal.

Figure 2.4: Number of juveniles receiving each disposal type 1989 - 2009 11 .
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Changes in crime and increased use of out of court disposals have had limited
impact on the overall demands on courts. While there has been a reduction in
caseload in magistrates’ courts, there has been a substantial increase in the
Crown Court workload, reflecting the higher proportion of both serious and
prolific offenders that are coming before the courts.
2.12

While there have been falls in the number of offenders sentenced for certain
offence groups, these have been offset by increases in the number of offenders
sentenced for other offence groups, particularly those which can attract longer
sentences such as violent and drug offences 12 (figure 2.5).

Figure 2.5: Change in the total number of offenders sentenced by indictable offence
group 1999-2009 13 .
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2.13

Overall, pressures on the courts and offender management services have not
reduced. Although, there has been a reduction in the workload in the
magistrates’ courts, the workload in the Crown Court has increased significantly
over the last ten years: there were 28 per cent more cases received in the
Crown Court for trial or sentence in 2009 (136,000) than there were in 1999 vii
(106,000). In many areas there are long delays and backlogs: almost 40,000
cases were waiting for trial at the end of 2009. However, Crown Court
efficiency appears to be improving. Despite the number of cases waiting for a
trial, the Crown Court disposed almost 21,000 more trial cases and almost
29,000 sentence cases in 2009 compared to 1999 14 .

2.14

Of all sentences given for indictable offences, the proportion given to offenders
with 15 or more previous convictions or cautions has risen steadily from 17 per
cent in 2000 to 28 per cent in 2009 15 .

The overall numbers being sentenced to community sentences have risen and
there has been an increasing demand on the probation caseload.
2.15

The total population under Probation Service supervision increased by 39 per
cent between 1999 and 2007 but since then has remained broadly flat 16 (figure
2.6). The use of suspended sentences has also increased.

vii

The methodology for counting the number for cases received, disposed and outstanding was revised in
2001. Sent for Trial cases under s51 CDA 1998 were introduced nationally on the 15th January 2001.
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2.16

There has also been a continued growth in the overall number of offenders
serving custodial sentences of 12 months or more who require supervision from
the Probation Service on release from custody 17 .

Figure 2.6: Total Offender Management Caseload in different parts of the system 1993 2010 18 .
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The overall prison population has risen substantially.
2.17

24

The prison population has almost doubled since 1993 (figure 2.7). In June 2010,
the overall prison population of England and Wales (including those on remand)
was 85,000 19 . The growth in the prison population has been driven by several
factors 20 , including:
 an increase in those sentenced to immediate custody;
 more offenders serving longer sentences;
 greater enforcement of sentences (including recalls of those on licence); and
 a more serious mix of offence groups coming before the courts (such as
violence against the person and drug offences).
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Figure 2.7: Total population in prison and total prisoners per 100,000 of the general
population 1989 - 2010 21,viii .
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Increases in the number of prisoners serving indeterminate sentences, and in
average custodial sentence lengths have contributed to the rising prison
population.
2.18

The number of offenders in custody on indeterminate sentences, including life
sentences, has more than doubled since 2002 to just below 13,200 in June
2010 22 . A new type of indeterminate sentence, Imprisonment for Public
Protection (IPP), was introduced by the Criminal Justice Act 2003 for
‘dangerous’ offenders convicted of specific offences. Offenders given an IPP
sentence have mostly been convicted for violence against the person and
sexual offences (36 per cent and 30 per cent of those sentenced to an IPP in
2009 respectively). These sentences have a minimum term (or ‘tariff’) to be
served in custody and thereafter release can only be authorised by the Parole
Board.

2.19

The number of prisoners serving IPPs is rising because offenders are being
released from these sentences more slowly than the rate at which they are
being given (figure 2.8). By 5 July 2010, the number of offenders serving IPPs
had reached 6,130, but only 140 offenders had been released from these
sentences since their introduction 23 . Just under half (46 per cent) of prisoners
serving IPPs are past their original tariff 24 . In deciding whether or not to release
a prisoner once their tariff has expired, the Parole Board must consider whether
or not the offender is likely to reoffend on release. As the types of violent and
sexual offences that are typically committed by offenders serving IPP sentences
are both serious and rare, it is particularly difficult for the Parole Board to predict
likely future reoffending with any certainty 25 .

viii

The latest 2009 mid-year population estimates were published by the Office for National Statistics on 24
June 2010. It is anticipated that 2010 mid-year population estimates will become available in May/June
next year.
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Figure 2.8: Total number of offenders serving Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP)
sentences, and change from previous year 2005 to 2009 26 .
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The population of foreign national offenders in the system has doubled over the
last decade.
2.20

Between June 2000 and June 2010, the foreign national prisoner population
doubled from 5,586 to 11,135. Over the same period, the total prisoner
population increased by around a third from 65,194 to 85,002. Foreign national
prisoners now account for 13 per cent of the population, up from nine per cent
in 2000 27 .

Within Europe, England and Wales has one of the highest proportions of
prisoners serving life sentences.
2.21

26

Statistics from the Council of Europe show how different countries sentence
offenders to prison (broken down by sentence length) 28 . The proportion of
prisoners serving life sentences in England and Wales is among the highest in
Europe (figure 2.9).
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Figure 2.9: Breakdown of custodial sentences on 1st September 2008, by sentence length
(percentages) comparing sixteen European countries29.
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The prison population in England and Wales is one of the highest (per capita) in
Europe although it is considerably less than countries such as the United States.
2.22

In 2009, England and Wales, at 153 prisoners per 100,000 of the total
population, had a per capita rate the same as Scotland but higher than Northern
Ireland. The England and Wales rate was also higher than the European Union
average of 127 and higher than the figures for countries such as Australia and
Canada. However, it was considerably lower than the US rate of 748 per
100,000 population (figure 2.10) 30.

Figure 2.10: Prison Population Rate per 100,000 population in 2009 by country.31
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Around 15 per cent of the adult prison population and 28 per cent of the juvenile
prison population are held on remand.
2.23

Latest statistics show that 12,533 adults who were in prison in England and
Wales in June 2010 were on remand, amounting to 15 per cent of the prison
population. Just under two-thirds of those on remand were untried. The
remaining third had been convicted but not yet sentenced. In 2009, of those
adults who were remanded in custody, 13 per cent were acquitted and a further
23 per cent did not receive a custodial sentence 32 .

2.24

In June 2010 ix there were 603 juveniles in custody who were on remand,
amounting to 28 per cent of the total juvenile custodial population. Data for
2009 show that of all young people remanded in custody, 16 per cent were then
acquitted and a further 35 per cent did not get a custodial sentence 33 .

2.25

Since 2008, the growth in the prison population has been slowing down
compared to earlier years. The population grew by 0.3 per cent in the year
ending June 2009 34 and, after allowing for the removal of end of custody
licence, by 0.7 per cent in the year ending June 2010 35 . This slower growth
partly reflects the measures introduced in the Criminal Justice and Immigration
Act 2008 such as making release at the halfway point of a custodial sentence
automatic for most prisoners (followed by rest of sentence on licence) and
introducing fixed term recalls for 28 days for certain prisoners. Additionally there
has been a sharp decrease in the number of young people (aged 15 to 17) in
prison over this period.

Resources
Criminal justice system expenditure has gone up.
2.26

An estimated £35 billion was spent on public order and safety in the UK in
2009/10. Half of this was spent on police services, a fifth on law courts
(including legal aid) and an eighth on prisons and offender management (figure
2.11).

Figure 2.11: Public order and safety expenditure split by area (£billions) 2009/10 36 .
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2.27

Total spending on public order and safety has increased by more than half in
real terms since 1996/97. Over the same period, spending on prisons and
offender management has increased by three-quarters in real terms, up by £1.9
billion from £2.6 billion in 1996/97 to £4.6 billion in 2009/10 (figure 2.12) x 37 .

Figure 2.12: Prisons and offender management spend in real terms 1996/97 - 2009/10 38 .
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Chapter Three: Changes in disposals

Overview
3.1

The disposals available and the methods of delivery vary significantly between
the adult criminal justice system and the youth justice system. The distribution
of disposals in both systems has changed over time.

3.2

The use of custody has increased for adults over the last 20 years, and
sentences have lengthened. There has been growth in the volumes sentenced
for violent and sexual offences, and these groups in particular have seen
increases in their custody rates and length of time they are serving in prison.

3.3

The courts sentence around 100,000 offenders to immediate custody each year
(100,190 in 2009). Of those sentenced to immediate custody around two thirds
(64,530 offenders in 2009) are given ‘short sentences’ of less than 12 months;
this is around five per cent of all those sentenced by all courts each year. As a
proportion of the total population in custody, prisoners serving short sentences
have declined, as average sentences have got longer.

3.4

Fines are relatively inexpensive to administer, and offer opportunities for
reparation to victims and society as well as punishing offenders, but their use
has been declining over the past decade, especially for indictable offences. A
greater use of community sentences for similar offences over the same period
suggests the two trends are connected and that there has been upwards drift in
the severity of disposals given for indictable offences. Community sentences
are now the most common adult disposal for indictable offences.

3.5

The majority of young offenders (53 per cent in 2009, compared with 38 per
cent for adults) are dealt with out of court. Custody rates for juveniles have
reduced slightly as a proportion of all court disposals in the last twenty years
from 6.4 per cent in 1989 to 6.1 per cent in 2009, and the population of juveniles
in custody reached its lowest point for over a decade in June 2010. The use of
community sentences for young offenders has increased.

Disposals in the adult justice system
3.6

Of those adult offenders (those aged 18 years and above) sentenced by courts
in 2009 (764,337 excluding summary motoring offences), 55 per cent received a
fine, around 21 per cent were given a community-based sentence (including
suspended sentences), and just under 12 per cent were sentenced to
immediate custody. The remaining 12 per cent received ‘other’ disposals,
including, for example, absolute and conditional discharges or detention in a
secure hospital on mental health grounds 39 .

3.7

The changes to court disposals over the last 20 years are summarised in figure
3.1. Over this period the main trends for adults were:
 the use of custody has increased by 63 per cent from 58,400 in 1989 to
95,300 in 2009. Over the same period the custody rate has increased from
4.1 per cent in 1989 to 7.2 per cent in 2009. In June 2010, the overall adult
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prison population of England and Wales (including those on remand) was
83,300 xi .
 the use of sentences served in the community, including Community Orders
and Suspended Sentence Orders, has increased by 83 per cent from
101,000 in 1989 to 185,000 in 2009; and
 the use of fines has decreased by 20 per cent from 1.16 million in 1989 to
929,000 in 2009.
Figure 3.1: Number of adult offenders receiving each type of disposal in all courts 1989 2009 40 .
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The use of custody and sentence lengths have increased over the last twenty
years, particularly for the most serious and prolific adult offenders.
3.8

xi

In 2009, the courts sentenced 1.4 million convicted offenders. Of these, 64,529
were given short sentences of less than 12 months (representing 64 per cent of
the offenders sentenced to immediate custody, and five per cent of the total
sentenced population in the same year). Taken as a proportion of the total
prison population, those serving short sentences have become a smaller share
since 1993. This is because of the large numbers of offenders serving longer
sentences, which has increased over the same period (figure 3.2).

The overall prison population in June 2010 (including juveniles) was 85,000
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Figure 3.2: Population in prison by sentence length 1993 - 2009 41 .
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The overall average custodial sentence length (excluding indeterminate
sentences) was 13.7 months in 2009, 2.2 months longer than in 1999 (figure
3.3) 42 . The overall figure increased due to a rise in the proportion of custodial
sentences from the Crown Court (which tend to have longer sentences and
hence will have a greater effect on the overall figure). The calculation of
average custodial sentence lengths excludes indeterminate sentences which
increased following the implementation of IPPs from 2005. These figures are
therefore likely to underestimate the extent to which sentences on average have
increased.

3.9

Figure 3.3: Average custodial sentence length in months by offence group 1999, 2008 &
2009 43 .
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3.10

The most serious and prolific adult offenders are sentenced to immediate
custody. There has been growth in the volumes sentenced for violence against
the person and sexual offences and these groups in particular have seen
increases to their custody rates and the length of time they are serving in prison
(figures 3.3 and 3.4). The decrease in the custody rate for robbery (figure 3.4) is
likely to be linked to changes in the age profile of offenders committing this
crime. Younger offenders are more likely to be given non-custodial sentences at
magistrates’ courts.

3.11

The average custodial sentence length is longest for those convicted of sexual
offences (48.7 months in 2009), robbery (33.6 months in 2009) and drug
offences (32.1 months in 2009). The average custodial sentence length
increased over the last ten years for the majority of offences. The average
custodial sentence lengths for robbery and theft & handling stolen goods
decreased slightly over the same ten year period (despite both having seen a
small increase since 2008). Fraud & forgery and drug offences have both seen
a small decrease in average custodial sentence length since 2008 (10.8 to 10.4
months and 32.7 to 32.1 months respectively) 44 .

Figure 3.4: Immediate custody rate for all offenders by offence group 1989 &
2009 45 .
80

70

Immediate Custody Rate

60

50

40

30

20

10

0
Violence
against the
person

Sexual
offences

Burglary

Robbery

Theft and
handling
stolen
goods

Fraud and
forgery

Criminal
damage

Drug
offences

Other
(excluding
motoring)

Motoring
offences

Total
indictable
offences

Summary
non
motoring

Summary
motoring

Total
All offences
summary
offences

Offence Group
1989

2009

3.12

Many low-level prolific offenders are sentenced to short periods of less than 12
months in custody 46 . In 2009, around two-thirds (64 per cent) of offenders
sentenced to custody were given short sentences of under 12 months 47 . Those
offenders with a substantial previous criminal history (15 or more previous
convictions) were more likely to receive a custodial sentence than those with
one or two previous convictions (38 per cent and 15 per cent respectively in
2009). Although the number of sentenced first time offenders receiving custodial
sentences has increased (from 18 per cent in 2000 to 26 per cent in 2009),
these are offenders whose first conviction is for a relatively serious offence in
contrast to the majority of offenders who have a longer criminal history of less
serious offences 48 .

3.13

Around half (56 per cent) of offenders on short term (less than 12 months)
custodial sentences and 14 per cent of offenders on long term custodial
sentences do not move prison during their sentence. The majority of long term
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custodial sentence offenders move one or two times, although a quarter move
three to six times during their sentence. There are many possible reasons
behind offenders’ moves, such as: operational management decisions relating
to prison capacity; meeting particular offender needs to access training
programmes and interventions; for disciplinary reasons; or to move the offender
to a prison closer to home 49 .
The use of community sentences for adult offenders has increased.
3.14

The main court orders served in the community are the Community Order and
the Suspended Sentence Order (SSO). In 2009, 10 per cent of offenders were
sentenced to a Community Order and three per cent were sentenced to a
Suspended Sentence Order. Community sentences are now the most common
disposal for indictable offences, accounting for a third of all sentences 50 .

3.15

There has been an overall increase in the use of community sentences,
including proportion of offenders sentenced in court (from 11 per cent in 1999 to
17 per cent in 2009) 51 . Their use in magistrates’ courts has increased while
their use in Crown Court areas has declined 52 . This is likely to be due to a
number of factors such as changes in the offence mix coming before the courts.

3.16

Of the 131,000 Community Orders terminated in 2009, 64 per cent had run their
full course or were terminated early for good progress, compared to 26 per cent
terminated for negative reasons (16 per cent for failing to comply with
requirements and 10 per cent for conviction of a further offence).

There is scope to increase the use of rehabilitative requirements in community
sentences.
3.17

In 2009, around a quarter of the requirements that could be attached to
community and suspended sentence orders had a clear rehabilitative aim.
These were: accredited programmes; drug/alcohol treatment; specified
activities; residential; and mental health and attendance centres. Unpaid work
and supervision have a rehabilitative aspect and a punitive one. All other
requirements that could be attached were primarily punitive in nature; these
included curfews, prohibitive activity and exclusion.

3.18

The most commonly used requirement (including combinations) for Community
Orders and Suspended Sentence Orders was unpaid work in isolation (given for
33 per cent of Community Orders and 20 per cent of Suspended Sentence
Orders). Some requirements could also be used in pre-set combinations; the
most frequently used combination was supervision and accredited programme,
used for 9 per cent of Community Orders and 12 per cent of Suspended
Sentence Orders 53 .

3.19

Looking specifically at rehabilitative requirements for both Community Orders
and Suspended Sentence Orders, accredited programmes were used the most
(10 per cent and 14 per cent respectively). Drug treatment was used in only five
per cent of all community sentences commenced in 2009, alcohol treatment in
only three per cent and mental health orders in less than 0.5 per cent of all
cases 54 .

The use of fines has declined over the last twenty years.
3.20

34

Fines are relatively inexpensive to administer, and offer opportunities for
reparation to victims and society as well as for punishing offenders. Fines
remain the most common disposal for adult offenders, although their use has
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declined over the last twenty years in both magistrates’ courts and Crown Court
areas (from 1.16 million in 1989 to 929,162 in 2009). The biggest decline has
been in the use of fines given to adults for indictable offences, which dropped
by 59 per cent between 1989 and 2009 55 (figure 3.5).
Figure 3.5: Number of all offenders who received a fine 1989 - 2009 56 .
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According to the HMCS annual report 57 , roughly 71 per cent (by value) of fines
were paid in 2008/09. However, fines are not simply either paid or not paid:
some are partially paid; and some, but not all, are paid only with enforcement. A
2006 National Audit Office report sampled 600 fines and found that after six
months:
fifty-two per cent had been paid in full;
of those paid in full 31 per cent were paid without enforcement and 21 percent
were paid with enforcement;
twelve per cent defaulted after partial payment;
thirty per cent had paid nothing; and
the remaining 6 per cent were remitted, jailed or put on a payment plan.

Disposals in the youth justice system
3.22

Juveniles (aged 10-17) were most likely (53 per cent) to be dealt with out of
court. Of those who received a court disposal in 2009 for an offence (just over
81,000), 69 per cent were given a community sentence, 6 per cent received a
custodial sentence, 12 per cent were given discharges and another 10 per cent
received fines. The remainder got ‘other’ disposals, which included detention in
a secure hospital on mental health grounds and confiscation orders 58 .

3.23

There have been marked changes in court disposals given to juvenile offenders
over the last twenty years and the key trends are illustrated in figure 3.6. Of
those who are sentenced at court, the majority receive a community sentence,
and this has increased over the last twenty years from 24 per cent in 1989 to 69
per cent in 2009. Custody rates for juveniles have reduced slightly as a
proportion of all court disposals in the last twenty years from 6.5 per cent in
1989 to 6.1 per cent in 2009, and the population of juveniles in custody reached
its lowest point for over a decade in June 2010 59 .
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Figure 3.6: Number of juvenile offenders receiving each type of disposal in all courts
1989 - 2009 60 .
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Most young offenders are now dealt with out of court.
3.24

The youth out of court system operates hierarchically. There is an escalating
system of out of court disposals that lead to an appearance in court if the young
person offends repeatedly. The following disposals are available nationally:
 Reprimands and warnings – the equivalent of cautions for young people
committing low-level offences. A reprimand would be given for a first offence
if a restorative diversion was not appropriate. A warning is normally given for
a further low-level offence and triggers a formal assessment by the Youth
Offending Team (YOT), interventions are usually attached;
 Penalty Notices for Disorder (16 and 17 year olds) – a type of fixed penalty
notice which can be issued for a specified range of minor disorder offences.
These have a lower level of financial penalty than adult PNDs, they can only
be used once and the parent/guardian of the offender is liable for the penalty.

3.25

In 2009, just over half (53 per cent) of juveniles received an out of court
disposal (not including PNDs). Two thirds (69 per cent) of all out of court
disposals were reprimands and a third (31 per cent) were final warnings 61 .

3.26

In addition to these national out of court disposals, there are several new
disposals that are being piloted, including:
 Youth Restorative Disposal (YRD) – These use restorative justice techniques
to allow a young person to apologise for committing an offence and make
reparation to the victim at the scene. It can only be used for low-level
offences, once per offender and when all parties agree to the approach.
 Youth Conditional Caution (YCC) – This is a statutory out of court disposal
enabling the Criminal Prosecution Service, in consultation with the police and
Youth Offending Service, to offer an offender a caution with conditions
attached; if the conditions are not complied with the recipient can be
prosecuted for the original offence. This will normally be used if a young
person has already received a warning, but their offending does not warrant
prosecution.
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 ‘Triage’ – This involves placing a Youth Offending Team worker on call to
take action to tackle young people’s offending at the point of arrest if it has
not been identified and tackled earlier. At present, assessment by a Youth
Offending Team worker is dependent on referral by the police and will
typically take place several days after the young offender has been in police
contact.
The number of juveniles sentenced to custody has fallen.
3.27

The Youth Justice Board established a discrete secure estate for boys under 18
in 2000, and for girls under 18 in 2006. These estates, collectively named ‘youth
detention accommodation’ xii , consist of three types of establishment:
 Young Offender Institutions (YOIs) – These are for 15-17 year old boys and
the majority of young people in custody are held in them. All but two Young
Offender Institutions in England and Wales are run by the Prison Service.
 Secure Training Centres (STCs) – There are four privately run Secure
Training Centres, which cater for some of the most vulnerable young people
and operate a regime aimed at providing high-quality educational and
vocational training together with a focus on addressing offending behaviour.
 Secure Children’s Homes (SCHs) – These accommodate young people
sentenced or remanded by the courts and are run by local authorities (under
the supervision of the Department for Education).

3.28

xii

The population of juveniles in custody in 2010 (on 30 June) was 2,096 62 - the
lowest for over a decade, and a 30 per cent decrease from the same period in
2008 63 . The biggest reductions have been among young people in Young
Offender Institutions (figure 3.7). The majority of young people in custody are
male; females accounted for only eight per cent of those given a custodial
sentence in 2009 64 .

They were given this name in the Powers of Criminal Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000
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Figure 3.7: Number of juveniles in custody on the 30th June each year by type of secure
estate 2000 - 2010 65 .
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The number of juveniles sentenced to immediate custody fell by 35 per cent
between 1999 and 2009, and by 10 per cent between 2008 and 2009 66 (figure
3.8). This is accounted for both by a drop in overall numbers being sentenced
by the courts – down 10 per cent between 1999 and 2009 – and by a drop in
the proportion sentenced to custody – down from 8.5 per cent in 1999 to 6.1 per
cent in 2009, but stable since 2007.

Figure 3.8: Numbers of juveniles sentenced to immediate custody by sex 1989 - 2009 67 .
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One third of young offenders receive community sentences.
3.30
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There are three main community orders that can be given to young people:
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 Referral Orders – these are the main disposals for young defendants
pleading guilty and convicted for the first time. The offender is referred to
a youth offender panel attended by parents, victims (if the victim wishes to
attend) and others. The panel agrees a contract with the young person
lasting between 3 and 12 months and including reparation and interventions
to address reoffending risk.
 The Youth Rehabilitation Order (YRO) – introduced in November 2009 for
offences committed after this date, this is the standard community sentence
used for the majority of under-18s. A menu of 18 different requirements can
be attached to a YRO, taking into account the individual circumstances of the
young person and their offending behaviour. It can last for up to three years.
 Reparation Orders – these are designed to help young offenders understand
the consequences of their offending and take responsibility for their
behaviour. They require the young person to repair the harm caused by their
offence either directly to the victim (this can involve victim/offender mediation
if both parties agree) or indirectly to the community. Examples of this might
be cleaning up graffiti or undertaking community work. The order is overseen
by the Youth Offending Team (YOT).
3.31

In 2009, one third (33 per cent) of all juvenile offenders (including those who
received out of court disposals and PNDs) received community sentences. Of
all juvenile offenders who were sentenced in the courts, just over two thirds (69
per cent) received community sentences 68 .

3.32

The Intensive Supervision and Surveillance Programme (ISSP) was introduced
in 2003 and is the most rigorous non-custodial intervention available for young
people who have offended, and aims to reduce the frequency and severity of
offending. It combines high levels of community-based surveillance with a
comprehensive and sustained focus on tackling the factors that contribute to the
young person’s offending behaviour. ISSP can be attached to court sentences
for community orders as a condition of the order and may also be attached to a
bail package and used during Detention and Training Order (DTO) licences.

3.33

The introduction of the Intensive Supervision and Surveillance Programme
(ISSP) corresponds with the sharp fall in custodial sentences between 2002 and
2003. In 2008/09, 4,911 juveniles started an ISSP – slightly less (three per cent)
than the number that started the previous year 69 ; this represents the number of
young people who completed the programme either successfully or
unsuccessfully. Unsuccessful completions include being sentenced to custody
for a new offence, for a breach of ISSP or being sentenced to a new community
sentence 70 . ISSP sentences are relatively expensive; however, an evaluation
concluded that the benefits were likely to outweigh the costs and that the
scheme was therefore likely to provide value for money 71 .

Fines are only issued to juveniles for minor offences.
3.34

The number of fines handed down to juveniles has fallen by 64 per cent since
2001, down from 22,039 to 7,944 in 2009 72 . Less than one per cent of all 10-14
year old offenders received fines, while 6 per cent of 15-17 year olds were fined
in 2008/09 (includes all disposals). In total, 14,661 compensation orders were
issued to under-18s in 2008/09.
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Chapter Four: Offender characteristics

Overview
4.1

Around a third of men have received a conviction xiii by the age of 40. However,
the majority of the general population do not commit serious offences and many
first time offenders do not reoffend.

4.2

Most people in prisons and on probation supervision, both adults and juveniles,
are male, white, and have previous convictions or cautions. The majority of
offenders start committing crime at an early age and many of these will only
come to the attention of the criminal justice system once. Other offenders
continue to commit crime and a small group become prolific offenders and will
commit a large number of crimes over their lifetimes. This group is not well
covered by existing interventions.

4.3

Reconviction rates of those released from prison or starting a community
sentence remain high overall, with those released from short custodial
sentences having the highest reconviction rates. Recent analyses suggest that
community sentences are more effective at reducing reoffending than short
prison sentences, and cautions are slightly more effective than fines.

4.4

Offenders are more likely than the general population to come from
disadvantaged backgrounds. They are likely to have a variety of social
problems such as a lack of qualifications, having accommodation and
employment needs, histories of drugs and alcohol misuse and mental health
problems. These problems may be associated with higher rates of reoffending
and therefore need to be taken into account when developing and targeting
strategies and interventions to address offending.

Criminal careers and reoffending
Around a third of men are likely to have received a criminal conviction by age 40.
4.5

Fifteen per cent of males born in 1963 had a conviction by age 18 and 33 per
cent had a conviction by age 40 73 . However, the majority of the general
population do not commit serious offences.

Many first-time offenders come to the attention of the criminal justice system
only once.
4.6

In 2008, 21 per cent of the 84,200 juveniles receiving their first reprimand, final
warning or conviction reoffended within a year. There were 208,800 adults who
received a caution or conviction for the first time in 2008, of whom nine per cent
reoffended within the first year 74 .

4.7

When looking over longer time periods, internal analysis shows that, of the six
million people who have ever been proven to offend in their lives, 40 per cent
are never reconvicted 75 .

xiii

A conviction in a court in England or Wales for a standard list offence. Standard list offences are all
indictable and triable-either-way offences plus a range of the more serious summary offences such
assault, criminal damage (£5,000 or less) and driving without insurance.
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The majority of offenders start committing crime at an early age and stop
offending as they get older.
4.8

Offenders usually begin committing crime early in their lives. The Offending,
Crime and Justice Survey (OCJS) was a survey of self-reported offending
among the English household population, carried out between 2003 and 2006
by the Home Office (initially of those aged 10 to 65 and, from 2004, of those
aged from 10-25) xiv . The 2003 survey found that among all those who had
offended at some point in their lives, the average age at first offence was 15
(with males having an average onset age of 15 and females 16) 76 . Analysis
showed that likelihood of offending generally increased during the early teens,
reaching a peak between the ages of 14 and 16 before declining 77 .

4.9

A similar pattern is seen when looking at convictions. The peak age of
convicted offenders is 18 years old, at which point people tend to offend less
frequently and eventually stop offending through later life 78 .

4.10

A large number of studies have found an association between the increase in
age and desistance. For example, the Cambridge study of desistance found
that the peak increase in offending for a cohort of 411 young males was at age
14, the peak decrease in offending was at age 23 and that most participants
had desisted from offending by the age of 32 79 .

4.11

In this study the association between age and offending or desistance was
attributed to social influences at those ages. This included the influence of
parents and peers during adolescence, and the fact that participants were more
likely to be in stable employment and/or in a committed personal relationship at
later ages. While most participants had desisted by the age of 32, there
remained considerable variation in the age of desistance compared to the onset
of offending. The study concluded that factors associated with an increase in
age and maturity better explained desistance than age itself.

Of those who continue to reoffend a small proportion do so very frequently.
4.12

There are around 16,000 offenders a year who have been convicted 75 times or
more (figure 4.1). These highly prolific offenders mainly commit acquisitive
crimes, such as shoplifting and burglary, and have very high reconviction rates
– 75 per cent are reconvicted within a year. They have an average of 41 court
appearances and have, on average, received 14 previous custodial sentences,
9 previous community sentences and 10 previous fines 80 .

xiv

Self-reported offending surveys include coverage of incidents that did not come to the attention of the
police or other agencies of the criminal justice system.
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Figure 4.1: Number and percentage of offenders in 2005/06 cohort banded by number of
previous offences 81 .
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4.13

In the 2005/06 financial year, this group accounted for only two per cent of the
offenders cautioned or convicted during the year, but were responsible for
around a quarter of the proven offences committed previously by the whole
offender population 82 .

4.14

This group do not receive many rehabilitative interventions while in custody as
many prison interventions are capable of being delivered only to offenders who
are sentenced to longer periods in custody (often more than 12 months) xv . For
this highly prolific group, 86 per cent of their prison sentences were for less than
12 months 83 .

The most serious offenders generally reoffend at the lowest rate.
4.15

There were just over 1,407,400 offenders who were found guilty in all courts in
2009, of whom around 11,700 committed a serious offence (fewer than one per
cent) 84 .

4.16

It is difficult to predict which serious offenders are likely to commit further
serious offences partly due to their rarity 85 . These issues are particularly
apparent with the offenders who are given Imprisonment for Public Protection
(IPP). These sentences are similar to life sentences as they have a minimum
term to be served in custody and thereafter release can only be authorised by
the Parole Board. A reduction in risk needs to be demonstrated in order for an
IPP prisoner to be released; however, predicting a sufficient reduction in risk
with these types of offenders is very difficult.

Reconviction rates of those released from prison or starting a community
sentence remain high.
4.17

xv

Reconviction rates for adults released from prison or starting a community
sentence have varied between 38.6 and 45.4 per cent between 2000 and 2008.
The 2008 rate at 40.1 per cent is lower than in 2000 when it stood at 43 per
cent but has increased since the low in 2006 of 38.6 per cent. The recent rise
mainly reflects an increase in those with more than ten previous offences (figure
4.2) 86 .

The exception to this is drug interventions, with many clinical and psychosocial (CARAT) interventions
delivered under the Integrated Drug Treatment System being aimed at prisoners in their first 28 days in
custody.
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Figure 4.2: Adult reconviction rates (number of offences per 100 offenders) by number of
previous offences, Q1 2000 to Q1 2008 87 .
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N.B. Previous offences for adults include both court convictions and out-of-court disposals.

Regardless of the nature of the sanction, the majority of adult offenders who
serve prison or community sentences are reconvicted.
4.18

Almost three-quarters of adults who either left prison or started a community
sentence in the first three months of 2000 had been reconvicted after nine
years (figure 4.3) 88 . The full breakdown shows:
 Twenty per cent had been reconvicted within three months;
 Forty-three per cent within a year;
 Fifty-five per cent within two years;
 Sixty-eight per cent within five years; and
 Seventy-four per cent had been reconvicted within nine years.

4.19

Overall, one in five offenders spent some time in custody the year after they
were released from prison or started a community sentence 89 .
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Figure 4.3: Reconviction rates of all adult offenders leaving prison or starting a
community sentence in 2000 by follow-up period 90 .
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Juvenile reoffending has fallen since 2000.
4.20

Juvenile proven reoffending has followed a more consistent downward trend
and was 37.3 per cent in 2008 compared with 40.2 per cent in 2000 (figure 4.4).
The proven reoffending rates for juveniles released from custody and
community sentences are much higher than the overall juvenile proven
reoffending rates (74 per cent and 68 per cent respectively) 91 .

Figure 4.4: Adult and juvenile reoffending rates, Q1 2000 to Q1 2008 92 .
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The reconviction rate for custodial sentences is high.
4.21

Almost half of all adult prisoners (49 per cent) are reconvicted within a year of
leaving custody. For short sentence prisoners, the rate is even higher with 61
per cent of offenders who were jailed for less than 12 months being reconvicted
within a year 93 . This partly reflects the prolific offending history of this group.

Reoffending rates for community sentences, fines and out of court disposals are
lower mainly reflecting the different types of offenders receiving them.
4.22

This range of reoffending xvi rates mainly reflects differences in the offenders
rather than effectiveness of disposals (figure 4.5).

Figure 4.5: Reoffending rates split by offenders receiving different disposals 94 .
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However, we have growing evidence of the effectiveness of different disposals –
community sentences are more effective than short prison sentences at
reducing reoffending and cautions are slightly more effective than fines.
4.23

Proven reoffending of those offenders commencing probation supervision (both
Community Orders (COs) and Suspended Sentence Orders (SSOs)) in 2007
was seven percentage points lower than for those who had served short-term
custodial sentences (under 12 months) after controlling for differences between
offenders.

4.24

Between 2005 and 2007 proven reoffending rates for those receiving cautions
were up to 2.7 percentage points lower than for those offenders receiving fine
or a conditional discharge after controlling for differences between offenders 95 .

There is variation in the reconviction rate by prison mainly reflecting the different
types of offenders in prison.
4.25

Data for 2007 96 show that reoffending rates by prison varied from:
 Twenty-seven per cent to 77 per cent for offenders sentenced to less than
12 months; and
 Two per cent to 55 per cent for offenders sentenced to more than 12
months.

4.26

A large part of this variation reflects the different mix of offenders who are held
in different categories of prisons and should not be interpreted as a
performance measure. There is no evidence of a link between prison size and
reconviction rates.

xvi

A reconviction is where an offender is convicted at court for an offence committed within a one year
follow up period and convicted within either that period or in a further six months. Proven reoffending is the
same as reconviction but also includes other forms of criminal justice sanctions (in addition to conviction at
court).
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Characteristics of offenders xvii
Most offenders are male.
4.27

Young males have consistently been found, in self-report studies, to be more
likely than females to offend across most offence categories and are more likely
to be serious or prolific offenders 97,98,xviii . This pattern is reflected at different
stages of the criminal justice system (figure 4.6).

Figure 4.6: Total offender management caseload in different parts of the system split by
sex, 2009 99 .
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Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) groups are over-represented at many stages of
the criminal justice system.
4.28

xvii

Figure 4.7 provides details of how members of different ethnic groups in
England and Wales are represented in the criminal justice system. The data
highlights differences between ethnic groups; there are many reasons why
apparent disparities may exist.

More detail on the characteristics of offenders is available in the Green Paper Equality Impact
Assessment.
xviii
This will include offences that do not come to the attention of the criminal justice system.
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Figure 4.7: Proportion of offenders from different ethnic groups in areas of the criminal
justice system 100 .
White

Black

Asian

Mixed

Chinese Not stated/
or Other Unknown

Population estimates by ethnic group, 2007

89.4%

2.6%

5.2%

1.3%

1.5%

0.0%

Stops and Searches

67.0%

14.8%

8.8%

2.8%

1.3%

5.4%

Arrests

80.6%

7.6%

5.4%

2.8%

1.4%

2.2%

Cautions , 2009

82.6%

6.9%

5.0%

..

1.7%

3.8%

Court ordered supervision by probation service,
June 2010

82.0%

6.5%

4.8%

2.9%

1.3%

2.5%

Prison population (Including Foreign Nationals),
September 2010

72.1%

13.4%

7.1%

3.6%

1.3%

2.5%

(1)

.. Data is not available.
(1) The data in this row is based on ethnic appearance, and, as such, does not include the category Mixed ethnicity (the data in the
rest of the table is based on self-identified ethnicity).

On average, male offenders have higher reconviction rates and previous
offending histories than female offenders, whilst reconviction rates vary by
ethnic group.
4.29

White and Black offenders had similar reconviction rates, which are higher than
those for Asian or other ethnic groups. However, White offenders had a higher
average number of previous offences than all other ethnic groups (figure 4.8).

Figure 4.8: Adult reconviction rates, and average number of previous offences and
custodial sentences by sex and ethnicity: 2008 cohort 101 .
Number of Reconviction
offenders
rate

Number of
offences per
100 offenders

Average number
of previous
offences

Average number of
previous custodial
sentences

Gender
Males
Females
Total

46,649
7,069
53,718

40.8%
35.6%
40.1%

156.2
150.5
155.5

24
18.1
23.2

2.7
1.4
2.5

Ethnicity
White
Black
Asian
Other
Not recorded
Total

44,919
4,640
2,603
440
1,116
53,718

41.3%
39.7%
32.7%
26.6%
14.8%
40.1%

163.4
136.8
108
79.8
55.4
155.5

24.9
18.9
11.9
6.7
8
23.2

2.6
2.4
1.3
0.7
0.8
2.5

Please note: Information on reconviction by ethnicity should be treated with caution as the ethnicity data
are derived from an operational policing system and reflect the officer’s view of the offender’s ethnicity.

Offenders are more likely than the general population to have certain
characteristics, especially in terms of their childhood, which may be associated
with their offending behaviour.
4.30

These characteristics are true of offenders throughout the criminal justice
system although many of the figures come from studies of offenders in custody.
 Offenders are more likely to come from disadvantaged backgrounds, for
example to have witnessed violence in the home as children, experienced
early contact with the criminal justice system, and suffered from addiction
problems as children than the general population 102 103 .
 Offenders are more likely to have been a regular truant and to have been
excluded from school compared to the general population 104 105 106 .
 Children who become prolific young offenders typically suffer from harsh or
neglectful parenting and develop behaviour difficulties at an early age 107 .
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4.31

Offenders are also more likely than the general population to have been in
care as a child 108 109 .
Offending can be passed down through generations 110 111 and this has also
been found internationally 112 113 .

Offenders who have experienced some of these early years factors are more
likely to go on to reoffend in the future. Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction
(SPCR), a study looking at a sample of 1,435 adult reception prisoners
sentenced to between one month and four years in England and Wales
(2005/06) 114 , found that reconviction rates were higher for prisoners who had
experienced emotional, sexual or physical abuse as a child, witnessed violence
in the home, had an immediate family member found guilty of a non-motoring
offence, had been expelled or permanently excluded from school and/or had
been taken into care (figure 4.9) 115 .

Figure 4.9: Reconviction
experiences 116 .

rates

of

those

Attribute

with

and

without

Proportion in Reconviction
sample
rate

specific

previous

Reconviction rate for
those without attribute

Experienced emotional, sexual or physical abuse

29%

58%

50%

Witnessed violence in the home

41%

58%

48%

Had an immediate family member found guilty of a
non-motoring offence

37%

59%

48%

Expelled or permanently excluded from school

42%

63%

44%

Taken into care

24%

61%

49%

Offenders have a variety of social problems such as low qualifications, lack of
employment, and difficulties with accommodation which are also related to their
offending behaviour. These issues need to be targeted to achieve a reduction in
reoffending.
4.32

Determining offenders’ social problems is not an exact science, and can vary
from self-reported need to objectively (by a practitioner or evidence-based)
assessed need, or a combination of both.

4.33

SPCR 117 found that 68 per cent of prisoners reported that having a job would be
important in helping them stop reoffending, and 60 per cent thought that having
a place to live would help. Forty-eight per cent reported needing help finding a
job on release from prison, and 37 per cent reported needing help with finding a
place to live.

4.34

SPCR 118 found that prisoners had fewer qualifications were less likely to have
worked in the past twelve months and were more likely to have been homeless
than the general population. These characteristics are associated with higher
reconviction rates (figure 4.10):
 nearly half of prisoners (49 per cent) reported having left school by the age
of 16, and about half had a qualification (53 per cent) compared to around
85 per cent of the general population xix .
 of those who had a qualification, about a quarter (24 per cent) of these
qualifications were A-levels or equivalent, or higher 119 .
 fifty-one per cent of prisoners 120 had been in employment in the year before
custody. This is lower than the UK general employment rate, which was 75
per cent in 2006 for those of working age. Furthermore, 13 per cent reported
that they had never been in paid employment.

xix

This includes GCSE/ ‘O’ Levels or equivalent and higher qualifications, and trade apprenticeships.
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fifteen per cent of prisoners 121 were homeless prior to custody.

Figure 4.10: Reconviction rates for those with and without specific attributes 122 .
Attribute

Proportion in
sample

Reconviction
rate

Reconviction rate for
those without attribute

Had at least one qualification

53%

45%

60%

Have been in employment in the 12 months
prior to custody

51%

40%

65%

Homeless prior to custody

15%

79%

47%

Drug and alcohol issues add particular pressure to the management of
offenders. These issues also need to be targeted in order to reduce reoffending.
4.35

Drug and alcohol problems related to offending behaviour can be detected from
self-reports, and also indicated by proxies, such as level of drug and alcohol
use.

4.36

The adult Offender Assessment System xx (OASys) indicates that around half of
adult prisoners have a drug misuse need (48 per cent), slightly higher than the
37 per cent on probation. Conversely, alcohol needs are higher amongst
offenders on probation (32 per cent) than prisoners (19 per cent) 123 .

4.37

Thirty-one percent of prisoners in SPCR 124 reported needing help with a drug
problem whilst only 15 per cent reported needing help with an alcohol problem.
Eighty-one per cent of the same sample reported that they had used drugs at a
point prior to custody.
 Fifty-eight per cent of the sample reported having been poly-drug xxi users at
some point prior to custody. Seventy-one per cent reported using drugs in
the year before custody. The British Crime Survey in England and Wales
(2007/08) found that around 13 per cent of men aged 16-59 and six per cent
of women in the general population had used illicit drugs in the past year.
 The highest reconviction rate was observed for the 33 per cent of the
sample who reported being poly-drug users in the four weeks before
custody. Of these prisoners, 71 per cent were reconvicted compared with 48
per cent of those who only used Class B and/or C drugs in the four weeks
before custody.
 Sixty-two per cent of those who had taken drugs in the four weeks prior to
custody were reconvicted within a year of leaving prison. This compared to
47 per cent of those who used drugs in the year prior to custody and 30 per
cent of prisoners who had never used drugs (figure 4.11).
 Twenty-two per cent of the sample drank alcohol every day in the four
weeks before custody. These prisoners were more likely to be reconvicted
compared with those who did not drink every day in the four weeks before
custody (62 per cent compared with 49 per cent).

xx

There are significant groups of offenders in all categories (community sentences, prison, suspended
sentence, on licence) who are unlikely to receive OASys assessments. As such, the data may not be
representative.
xxi
A poly-drug user is defined as one who used Class A drugs and Class B drugs, or Class A and Class C,
or Class A and Class B and Class C drugs.
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Figure 4.11: Drug usage and associated reconviction rates from a sample of adult
prisoners 125 .
Percentage of Reconviction
Drug Use
sample
rate
Never
19%
30%
More than a year ago
10%
33%

During the twelve months before custody
(but not the four weeks before)
During the four weeks before custody

4.38

7%

47%

64%

62%

Between seven and eight per cent of all prisoners in this same sample reported
having used heroin for the first time whilst in custody previously. This equates to
about 19 per cent of the heroin users in the sample.

Research shows those with mental health problems are disproportionately
represented in prison.
4.39

It can be difficult to determine what factors are considered to represent mental
health problems. At the broadest level, this can include drug, alcohol, and other
addictions, and at the narrowest, can be limited to formal psychiatric diagnoses.
As offenders are not routinely screened for all types of mental health problems,
and surveys of offenders do not usually involve formal clinical diagnoses, in
general, estimates can only be made from proxies, such as self-reports, or
extrapolated from small clinical samples.

4.40

For example, a large scale survey 126 published in 1998 found that around threequarters of sentenced prisoners suffer from two or more mental disorders,
compared to less than one-twentieth (4%) of the general population 127 .

4.41

SPCR 128 found that adult prisoners self-reported a number of mental health
issues before custody, but these were not necessarily associated with a higher
rate of reconviction on release from prison. Figure 4.12 shows the proportion of
the whole sample reporting different indicators of mental health problems
individually.
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Figure 4.12: Proportion of adult prisoners reporting mental health issues (categories are
not mutually exclusive) 129 .
Issue
Said they needed help for an emotional or mental
health problem at the time of interview

Percentage of
Sample
20%

Treated/counselled for a mental health or
emotional problem in the year before custody

17%

Suicidal thoughts in the year before custody

16%

Mental health illness or depression as a longstanding limiting illness

12%

Attempted suicide in the year before custody

9%

Heard voices saying “quite a few words or
sentences” when there was noone around to
account for it

9%

Self-harmed in the year before custody

6%

Prescribed anti-psychotic medication in the year
before custody

2%

4.42

Whether prisoners reported having been treated and/or counselled for a mental
health or emotional problem in the year before custody was associated with a
number of other factors, including whether they reported having been abused
as a child, not being in employment in the year before custody, or being
female 130 .

Some of the problems outlined above are exacerbated when looking specifically
at women.
4.43

Female prisoners are more likely to report histories of violent and sexual abuse.
In the SPCR survey, almost half of female prisoners, compared with a quarter
of male prisoners, reported having suffered from violence at home.
Furthermore, around one third of women prisoners reported suffering sexual
abuse compared to fewer than one in ten men 131 .

4.44

Female offenders report higher levels of drug and alcohol problems compared
to male offenders. Data from the adult offender assessment system (OASys)
found that 77 per cent of female offenders reported drug needs (compared with
67 per cent of male offenders) and 70 per cent of female offenders reported
alcohol needs (compared to 65 per cent of male offenders) 132 .

4.45

Female prisoners report higher levels of mental health needs compared with
male prisoners. In the SPCR survey, more than a quarter (26 per cent) of
women reported having been treated and/or counselled for a mental health
and/or emotional problem in the year before custody, compared with 16 per
cent of men 133 .

4.46

Female prisoners are more likely to attempt suicide and self harm compared to
male prisoners. SPCR found that a fifth (19 per cent) of women reported having
attempted suicide during the year before custody, nearly three times the rate
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reported by men (seven per cent). Similarly, deliberate self-harm was more
prevalent among female prisoners than males. Fourteen per cent of women
reported harming themselves during the year before custody compared to five
per cent of men 134 . A Ministry of Justice Safety in Custody report showed that
1,574 female offenders self harmed in 2009 in 10,426 separate incidents (an
average of seven incidents per offender). In comparison 5,403 male offenders
self harmed in 13,688 incidents (an average of three incidents per offender).
This represents around seven per cent of male prisoners self-harming
compared to over a third of female prisoners 135 .
Juvenile offenders also often face a range of social and health problems, some
of which are different to adult offenders
4.47

Data from the juvenile needs assessment tool (ASSET) found that thinking and
behaviour, lifestyle, family and personal relationships, and education, training
and employment are the areas where the most juveniles have social problems
directly related to their risk of offending. These problems were more prevalent
amongst juveniles who were sentenced to custody compared to those who
received a community sentence (figure 4.13) 136 .

Figure 4.13: Factors most strongly associated with juvenile offending 2007/8 137 .
Thinking and
behaviour
For offenders given a final warning
For offenders given a community
sentence
For offenders given a custodial
sentence

Lifestyle

Family and personal
relationships

Education, training
and employment

55%

32%

23%

26%

73%

60%

50%

46%

91%

87%

73%

68%

4.48

Other research has found:
 children who became prolific young offenders typically suffered from harsh
or neglectful parenting and developed behaviour difficulties at an early
age 138 .
 in 2006, around 46 per cent of children in the youth justice system were
rated as underachieving at school and around 29 per cent had difficulties
with literacy and numeracy 139 .
 in 2008/09, 88 per cent of young people in Young Offender Institutions had
been excluded at some point from school 140 .
 having friends involved in problem behaviour has been associated with
large and significant increases in the likelihood of being arrested (50
percent) and stealing (44 percent) identified in a 2001 report 141 .

4.49

Research conducted with a sample of 200 juveniles serving a custodial
sentence found they often came from troubled and disadvantaged
backgrounds. The findings indicated 142 :
 around three-quarters were known to have had absent fathers;
 around half lived in a deprived household and/or unsuitable
accommodation;
 two-fifths were known to have been on the child protection register and/or
experienced abuse or neglect;
 one third had had an absent mother;
 more than a quarter had witnessed domestic violence, with a similar
proportion having had experience of local authority care; and
 A fifth of the sample was known to have harmed themselves, and 11 per
cent to have attempted suicide.
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4.50

Alcohol and substance use are also often associated with youth offending. In
the 1998/9 Youth Lifestyles Survey, using drugs in the previous 12 months was
the strongest predictor of serious and/or persistent offending: the odds of
offending were nearly five times higher for boys who had used drugs in the last
year compared with those who had not 143 . Cognitive function and mental health
were also listed as ‘individual’ risk factors associated with youth offending in a
2008 report 144 .
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Chapter Five: Effectiveness of courts and offender
management

Overview
5.1

There is a developing evidence base to inform how the aims of the criminal
justice system might be delivered more efficiently and effectively. This includes:
 the potential for greater gains through prevention, early intervention,
diversion and resettlement;
 ensuring that interventions are targeted and tailored to match the
characteristics of individual offenders, and improving knowledge on the best
sequencing of interventions;
 using the developing evidence base on desistance, to improve
understanding of how and why people stop offending and the role of
practitioners in supporting this process; and
 making greater use of restorative justice and other approaches which
enable greater reparation to the victim or community.

Primary prevention and early intervention
5.2

There are a number of approaches to preventing crime that are targeted at
children and young people, as there is evidence to suggest that people who
start to offend at an early age are most likely to become prolific offenders 145 .
This section describes some of the interventions which are being used, either in
this country or abroad, to prevent youth offending and considers evidence on
their effectiveness.

Family-based and parenting interventions can reduce the risk of offending for
young people.
5.3

While it is difficult to evaluate the direct impact of programmes aimed at
preventing the onset of offending by young people, such as family- and parentbased interventions, they have been shown to promote other positive social
outcomes that serve as protective factors against the risk of offending.

5.4

Studies have shown that family-based interventions are the most effective at
addressing the risk factors associated with offending by young offenders.
Several international studies have indicated positive effects from these types of
intervention, on average reducing offending by nearly a third 146 . Examples of
family-based initiatives that have shown positive findings include: Family Nurse
Partnerships (US) 147 , and Family Intervention Projects 148 (FIPs) (UK) as well as
Multi Dimensional Treatment Foster Care (US and UK) 149 , Functional Family
Therapy (US) 150 and Multi-systemic therapy (UK) 151 . The benefits to cost ratios
for these types of interventions have been calculated to be 5:1 or better – in
other words, £1 spent on the intervention generates £5 ‘value’ to society 152 .

5.5

Parent management training programmes have been shown to be effective in
reducing childhood behaviour problems including anti-social behaviour and
delinquency 153 , and public opinion is also strongly supportive of interventions
with parents. In one study, 75 per cent of parents believed that the parents of
problem children should be made to attend parenting classes and 81 per cent
thought that these classes help parents to control their children 154 .

54

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

Pre-school and school-based intervention programmes can reduce future
offending.
5.6

The ‘Perry Pre-School Project’ was trialled in the US, where deprived children
aged three to five years attended a daily pre-school programme. This is now
being used with 250,000 children in Sure Start Centres in the UK. Findings
from the US (2005) suggest the programme leads to fewer lifetime arrests for
violent crimes, property crimes, drug crimes and a significantly lower likelihood
of being arrested more than once in later life. The calculated benefit to cost ratio
is 7:1 155 . Other school-based programmes in the US have been found to be
effective in preventing delinquency in older children 156 .

Diversion and rehabilitation
5.7

Offenders can be diverted either from the criminal justice system itself or away
from custody and into more appropriate settings for rehabilitation. Out of court
disposals are also used as a way of diverting offenders away from the criminal
justice system where they may be first time offenders, committing low level
crimes.

Diverting juveniles from the criminal justice system may be an effective way of
preventing escalation of youth offending and reducing crime.
5.8

Diversion from the criminal justice system is especially important with juveniles,
as early diversion provides opportunity to engage a young person in effective
interventions designed to reduce their chances of reoffending. There is good
international and some UK evidence that diverting young people away from the
criminal justice system can help to prevent reoffending 157 .

5.9

An initiative known as ‘Triage’ is currently being trialled in police custody and
aims to prevent young people from reoffending and slipping deeper into the
criminal justice system through early assessment and support from a youth
worker and, wherever possible, interventions are based on restorative justice.
Triage has shown some positive indicative findings in the trial areas 158 .

Some adult offenders can be diverted from custody into more effective forms of
rehabilitation.
5.10

The current system already provides opportunities for low-risk offenders to be
diverted into treatment at the point of arrest and at sentence through the drug
rehabilitation requirement. However, for some offenders with multiple social
problems, there are options for providing intensive, treatment-based,
alternatives to custody.

Intensive Alternatives to Custody
5.11 A pilot programme, known as Intensive Alternatives to Custody (IAC), offers an
intensive community order for targeted subgroups of offenders at risk of short
term custody. It is currently being piloted in five sites in England and Wales and
combines punishment and control elements alongside rehabilitative elements
including accredited programmes, unpaid work, and drug treatment and
mentoring. The delivery of the pilots is being evaluated by Sheffield Hallam
University. There is some emerging evidence from the process evaluation of the
IAC that suggests that it is viewed favourably by all involved and seems to be
successfully engaging offenders who would otherwise have gone to prison.
Outcome information, in terms of impact on reoffending, has not yet been
studied 159 .
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International drug treatment alternatives to custody
5.12 The Drug Treatment Alternative to Prison programme (DTAP) in New York has
been in operation for two decades. The programme targets drug-addicted
defendants arrested for non-violent felony (serious) offences and typically
facing a mandatory sentence of at least four and a half years. Qualified
defendants enter a guilty plea and receive a deferred sentence that allows them
to participate in a residential drug treatment programme for 15 to 24 months.
Those who successfully complete the programme have their charges
dismissed; those who fail are brought back to court by a special warrant
enforcement team and sentenced to prison. To prevent relapse and reduce
recidivism, DTAP has a job developer to assist graduates in finding and
maintaining employment.
5.13

As of 5 October 2010, over 1,200 defendants had completed the programme,
with large reductions in reconviction and re-imprisonment compared to the
control group. An evaluation found that the sample of participants were less
likely to return to prison two years after leaving the programme than individuals
in a matched comparison group two years after leaving prison 160 .

Diversion of psychiatric patients
5.14 In England and Wales in the late 1980s and through into the 1990s, there was
considerable interest in diversion out of the criminal justice system of offenders
with mental health issues, including some of those with relatively severe
psychiatric problems. These were mainly court-linked schemes, though some of
them also involved liaison with police stations. These diversion schemes (both
court-linked and police liaison) are, in many cases, still in operation. One
evaluation concluded that these court-linked schemes for psychiatric cases
could in the first place divert some offenders from remand prison to hospital;
and secondly, after treatment in hospital or elsewhere, that these led to highly
significant reductions in reoffending, when comparing levels of offending for
these individuals before and after the diversionary intervention 161 .
Diverting women away from custody and crime.
5.15

The Corston Review of women with vulnerabilities in the criminal justice system
(2007) recommended a distinct approach to tackling women's offending which
acknowledges that female offenders may have different problems compared to
male offenders (see Chapter 4). Many female offenders are also exclusively, or
mainly, responsible for childcare. In trying to break the inter-generational
transmission of offending, related at least in part to inconsistent parenting and
family breakdown 162 , it is important to divert women who do not present a risk to
the public away from custody.

5.16

The Ministry of Justice has supported a network of community based centres
for women which aim to tackle underlying causes of offending and divert those
who have not offended, but have a number of risk factors for doing so, away
from crime. An outcome evaluation 163 of some of the longer-established centres
is under way which will examine their impact on reoffending. This builds on
previous research which found the centres to have been swiftly and efficiently
implemented and welcomed by local agencies and sentencers who perceived
them to be filling an important gap. Service users who sustained contact valued
the support and services offered.
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Interventions given to offenders in custody and the community can rehabilitate
offenders and reduce reoffending.
5.17

A wide range of interventions for offenders are used in the criminal justice
system to rehabilitate offenders and reduce their reoffending. Some of these
are known as ‘accredited programmes’, meaning that they have been assessed
against rigorous criteria by the Correctional Services Accreditation Panel and
approved for use in prisons and the community. In addition, there is a wide
range of interventions and activities that have not been formally accredited but
which are delivered to offenders by a range of agencies both in the statutory
and voluntary sectors.

5.18

There is a variety of evidence relating to the effectiveness of interventions.
Much of the existing evidence base focuses on accredited programmes.
Interventions which have not been accredited are often harder to evaluate as
they may be small-scale, delivered in a limited number of locations and lack
access to resources to conduct rigorous evaluations of outcomes.

5.19

It is well established that interventions are most successful when they target
higher risk offenders, address factors that are known to raise recidivism, such
as impulsivity or management of emotions, and when they are delivered in
ways that are responsive to the ways in which offenders typically learn (e.g. are
active, participatory, and strongly generalised to real-world situations).

5.20

There is good evidence that cognitive/motivational programmes and sex
offender treatment programmes can reduce reoffending; and there is promising
evidence about the impact of drug treatment programmes, education, training
and employment, and violence/anger management programmes.

5.21

Much of the evidence, which comes principally from North America, is
summarised in reviews carried out by the Home Office in 2005 164 and, more
recently, by the Washington State Institute for Public Policy (WSIPP). The latter
systematic review analysed 571 evaluations of adult corrections, juvenile
corrections, and prevention programmes, and considered their effect on crime
outcomes and cost benefits 165 . The WSIPP review found that, for adult
offenders, education in prison (vocational and basic education), certain types of
intensive supervision, and cognitive-behavioural therapy had the greatest
benefits 166 . For juvenile offenders, the greatest benefits were seen for multidimensional treatment foster care, adolescent diversion projects for lower risk
offenders, and certain types of family-based therapy programmes.

5.22

In contrast, the review found that ‘boot camps’ (intensive regimes of training,
drilling, and some treatment) were not shown to reduce reoffending and ‘scared
straight’ programmes (involving organised visits to prison and interaction with
adult prisoners) increased offending rates by an average of almost seven per
cent, based on ten studies.

5.23

One example of a Cognitive Skills Programme is Enhanced Thinking Skills
(ETS) xxii . This is an accredited offending behaviour programme that has been
extensively delivered in prison custody and the community. It addresses
thinking and behaviour associated with offending, through which it aims to
reduce levels of general reoffending among participants. A recent research
study examined the impact of the prison-based programme on the one-year

xxii

In 2009, ETS was replaced by the Thinking Skills Programme (TSP), representing a refresh and update
of the cognitive skills programme in line with advances in theory and practice. Evaluation of reoffending
outcomes of TSP participants is not yet possible as not enough time has passed since its introduction.
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reconviction outcomes of 257 offenders who participated between 2006 and
2008. The cost to deliver this intervention has been estimated at £2,000 per
prisoner.
5.24

Findings show that, in comparison to a group of matched offenders who did not
participate in the programme, ETS participants showed a significantly reduced
reconviction rate and frequency of general reoffending. The following were
observed:
 a statistically significant reduction of six percentage points (equivalent to 20
per cent) in the one-year reconviction rate;
 a statistically significant reduction in the frequency of reoffending of 60
recordable offences per 100 released prisoners (equivalent to a reduction of
around 50 per cent in the frequency of proven reoffending);
 no statistically significant impact was found on the severe reconviction rate.

5.25

Although a full cost-benefit analysis has not yet been completed, the evidence
suggests that for a relatively small investment, substantial savings to the
criminal justice system and wider society could be generated, based on the
number of crimes prevented.

5.26

The research also found that the programme was not always delivered to the
most suitable prisoners. A stronger reduction in the rate and frequency of
reoffending was found for participants who met the suitability criteria. This
suggests that a stricter application of the targeting criteria could further enhance
the effectiveness of the programme in reducing reoffending. The National
Offender Management Service reported that it has introduced much stricter
targeting in recent years.

5.27

Therapeutic Communities may also be effective in reducing reoffending. Unlike
other group-based programmes, the offenders live together in a community that
is intended to be fully focused on encouraging and supporting positive change.
They typically cater for people with similar problems, for example some focus
on people with drug problems, others on people with mental illness. In prisons,
some are focused on sex offenders. They tend to be very small units and vary
in the specific interventions they use, although some use cognitive behavioural
programmes. This makes them difficult to evaluate: there is limited robust
evidence on their effectiveness and most of the evidence is American, but there
is some promising evidence of their effectiveness for drug misusers 167 .

Evidence on the effectiveness of non-accredited interventions is generally less
well-developed.
5.28

58

A large number of non-accredited interventions are delivered in this country to
offenders in prison and the community. These programmes address a wide
range of offender problems (for example, relating to family relationships, finance
and debt advice, attitudinal/motivational issues and employment and skills
training). In principle, because these interventions tackle issues which have
been shown to relate to reoffending, they have the potential to reduce further
offending. However, as yet there is insufficient conclusive evaluation evidence
to show this. This may be due to a range of factors: the offenders taking part
may be those most motivated to succeed and finding matching control groups is
therefore not straightforward; initiatives are often small-scale; their delivery may
vary between areas; and their aims may often not primarily be to reduce
reoffending – although this may be a by-product – but to bring about other
beneficial change (for example, in prisoners’ family relationships).
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Problem-solving courts deal with offenders with specific needs ensuring they
receive effective rehabilitation.
5.29

Problem-solving courts take a specialist approach to deal with offenders with
specific needs, from mental health, to drug abuse or domestic violence. They
aim to address the causes and consequences of offending, dealing with the
underlying problems associated with criminal behaviour. A key principle is
continuity in relationships between the judiciary and individual defendants.
Dedicated courts around mental health needs, domestic violence and drugs
have been piloted in England and Wales.

5.30

The early process evaluation of the drug court pilots 168 found positive
indications from the Dedicated Drugs Court (DDC) in Leeds magistrates’ court
that (full or partial) continuity of the judiciary was associated with a reduction in
the likelihood of reconviction. In addition, greater continuity of magistrates also
appeared to be associated with offenders being less likely to miss a court
hearing and more likely to complete their sentence. However, challenges in
maintaining complete continuity of a bench of magistrates were noted. Other
national and international evaluations of drugs courts have indicated that the
courts could produce savings seven times greater than the cost of the
treatment 169 and other pilots have also found evidence of reductions in
offending behaviour and increased compliance 170,171,172 . However, these
encompass a variety of drugs courts in other countries and may not be directly
comparable with the DDCs in England and Wales.

5.31

Other indications of positive outcomes from problem-solving courts include
increased efficiency of court proceedings (in terms of high guilty plea rates 173 ),
high levels of satisfaction for victims and witnesses and qualitative evidence of
improvements in multi-agency working 174 .

The supervisory relationship between the offender and case manager is
important in rehabilitating offenders and reducing reoffending.
5.32

Research suggests that the supervisory relationship between the offender and
the case manager plays an important role in securing compliance and
promoting desistance; this includes the quality of engagement between the two
parties 175 . Pro-social modelling (where the case manager acts as a positive role
model and encourages and rewards pro-social statements and actions) has
been found to be associated with higher rates of compliance and lower rates of
recidivism. A study in Australia indicated that pro-social modelling produced
significantly lower reconviction rates for those supervised using this method
compared to those supervised without pro-social modelling 176 .

5.33

Interventions have been found to be more effective when delivered by staff
deploying core correctional practices, including building relationships that
support and manage change 177 . The evidence suggests there is a need to
adopt an individualised approach to managing offenders in order to ensure that
their personal needs are identified and addressed. This is in order to address
personal obstacles to desistance and to maximise an individual’s positive
opportunities and networks. Through an Offender Engagement Programme,
NOMS is currently looking at how to promote the quality of engagement in oneto-one supervision, and overcome the barriers to effective engagement, in order
to increase the effectiveness of community orders in reducing reoffending.
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The desistance evidence highlights the importance of an offender’s motivation
and belief in the ability to change.
5.34

In addition to the delivery of interventions known to be associated with reducing
reoffending, desistance evidence suggests that an offender’s motivation and
willingness to change can play an important part in achieving a reduction or
cessation of offending 178 .

5.35

Studies have found evidence that renegotiation of personal identity away from
an ‘offender identity’ through hope (believing that it is possible to ‘go straight’ 179 ,
especially when those working with the offender communicate the same belief),
confidence or agency 180,181 (taking responsibility for their own actions and
futures) is associated with desistance from crime. These findings suggest that
psychological and motivational factors may be important in promoting
desistance.

5.36

The Good Lives model 182 , a strengths-based theoretical model for offender
rehabilitation, hypothesises that offenders seek to meet their basic human
needs through offending and that offending can therefore be addressed if they
learn other, pro-social, ways of meeting their needs. This is seen as a more
motivational and engaging way to work with offenders than more traditional
models of rehabilitation. Although based on established theory, the Good Lives
model is currently lacking in empirical evidence to support its effectiveness in
reducing reoffending or promoting desistance.

The evidence points to the importance of effective resettlement of offenders in
reducing reoffending.
5.37

As noted in chapter 4, offenders often have multiple problems and addressing
these is therefore an important element to their effective resettlement in the
community and the prevention of further offending 183 . The consensus of opinion
is that multi-modal interventions, which address a range of problems, are most
likely to be effective in reducing reoffending 184 . However, interventions
developed to assist resettlement may often target specific issues, such as
accommodation, education, employment or addiction problems, largely in
isolation.

5.38

Many interventions have focused on employment, an area most often noted by
offenders as crucial 185 . There is strong evidence of an association between
employment and reduced offending, although it is difficult to determine a causal
relationship. Studies have shown that the extent and frequency of offending
diminishes when offenders gain employment 186 , and prisoners who had a job
prior to reception were less likely to reoffend post-release 187 . A resettlement
survey in England and Wales 188 found that work intentions after release were
related to reoffending rates. The lowest one-year reoffending rate (45 per cent)
was for those with a paid job to go to, over 10 per cent lower than those with
training or education arranged for release (56 per cent). The small number (two
per cent of the sample) who reported not wanting to work or train had the
highest average reoffending rate (75 per cent). This seems to suggest that
attitudes
towards
employment
and
training
are
important
to
reoffending/desistance.

5.39

It is difficult to single out specific interventions as effective. Striking success
rates in reducing reoffending are sometimes claimed. For example, a National
Grid programme for training and employing young prisoners claimed a
reoffending rate of just seven per cent among those taking part in its scheme 189 .
However, those taking part may have been offenders most motivated to
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succeed, making matching with comparable offenders who did not take part in
the scheme problematic. There is little information about the success of
employment interventions with offenders serving community sentences.
5.40

There is some evidence of the benefits of working in prison. Two U.S studies
have pointed to reduced reoffending linked with employment-focused prison
programmes 190 191 . A rapid evidence assessment conducted by the then DFES
in 2006 192 concluded (based on two U.S studies) that participation in
correctional industry ‘works’ in terms of positive effects on employment
outcomes for offenders. One of the studies 193 observed that offenders who
participated in prison industries had statistically higher rates of employment
than offenders who did not participate, and that they earned higher wages
within one year of release. However, this difference could be attributed to the
factors that caused offenders to be selected for or apply to the work in prison,
rather than the experience itself.

5.41

As well as having the potential to teach offenders technical skills that can be
used in the job market or specific industries, the experience of work can also
provide offenders with a chance to develop ‘softer’ skills such as the ability to
work well with other people. In a survey of 518 women 194 who had held jobs
whilst in prison in England and Wales, participants reported the following
benefits:
 fifty-one per cent said that prison work had helped them to learn to work
regular hours (amongst 18-20 year olds this was 60 per cent and this benefit
decreased with age of prisoner);
 forty-six per cent said it had helped them learn to take orders from a boss;
 fifty-nine per cent said it had helped them to work with other people;
 fifty-two per cent said it had helped them take more responsibility.

5.42

Education is also important to offender resettlement, since it may improve
employment prospects. However, there is only limited evidence, mainly from the
U.S, that basic skills training leads to a reduction in offending 195 .

5.43

Accommodation issues are significant for offenders, especially those released
from prison 196 . However, the relationship between accommodation needs and
offending is complex 197 and understanding of the precise link between meeting
accommodation needs and reducing reoffending is still developing.

5.44

Some interventions have adopted more holistic approaches to tackling
offenders’ resettlement issues, but so far strong evidence of effectiveness in
reducing reoffending is under-developed. One promising programme is the
FOR (Focus on Resettlement) programme, which aims to increase offenders’
motivation to become committed and active in setting their own agenda for
change and to increase their take-up of services that would help with
resettlement upon release. There is some evidence from pathfinder projects
that certain groups of prisoners were reconvicted at a lower rate than
comparison groups from the same prisons 198 .

5.45

A range of interventions have also been established in recent years to tackle
the resettlement needs of short-term prisoners – for example, under the
EXODUS scheme. This group typically has multiple problems but is often not in
prison long enough for these to be addressed 199 . Currently, the evidence base
about what works in this area is relatively undeveloped, although a number of
qualitative studies and process evaluations have been conducted.
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5.46

Mentoring may help both young people 200 and adults 201 desist from reoffending.
Mentoring has also been used for young people who are considered at risk of
offending. Mentors may help offenders or ‘at risk’ individuals tackle a wide
range of problems (for example to get skills and qualifications or work, to get
stable accommodation), including by facilitating access to other services, or
help them by addressing their attitudes to offending. It is not clear from research
to date what are the most valuable features of mentoring or how cost-effective it
is in comparison to other interventions.

Effective resettlement support for young people leaving custody is also an
important factor in reducing reoffending.
5.47

As discussed in chapter 3, certain risk factors may add to a young person’s
likelihood of offending and reoffending. Post-custody support has been found to
be particularly important in the first few days of release 202 , and is especially
effective when it addresses accommodation needs, and education, training and
employment problems. The Youth Justice Board’s Resettlement and Aftercare
Provision (RAP) programme (which focused on substance misuse and mental
health in 2007/08) and NACRO’s ‘On-Side’ project (2003) xxiii demonstrated that
tackling health needs and having a key worker may have provided the extra
support needed to reduce the likelihood of reoffending. Other, more
comprehensive resettlement schemes have suggested that supporting young
people more effectively on their release from custody could potentially save
substantial amounts of money through the reduction of reoffending 203 .

Reparation and restorative justice
A range of reparative and restorative justice approaches are already in use.
5.48

Restorative processes used by the police include offenders apologising to
victims, returning or replacing stolen items, or making good any damage
caused directly to the victim or society. These approaches are particularly used
for shoplifting, assault and criminal damage. If the police employ restorative
approaches instead of more resource intensive disposals such as cautions and
reprimands, this could potentially provide cost savings. However, more
research is required to test this.

5.49

Financial penalties can compensate society whilst punishing offenders as some
allow direct reparative compensation to be paid to victims. Financial penalties
also provide reparation to victims through the victims’ surcharge, a levy on
financial penalties which funds services for victims.

5.50

To provide reparation to the victim, conditions can be set that coerce offenders
to repair damaged property, replace stolen goods, pay compensation or simply
apologise to the victims. In one recent survey it was found that victims’
satisfaction was highest where the aims of the conditional cautioning had been
explained to them and they were consulted on whether the offender should
receive this disposal 204 .

5.51

Unpaid work/community payback can be given as a requirement of a
community sentence. It requires offenders to complete a specified number of
hours’ work that benefits their local community. In 2009 over 67,000 Community
Payback sentences were successfully completed in England and Wales.

xxiii
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Twenty-five per cent of offenders subject to a stand alone unpaid work
requirement (community payback) were reconvicted 205 .
5.52

Fine Payment Work is a voluntary arrangement which makes provision for
people from whom fines cannot be recovered by any of the normal means, to
work off the outstanding fine through unpaid work. It was initially piloted in five
court areas in 2004 (Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Cumbria, Devon and Cornwall,
and South Yorkshire) and later extended to South Wales in 2007 and Cleveland
in 2008. The pilot was discontinued in April 2009. The pilot evaluation found
attitudes towards fine payment work to be generally positive, but take-up was
low. However, take-up was improved by having a ‘champion’ in place either in
HMCS or in the Probation Service to promote the use of the scheme, maintain
momentum and ensure close working between HMCS and the Probation
Service 206 .

5.53

Youth referral orders are disposals available to juveniles in the community and
involve the offender being referred to a young offender panel which consists of
a YOT representative, two lay members and can also be attended by victims.
The panel agrees a contract with the young person which includes rehabilitation
and reparation.

5.54

Reparation Orders require a young offender to undertake reparation either
directly for the victim or for the community at large (for example, cleaning up
graffiti or undertaking community work). In 2008/09 there were 25,865 referral
orders given (14 per cent of all disposals) and 4,720 reparation orders (3 per
cent of all disposals).

The evidence on restorative justice is promising.
5.55

A range of restorative justice approaches are used at various stages of the
criminal justice process in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Germany and
Northern Ireland. Evidence suggests that a variety of restorative justice
approaches have a positive impact on victim satisfaction and may have a
positive impact on reoffending in some circumstances.

5.56

The Youth Conference Service, introduced in Northern Ireland in 2003, for
example, is used for a wide array of offences with a quarter of referrals
(between 2003 and 2005) for violence against the person offences. There are
two types of conference – diversionary, where a person is referred prior to
conviction, and court-ordered, where a young person is referred postconviction. It is too early to reach definitive conclusions about the effectiveness
of youth conferencing but there is evidence to suggest that victims are satisfied
with the process and outcomes.

5.57

A 2005 evaluation of the court-referred Restorative Justice (RJ) Pilot in New
Zealand found that 92 per cent of victims who participated in court-referred RJ
conferences said they were pleased they took part and three-quarters felt better
as a result of taking part. Ninety-four per cent of the victims in the pilot said their
needs were met, at least partly, through the conference agreement. The
evaluation also concluded that the effect of conferences on reoffending rates
was not statistically significant.

5.58

A meta-analysis of the effectiveness of 35 individual restorative justice
programmes in Canada concluded that, in general, the programmes had a
positive impact on reoffending rates, in comparison with non-restorative justice
interventions 207 .
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5.59

A joint Home Office and Ministry of Justice commissioned evaluation of a
number of restorative justice pilots found that 85 per cent of victims who
participated in the restorative process said they were satisfied with the
experience. The evaluation also found that when looking at these pilots
together, they were effective in reducing the frequency of reoffending 208 . Recent
further analysis of the data by the Ministry of Justice has suggested that the
size of this impact was around 14 per cent.

Deterrence and incapacitation
Various aspects of the criminal justice system have a deterrent effect. Evidence
suggests that the likelihood of being caught is more of a deterrent than the
severity of the punishment given 209 210 211 .
5.60

The deterrent effect of punishment on crime can, in theory, come from either
the probability of detection or from the severity of the punishment (type and
length of sentence). There is good evidence that the probability of being
detected and punished generates deterrence. The evidence in support of a
deterrent effect via punishment severity is much weaker and much more mixed.
Most robust studies of sentence severity find no evidence of a deterrent effect
although there are a few less robust studies that do find an impact 212 .

5.61

The impact of deterrence depends on the individual. One model of criminal
behaviour assumes that everyone is ‘rational’ in that they behave in a way that
gives them the biggest overall possible benefit. As law-breaking brings with it
the risk of being caught and punished, this model assumes that people who like
taking risks will spend more of their time committing crime than people who
dislike taking risks. As this model assumes the most active criminals are likely
to enjoy risk-taking, it follows that making punishment more certain would
reduce crime by more than making punishment more severe. However, this
approach depends on people being reasonably well-informed about the
likelihood of getting caught as well as the punishment that would follow.

5.62

Some research indicates that deterrence via severity of punishment is less
likely to apply to ‘crimes of passion’. In the immediate moment (e.g. at the
scene of a potential crime), the effect is likely to be small, especially where
crimes are impulsive or offenders’ judgement is impaired (e.g. through alcohol).
Analysis of the deterrent effect of disposal severity in the longer term is
hampered by the difficulty in disentangling deterrent effects from incapacitation.

Prison may provide an incapacitation effect on individual offenders.
5.63

Incapacitation can prevent an offender from committing crime during their
period of imprisonment by removing them from society. Incapacitation in itself
cannot prevent crime in the future occurring after release (this would arise from
deterrence, rehabilitation and offenders ageing and maturing), nor can it
prevent others committing the crimes the incapacitated offender would have
committed (this is determined by the effectiveness of crime prevention in the
community).

5.64

To date there has been no clear consensus from criminologists and
commentators about whether there is an incapacitation effect at all, and if so, its
scale. At the extremes:
 some argue an incapacitation effect exists and is large. To assess how
large in terms of crimes committed, analysts need to estimate how many
offences are committed that go undetected for each conviction that is
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5.65

secured. Some reports have estimated this could be as high as 140
offences per conviction 213 ;
there are also some who argue that there is no such thing as an
incapacitation effect – and all that imprisonment achieves is a
postponement of a given level of offending 214 . This implies that
imprisonment has no impact on crime levels, other than by acting as a
deterrent or by acting as a place for rehabilitation. Under this hypothesis, it
is irrelevant how many offences would have been committed during the
period of incapacitation as these offences would be postponed and
committed on release.

There is evidence that incapacitation through short periods in custody can be
criminogenic, meaning that it can actually lead to further crime in the future
when compared to alternatives such as community sentences 215 216 .

Public protection
5.66

In addition to incapacitating offenders in custody, public protection is achieved
through monitoring and managing offenders in the community.

Sexual and violent offenders are managed in the community through MultiAgency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA).
5.67

MAPPAs are a multi-agency approach to managing sexual and violent
offenders in the community. The police, probation and prison services have a
statutory obligation to lead the MAPPA process, while other agencies (health,
local authorities and other agencies) have a ‘duty to cooperate’. The research
on MAPPA to date has been largely qualitative, focussing on evaluating the
operation of MAPPA. One study 217 found that MAPPA areas advocated the use
of various methods to manage offenders, including: controls to restrict offender
behaviour; programmes to address offending behaviour; and the use of
discretionary powers to disclose information regarding the offender to third
parties.

Offenders in the community can also be monitored through electronic tags.
5.68

Electronic monitoring can be added as a requirement to a community order.
Home Detention Curfew (HDC) was introduced across England and Wales in
January 1999 and involves electronically monitoring offenders upon release
from custody. Reoffending figures for those on HDC show that in 2008/09 4.6
per cent offenders’ reoffended whilst on HDC 218 . A forthcoming report on HDC
uses centrally held data on sentencing and offender criminal histories to
evaluate the effectiveness of HDC in terms of reducing reoffending.

Sentencing: public knowledge and perceptions
5.69

Although overall sentencing trends show increasing use of custodial sentences
and reduced use of financial penalties, the prevailing public perception is that
the criminal justice system is too lenient. In 2007/08 just over three-quarters of
British Crime Survey respondents felt that the sentences passed by the courts
were too lenient, 219 a proportion that has remained fairly stable since the
question was first asked in the mid-nineties 220 .
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5.70

The British Crime Survey has also shown, however, that this is in part because
knowledge of crime and actual sentencing practice is limited: many people are
unduly negative about crime trends, the proportion of crime that is violent, and
under-estimate the severity of sentencing 221 . When the public are presented
with all the facts of a case and asked to decide for themselves what an
appropriate sentence would be, they tend to suggest sentences which are no
more severe, and in some cases less severe, than those handed down by the
courts. There is evidence that the public want sentence lengths to correspond
with the time served and that they recognise this is not currently the case 222,223 .

5.71

In general, knowledge of community sentences tends to be poorer than
custodial sentences and there is some evidence that the public tend
to see community sentences as less effective. However, the public are still open
to considering community sentences as an appropriate option in certain
circumstances, and consider that they should be used as a way of making
offenders pay back to the community 224 .

5.72

More generally, there is good evidence that providing information can in itself
improve levels of knowledge and confidence in the system 225,226 . Research has
also shown that an ‘informed’ public are more likely to support part of a
custodial sentence being served in the community and more likely to favour
incentives for early release 227 .

5.73

Recent research found that people recognised that the different purposes of
sentencing are conceptually and empirically intertwined in ways that make it
difficult to rank them. Survey respondents placed high value on four out of five
sentencing purposes, reparation being the one that secured least support and
public protection securing the most 228 .
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Chapter Six: Delivery systems
Overview
6.1

Given the demands on the system and the current financial resource climate
there is scope to increase effectiveness and efficiency through the use of
different delivery systems. A number of approaches – which encourage and
provide incentives for local joint working and greater focus on outcomes – have
been tried in other sectors in the UK and abroad. Not all of these have been
fully evaluated yet but some of the early results are promising and offer practical
lessons for applying these ideas to the criminal justice context in England and
Wales.

6.2

There is a strong case for investing in rehabilitation. The economic and social
costs of crime are far greater than those costs which offenders place on public
services. Focusing on rehabilitation could therefore generate significant benefits
to society through having fewer victims of crime, less damage and destruction
of property and more offenders becoming productive members of society. In
addition there could be cost savings to government through reduction in
demand for services, such as the criminal justice system, and increases in
taxable earnings.

6.3

The evidence suggests that particular gains can be made by focusing strategies
on prolific offenders because this group places the greatest demand on the
system, causes the greatest costs to victims and wider society, and is typically
dealt with through short custodial sentences where there is limited scope for
intervention.

Promising approaches
Criminal Justice agencies and wider partners can deliver services in a more
joined up way in order to increase effectiveness.
6.4

Multi-agency working is not new but has received increasing attention in recent
years as a way of tackling the multiple problems of offenders. There are
indications of potential benefits of joint working at a local level and adopting a
case-management approach to addressing individuals’ circumstances. The
following section outlines some of the initiatives that have been trialled in the
UK and internationally.

Integrated Offender Management (IOM) Pioneer Areas
6.5
IOM is a partnership approach that brings together statutory criminal justice
agencies and wider partners including the voluntary sector in joint work to
reduce reoffending. IOM has been developed through a ‘bottom-up’ approach
and provides a strategic framework for targeting resources to ensure that
offenders do not fall through the gaps of existing provision.
6.6

Six pioneer IOM areas received central support to develop IOM approaches
and share learning between 2008/09 and 2009/10. A process evaluation, breakeven analysis and impact evaluation feasibility study have been jointly
commissioned by the Ministry of Justice and the Home Office on five of the
pioneer IOM areas.
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Diamond Initiative
6.7
The Diamond Initiative took a slightly different approach to IOM, based on a
Justice Reinvestment (see below) model called ‘million dollar blocks’ in the US,
which invested money in neighbourhoods with high concentrations of offenders
with the aim of saving money through preventative interventions. In London,
new multi-agency teams consisting of officers from police, probation, local
authority and other partners were set up in targeted wards to provide local and
flexible delivery of resettlement assistance to adult offenders returning to the
xxiv
community following short-term custody (under 12 months) . There is some
early, tentatively positive evidence in support of the Diamond Initiative. The
Metropolitan Police is undertaking a fuller and more conclusive assessment
which is expected in 2011 229 .
Total Place Approach
6.8
The Total Place Approach aims to overcome the inefficiency and expense of
multiple reporting and recording systems, with public spending focusing on the
consequences rather than causes of problems, complex lines of accountability
for public spending and barriers to data sharing. Each of the 13 pilot areas
reviewed their current spending and identified many potential areas where they
could save money and increase efficiency by delivering services differently. For
example, one local authority estimated that by adopting the single assessment
approach and allowing this assessment to be passed between organisations it
could achieve efficiency gains to the value of £135k per annum for those on
short term sentences 230 .
Community Justice
6.9
Community Justice aims to deliver a more holistic approach to offender
management through the court working collaboratively with other criminal
justice agencies, support services and community groups to address problems
related to offending behaviour. A process evaluation of the North Liverpool
Community Justice Centre 231 reported improvements in efficiency of court
proceedings when compared with the national average. For example, a higher
number of guilty pleas and a lower number of hearings per case indicated that
cases in the centre were, on average, dealt with quicker than in mainstream
courts in England and Wales.
6.10

An initial evaluation of reconviction rates in North Liverpool and Salford 232 ,
found there was no significant difference between the reconviction rates of
offenders in the Community Justice Initiatives and a control group of similar
offenders in Greater Manchester. However, the breach rates of those
sentenced in the Community Justice Initiatives were found to be significantly xxv
higher than those in the comparison group, although this could have been
attributable to increased scrutiny of this group.

Community Justice Panels
6.11 Community Justice Panels can be used to engage communities and give
people more of a say in sentencing/punishment. They aim to bring the CJS
closer to communities and increase transparency and visibility and in turn
increase confidence. A Community Justice Panel (South Somerset) was set up
in January 2005. There has been no evaluation of the impact on reoffending to
date.

xxiv
xxv
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Financial incentives can also be used to encourage local areas to work together
to reduce demand on the system.
6.12

Justice Re-Investment (JR) is a data-driven approach to reduce corrections
‘spending and reinvest savings in strategies that can decrease crime and
strengthen neighbourhoods in US states 233 . JR proposes moving funds spent
on punishment of offenders to programmes designed to tackle the underlying
problems which give rise to the criminal behaviour 234 .

6.13

The introduction of JR initiatives across different US jurisdictions has been
linked to reductions in prison population numbers and easing of fiscal
pressures 235 . In 2007, the Kansas prison population was expected to increase
by 22 per cent by 2016 at a cost of approximately $500 million in additional
construction and operating costs. The state legislature decided to create an
incentive for locally operated community corrections programmes to employ risk
reduction strategies that were already in place for parolees with the aim of
reducing or flattening the rate of growth projected for the prison population.

6.14

The 2007 legislature provided an additional $4 million to local community
corrections programmes, and at the same time created an expectation that
programmes receiving the additional funding reduce by 20 per cent the number
of revocations for violating conditions of supervision and convictions for
committing new crimes. In his statement to a hearing on justice reinvestment in
2009, Roger Werholtz, Secretary of Kansas Department of Corrections reported
that the programs achieved the 20 per cent reduction within one year and
exceeded it in the second year. As a result of this, and existing risk reduction
strategies, he also reported that the State had been able to close three small
prison units and a cell house at a fourth that would save over $4 million
annually, in addition to other additional costs that would be avoided over a five
year period 236 .

6.15

In the UK, a pilot is being planned in which the Ministry of Justice would pay
local authorities and service providers if they were successful in reducing court
convictions and court disposals for adult and youth offenders in the local areas.
The Financial Incentive Model would share the savings that accrue to the
Ministry of Justice if the pilot area was successful in reducing convictions, so
that they would be available to the local authority for reinvestment in further
crime prevention activity at the local level in line with their priorities. Two tests
are currently proposed in Manchester City Region and across a number of
London Boroughs, in order to gather evidence on the potential for local partners
(such as police, probation and the local authority) to work together more
efficiently and effectively, and specifically to test if financial incentives can
motivate local areas to allocate resources in a more efficient and effective way
to reduce crime and criminal justice costs. The success of these tests will be
assessed.
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Providers can be incentivised to innovate to deliver results by paying them
according to the outcomes they achieve.
Aims and rationale for payment by results:
6.16 The central concept of payment by results is that voluntary, private and
potentially other public sector organisations are contracted by government to
achieve a specified outcome (e.g. a reduction in offending), rather than being
paid for processes or outputs (such as number of offenders passing through a
programme). It is intended to incentivise greater efficiency: evidence from
organisational economics states that financial incentives can lead to higher
effort and performance, particularly in the private sector. Prescription as to how
they achieve the outcome is minimal, to encourage innovation. Focusing on
just one outcome can also remove the need for multiple performance
management and reporting arrangements and could reduce the data burden
placed on contractors.
6.17

The contractor carries the risk of losing the money invested upfront if the
outcome is not achieved, but is rewarded financially if the outcome is achieved.
Payment by results can therefore allow investment in longer term, preventative
measures without risking large sums of public money on an ineffective
intervention. The idea is that these investments can essentially pay for
themselves by providing long term savings to the system, a share of which may
be used for the outcome payments for successful providers.

Applying payment by results to criminal justice aims
6.18 The use of payment by results in the UK to reduce offending, reoffending or
demand on certain areas of the criminal justice system is in the early stages of
development. At present only one pilot has begun in the UK and formal
evaluation will not be complete for some time. However, elements of payment
by results are being used in: NOMS to contract resettlement interventions;
some US states; and other sectors in the UK. The following gives a brief outline
of these projects and some of the early lessons learned.
Payment by results and employment
6.19 The payment by results approach has been used by the Department for Work
and Pensions (DWP) in developing the welfare-to-work system. A review
commissioned by the department reported that an outcome-based approach
could deliver significantly improved results for the hard to help and that there
were clear potential gains from contracting services, bringing in innovation with
a different skill set. Subsequently DWP developed a new approach to the
commissioning of employment services, and adopted it for the contracted
element of a number of employment programmes.
6.20
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While there has been insufficient time to assess fully the impact of provision
commissioned in this way, DWP has recently published a survey of providers’
early experiences of this approach. Early findings suggested that there had
been positive changes in the marketplace; there was a healthy level of
competition during the tendering processes and active participation from the
voluntary and private sectors in delivery. However, the scheme was not equally
appealing to all service providers. The model also encouraged some interesting
and helpful innovations which could be applied elsewhere, such as a strong
focus on customer satisfaction, performance monitoring systems, and the
introduction of a common IT system across the provider network.
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Payment by results in the US
6.21 America Works is a for-profit organisation, financed through incentive
payments, that specialises in moving unskilled and minimally experienced
welfare recipients into existing private sector jobs. It has run welfare-to-work
programmes since 1984 and began running a programme to place ex-offenders
in employment in 2001 in New York. Their approach operates through intensive
work-readiness training and basic skill-building, rapid job attachment, and
intensive support services during the probationary period to ensure job retention
of ex-offenders 237 . The programme has since been extended to Oakland,
Newark and Baltimore.
6.22

America Works is paid differential rates depending on how long an offender
sustains employment; the total payment for an average ex-offender (who
remains in place for 180 days) is $5,000. The for-profit organisation estimates
that each ex-offender placed in employment by them saves the US taxpayer
$30,000 annually. However, America Works have recognised that their
evaluation to date has been limited by problems of self-selection of participants
and therefore they have begun a two-year control/experimental study in New
York to assess the impact of work on recidivism. They intend to publish their
findings in 2011.

Payment by results in the criminal justice context
6.23 The NOMS Co-Financing Organisation (NOMS CFO) secures external money
from the European Social Fund in order to contract out resettlement activity
aimed at reducing reoffending. It is operational in 80 per cent of English
prisons. All externally funded contracts offered by the NOMS CFO team since
2002 have operated under the principles of payment by results. Current NOMS
CFO Contracts are let on a prime/sub provider model with prime providers
receiving 30 per cent of the contract costs based on performance. NOMS CFO
use the specifically designed Caseload And Tracking System (CATS) to assist
them to measure the ‘distance-travelled’ by offenders against a range of
outcomes related to education, training and employment. The 70/30 per cent
split is designed to acknowledge the expertise offered by small local voluntary
and community sector organisations as well as social enterprises - NOMS CFO
has found that offering a larger percentage of the contract as payment by
results excludes these organisations from the tendering process. Using a
regional performance management structure the NOMS CFO contracting model
is viewed as an effective mechanism for the delivery of good quality, effective,
value for money outcomes to offenders which in turn should contribute to
reducing reoffending.
6.24

The first project to use payment by results directly to attempt to reduce
reoffending is the pilot of a Social Impact Bond (SIB) initiative, which began at
HMP Peterborough in August 2010. The Ministry of Justice has signed a
contract with a social investment organisation which will aim to reduce the
reoffending of three cohorts of 1,000 men who are serving custodial sentences
of less than 12 months and are discharged from the prison. If the contractor
achieves a 10 per cent or greater reduction in reconviction events within the first
year after release, compared with a matched comparison group, for each cohort
(or 7.5 per cent across all three cohorts), they will receive a pre-agreed sum of
money for each prevented conviction event. If they do not achieve this target,
they will be paid nothing.

6.25

Prisoners sentenced to short term custodial sentences currently get no or very
little rehabilitative support on release, and yet have the highest reoffending
rates. The SIB aims to reduce the reoffending of this group, without risking
public money on an unsuccessful intervention. The money that the contractors
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will receive if they are successful is a share of the savings expected to be made
through the reduced number of conviction events. However, we would expect
that there would be additional wider benefits to reducing the offending of this
group. The primary contractors have employed sub-contractors to deliver their
interventions, which are based around ‘through-the-gate’ mentoring and
‘signposting’ to resettlement services. An evaluation of this pilot is being
commissioned and early qualitative findings around the set-up and
implementation of the pilot will be available in 2011.
Practical lessons in developing payment by results models
6.26 The evidence suggests some potential benefits to using payment by results in
the field of offender management. The literature has also identified some
valuable lessons which will aid the development of effective payment by results
approaches and the design of effective evaluation strategies: 238 239 240
 thought needs to be given to the design of contracting models to ensure the
market for payment by results contracts includes smaller organisations.
These might include sub-contractors (which are being trialled in the
Peterborough pilot) or a split between outcome-based and more traditional
payment mechanisms (as used by DWP and NOMS CFO);
 the specification of baselines and outcome measures determining payments
need to take account of the potential influence of macro-economic impacts,
local labour market conditions and wider government policies; for example,
it may become more difficult to place an offender in employment in
circumstances or areas where there are higher levels of unemployment;
 it is important to design organisational and staff incentive structures that
promote effective management of offenders, and mitigate against a range of
risks such as:
- organisations focusing only on low-risk offenders who require less
intensive support;
- staff fail to report client failures or tolerate a degree of relapse, or refer
more difficult clients back to the courts rather than tackle noncompliance in other ways.
 there are some specific design considerations associated with the
involvement of for-profit companies, including the need to ensure
consistency of service should a company need to withdraw its services, for
example as a result of bankruptcy.

The case for investment in rehabilitation
6.27

As discussed in earlier chapters, reoffending remains high despite the
significant increase in public expenditure on offender management in recent
years. There has been a marginal improvement in reoffending rates for some
offender groups in recent years, but reoffending increased for those released
from prison or starting a community sentence since 2006. This has mainly been
driven by those with more than ten previous offences, and there has been an
increase in reoffending rates for those offenders sentenced to less than 12
months in custody from 58 per cent in 2000 to 61 per cent in 2008.

6.28

The economic and social costs of crime are far greater than those costs which
offenders place on public services. Focusing on rehabilitation could therefore
generate significant benefits to society through having fewer victims of crime,
less damage and destruction of property and more offenders becoming
productive members of society. In addition there could be cost savings to
government through reduction in demand for services, such as the criminal
justice system, and increases in taxable earnings. These savings, however, are
likely to form only a small percentage of the total benefit to society and
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reductions in demand for government services can be difficult to turn into
realisable cash savings due to the difficulty in liquidising assets (e.g. prisons).
As such, any cashable benefit to government is likely to be significantly less
than the total benefit to society. The Treasury Green Book and the Cabinet
Office Social Return on Investment guidance both provide guidance on how this
should be considered when making investment decisions.
6.29

Overall, the evidence on cost effectiveness of running rehabilitation
programmes and the wider benefits to society is still being developed. A
promising example is the Drug Treatment Outcome Research Study 241 . This
longitudinal study into drug treatment programmes in England has estimated
that for every £1 spent on treatment, society is estimated to gain a benefit worth
£2.50. Whilst this study has some limitations, especially around control groups
and participation rates, it demonstrated the potential size of benefits to society
from increased rehabilitation.

6.30

The evidence suggests that particular gains can be made by focusing strategies
on prolific offenders, because this group places the greatest demand on the
system, causes the greatest costs to victims and wider society, and is typically
dealt with through short custodial sentences where there is limited scope for
intervention.

73

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

Glossary

Absolute discharge
A sentence of the court which does not impose any punishment on the offender
following conviction, but the offender's discharge will appear on his or her criminal
record.
Accredited programmes
Programmes which have been assessed against rigorous criteria by the Correctional
Services Accreditation Panel and approved for use in prisons and/or the community.
Acquisitive crime
Crime committed in order to gain money or possessions, e.g. shoplifting, fraud, theft or
drug trafficking.
Acquittal
A verdict or direction of not guilty.
Adult offender
Offenders aged 18 and over.
Average custodial sentence length (ACSL)
Average length of determinate custodial sentences (in months); this excludes
indeterminate sentences (life or Imprisonment for Public Protection Sentences) as the
length of these sentences is not recorded.
Breach
Breach of a Court Order (for breach of licence see Recalls).
British Crime Survey (BCS)
The British Crime Survey is a large nationally representative survey of adults over the
age of 16. Respondents are randomly selected from the population resident in
households in England and Wales. The survey asks people in detail about their
experiences of crime in the 12 months prior to interview. Since January 2009, children
have been included in the survey. The first (experimental) results for this age group
were published in Spring 2010 (Millard and Flatley, 2010). This paper focuses only on
results for adults aged 16 or over.
Cannabis warnings
Cannabis warnings were introduced in April 2004 and can be administered to persons
aged 18 or over if they are found to be in possession of a small amount of cannabis
and have not previously received a cannabis warning, PND for cannabis possession or
any previous convictions.
Caution
Cautions include ‘simple cautions’, ‘conditional cautions’ and reprimands and warnings
(which replaced cautions for juveniles on 1 June 2000). A caution may be given to an
offender aged 18 or over when there is sufficient evidence for a conviction and it is not
considered to be in the public interest to instigate criminal proceedings. Offenders must
admit guilt and consent to a caution in order for one to be given. For offenders aged 10
to 17, there is a system of reprimands and warnings.

74

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

Community Order
This non-custodial sentence was introduced under the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and
replaced all existing community sentences for adults. The maximum length of the order
is three years and the court must impose one or more of 12 possible requirements,
such as supervision, unpaid work and drug treatment.
Community sentences
Offenders sentenced to a community sentence serve their whole sentence in the
community rather than prison. Since 2003 this includes Community Orders and
Suspended Sentence Orders. Pre 2003 Community sentences included: Community
Punishment Order (CPO); Community Rehabilitation Order (CRO); Community
Punishment and Rehabilitation Order (CPRO); and Drug Treatment and Testing Order
(DTTO).
Compensation Orders
Compensation Orders allow a court to make an order requiring an offender - convicted
of any offence - to pay compensation for any personal injury or loss resulting from that
offence or to make payments in respect of a death resulting from any such offence
(excluding motoring offences). There is a limit of £5,000 per offence that can be
imposed by a magistrates’ court. The Crown Court has unlimited powers but must have
regard to the means of the offender. There are different arrangements for payment for
young offenders.
Conditional discharge
A discharge of a convicted defendant on the condition that s/he does not reoffend
within a specified period of time (not exceeding three years). If the offender commits an
offence during that period the court may re-sentence the offender for the original
offence.
Confiscation Orders
A Confiscation Order is an order made against a convicted defendant ordering them to
pay the amount of their benefit from crime. Unlike a forfeiture order, a confiscation
order is not directed towards a particular asset. It does not deprive the defendant or
anyone else of title to any property.
Convicted unsentenced
Those who have been convicted of an offence and are awaiting sentence.
Conviction
A conviction in a court in England or Wales for a standard list offence. Standard list
offences are all indictable and triable-either-way offences plus a range of the more
serious summary offences such as assault, criminal damage (£5,000 or less) and
driving without insurance.
Correctional Services Accreditation Panel (CSAP)
The Correctional Services Accreditation Panel is a panel of experts, which helps the
Ministry of Justice and NOMS to develop and implement high quality offender
programmes and promotes excellence in programme design. Its main work is to
accredit programmes which are designed to reduce reoffending. It uses an evidence
base approach to assess programmes. Applications are assessed against a set of
accreditation criteria based on the lessons learnt from international research about
what works in reducing reoffending. Accreditation is subject to review in recognition
that the weight of evidence may shift as new evidence becomes available.
Criminal offence
A criminal act punishable by law.
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Crown Court
The Crown Court deals with all criminal cases committed for trial by magistrates’ courts
and sent to the Crown Court for sentencing by the magistrates’ courts. Cases for trial
are heard before a judge and jury. The Crown Court also acts as an appeal Court for
cases heard and dealt with by the Magistrates.
Custodial sentence
A sentence where immediate detention is imposed on the offender. A suspended
custodial sentence may also be imposed, where the custodial period is suspended with
a presumption that it will be served if the offender breaches any community
requirements imposed or commits a further offence whilst the sentence is operational.
If the offender is given a sentence of 12 months or over, or is aged under 22 on
release, the offender is supervised by the Probation Service on release. [It is important
to note that the sentence length imposed will be longer than the time served in custody.
For more information please refer to Appendix A of the Offender Management
Caseload Statistics 2008].
Custody rates
This is a measure of all persons sentenced to immediate custody as a proportion of all
persons sentenced. It excludes offenders sentenced to non-custodial sentences and
Suspended Sentence Orders, but includes all determinate custodial sentences, life
sentences and Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPPs).
Desistance
Desistance is a process by which someone moves from a state of offending to nonoffending and maintaining that state. This can be a gradual process involving a
reduction in frequency of offending and/or seriousness of offending. There is some
academic discussion about the point at which someone should be recognised as
having successfully desisted from crime.
Detention and Training Order (DTO)
The Detention and Training Order (DTO) is the main custodial sentence for juvenile
offenders aged 12 to 17 years old. The DTO can be for a term of 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 18 or
24 months, up to half of which may be served in detention, the remainder in the
community under the supervision of a probation officer, social worker or a member of a
YOT. It is available for young offenders who have been convicted of an offence
punishable by imprisonment in the case of someone aged 21 or over. It is available for
males and females.
Deterrence
There are two different types of deterrence:
 Specific deterrence focuses on the individual. It is concerned with whether
undergoing a particular punishment discourages the individual from future
criminal acts by instilling an understanding of the consequences.
 General deterrence focuses on prevention of crime in the general population. It
is concerned with whether punishment in public view (for example, making
example of specific offenders) discourages other individuals from future criminal
acts.
Disposal
A disposal is the result when an offender is found responsible for committing an
offence and can be administered either out of court or will be the sentence of a court on
either a plea or finding of guilt.
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End of custody licence (ECL)
This scheme existed between June 2007 and March 2010 whereby all prisoners aged
18 years and over who were serving a determinate custodial sentence of between four
weeks and under four years were eligible for release from prison under temporary
licence up to 18 days earlier than would otherwise have been the case subject to
serving a minimum 7 days in custody from date of sentence, except for those excluded
as a result of their offence type or for other reasons.
Financial penalty
In this paper, a sentence of the court which involves the offender being ordered by a
court to pay money as punishment for his/her crime. This includes fines and
compensation orders.
Fine
Fines are a monetary penalty imposed on individuals and organisations who have
committed a criminal act. Fines are given to punish an offender financially by limiting
the amount of money they have to spend and are usually given for less serious
offences that do not merit a community or prison sentence. They can also be given in
conjunction with certain other sentences.
First time entrant
An offender receiving his or her first conviction, caution, reprimand or warning in
England or Wales, as recorded on the Police National Computer.
Foreign national offenders
Those convicted offenders who are non UK citizens.
Her Majesty's Courts Service (HMCS)
Her Majesty’s Courts Service is an executive agency of the Ministry of Justice. Its remit
is to deliver justice effectively and efficiently to the public. It is responsible for managing
the magistrates’ courts, the Crown Court, county courts, the High Court and Court of
Appeal in England and Wales.
Homicide
In this paper, the term ‘homicide’ covers the offences of murder, manslaughter and
infanticide. Murder and manslaughter are common law offences that have never been
defined by statute, although they have been modified by statute. The offence of
infanticide was created by the Infanticide Act 1922 and refined by the Infanticide Act
1938 (s1).
Immediate custodial sentence/ Immediate custody
An immediate custodial sentence is the incarceration of a guilty offender either in
prison or secure therapeutic centre. This differs from a suspended custodial sentence
which is served in the community (see definition below).
Impact assessment
Impact Assessments (IAs) are prepared as part of the process to make policy and
provide an assessment of the costs, benefits and risks to society.
Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP)
A sentence of Imprisonment for Public Protection (IPP) is available for adults aged 21
or over convicted of serious specified violent and sexual offences where the court
considers that there is a significant risk of serious harm to the public because of the
likelihood of the offender committing further specified offences. When imposing an
IPP, the court sets the minimum term to be served in full before the offender is
considered for release by the Parole Board. If released, the offender must be on
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licence for at least ten years before he or she can apply to the Parole Board for the
licence to be terminated. Similar sentences are available for persons aged under 21.
Indeterminate sentences
These cover life sentences and Imprisonment for Public Protection.
Indictable offence
Comprises offences triable only on indictment (indictable only) and ‘triable-either-way’
offences. Indictable-only offences are the most serious breaches of criminal law and
must be tried in the Crown Court. Triable-either-way offences are those where, if
committed by an adult, is triable either on indictment in the Crown Court or summarily
in the magistrates court (see summary offence below).
Intensive Supervision and Surveillance Programme (ISSP)
The Intensive Supervision and Surveillance Programme (ISSP) combines high levels of
community-based surveillance with a comprehensive and sustained focus on tackling
the factors that contribute to the young person’s offending behaviour. ISSP can be
attached to court sentences for community orders for young offenders as a condition of
the order and may also be attached to a bail package and used during Detention and
Training Order (DTO) licences.
Intervention
Any action taken during the course of a prison or community sentence with the aim of
reducing or eradicating further offending behaviour. Interventions may range from
formal programmes to address specific issues related to an individual's offending
behaviour (e.g. attitudes to offending, anger management) to advice and support to
assist with resettlement. Interventions may be delivered by a range of providers,
including statutory agencies, the voluntary and community sector and social
enterprises.
Juveniles
Juveniles are those aged between 10 (the age of criminal responsibility) and 17
(inclusive). In most cases the age at sentence will determine the appropriate sentence
but in some cases it is the offender’s age when s/he committed the offence that will
affect the sentences that are available to the sentencing judge. The majority of
juveniles are sentenced at youth courts.
Legal Aid
Facility for the fees and expenses of counsel, solicitors or other legal representatives
retained by those of modest means to be paid from a fund administered by the Legal
Aid Board.
Licence
Adult offenders receiving a custodial sentence of 12 months or more are released from
custody on licence. For the duration of the licence, an offender is obliged to comply
with the terms of that licence. These may include requirements to report to the
Probation Service, restrictions as to where they may live and what work they may
undertake, and requirements to attend programmes. If an offender breaches their
licence they are liable to be recalled to prison, potentially until the end of their
sentence.
Magistrates’ courts
A court where criminal proceedings are commenced before Justices of the Peace, or
District Judges, who examine the evidence/statements and either deal with the case
themselves or commit to the Crown Court for trial or sentence.
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National Offender Management Service (NOMS)
NOMS is an executive agency of the Ministry of Justice, bringing together the
headquarters of the Probation Service and HM Prison Service to enable more effective
delivery of services.
Notifiable offences/ recorded crime
Police recorded crime statistics cover all ‘notifiable’ offences recorded by the police.
This does not mean all criminal offences, as almost all the more minor summary
offences are excluded (even though the police may record them for their own
investigations). The term ‘notifiable’ covers offences that are notified to the Home
Office. These are collectively known as ‘recorded crime’.
Offence group
A split of offences into twelve separate groups. A more detailed split of the ten
indictable offence groups (violence against the person, sexual offences, burglary,
robbery, theft and handling and stolen goods, fraud and forgery, criminal damage, drug
offences, other indictable offences (excluding motoring), indictable motoring) and the
two summary offence groups (summary non-motoring and summary motoring offence
types).
Offences Brought To Justice (OBTJ)
An offence is brought to justice if it results in either a caution, a conviction, a penalty
notice for disorder, a formal warning for a cannabis offence, or is taken into
consideration by a court.
Offender management services
The structures and processes through which NOMS manages the entire population of
offenders for whom it has responsibility. Also refers to the particular model applied in
managing individual offenders.
Out of court disposals
An alternative way of dealing with an offender rather than prosecuting them in the
criminal courts, depending on the seriousness and consequences of the offence. Out of
court disposals for adults comprise Penalty Notices for Disorder, a caution (including
conditional cautions) or a cannabis warning.
Penalty Notices for Disorder (PND)
A PND is a type of fixed penalty notice that can be issued for a specified range of minor
disorder offences, such as low-level, anti-social and nuisance offending. The police
may issue a PND for one of twenty five offences including three notifiable offences.
Programme
Offender programmes are structured work with offenders aimed at reducing
reoffending, typically by identifying key factors associated with offending behaviour and
addressing those factors through a variety of means. These might include cognitive
behavioural therapy, drug treatment, education and anger management. The basis for
programmes is usually informed by a theory underlying the mechanism of change and
formal direction to those delivering programmes about the content of programme
sessions, the sequencing of delivery and the evaluation of progress.
Percentage point change vs. percentage change
These are different ways of representing numerical change in observed events, for
example reoffending. If the reoffending rate in one year is 50 per cent and in the
following year it is 40 per cent, this could be explained as a 10 percentage point
change in reoffending, or a 20 per cent change.
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Percentage rounding
In this report, percentages have been rounded to whole numbers for ease of reading;
where it was felt the significance of the percentage at one decimal place was needed
the decimal figure remains.
Police National Computer
The Police National Computer (PNC) is the police's administrative IT system used by
all police forces in England and Wales and managed by the National Policing
Improvement Agency. As with any large scale recording system the PNC is subject to
possible errors with data entry and processing. The Ministry of Justice maintains a
database based on weekly extracts of selected data from the PNC in order to compile
statistics and conduct research on reoffending and criminal histories. The PNC largely
covers recordable offences – these are all indictable and triable-either-way offences
plus many of the more serious summary offences. All figures derived from the Ministry
of Justice's PNC database, and in particular those for the most recent months, are
likely to be revised as more information is recorded by the police.
Post-release supervision
All prisoners given a custodial sentence of 12 months or more serve a proportion of
their sentence in custody and are then released on licence. They are supervised by
probation staff before and after release from custody. In addition, offenders with
sentences of less than 12 months who are aged under 22 receive a minimum of 3
months post-release supervision, provided this does not extend beyond their 22nd
birthday.
Pre-release supervision
Home supervising officers along with probation staff in prisons work jointly with prison
staff on sentence planning and management, including consideration of post-release
issues.
Previous criminal history
Previous occasions when an offender has received a conviction, caution, reprimand or
warning, as recorded on the Police National Computer
Principal offence
Where proceedings involve more than one offence the principal offence is defined as
follows:
 where a defendant is found guilty of one offence and acquitted of another, the
offence selected is the one for which they are found guilty;
 where a defendant is found guilty of two or more offences, the offence selected is
the one for which the heaviest sentence is imposed;
 where the same disposal is imposed for two or more offences, the offence selected
is the one for which the statutory maximum penalty is the most severe.
Probation Service
The Probation Service generally deals with those aged 18 years and over. (Those
under 18 are mostly dealt with by Youth Offending Teams.) They are responsible for
supervising adult offenders who are given community sentences and suspended
sentence orders by the courts, as well as offenders given custodial sentences, both pre
and post their release.
Recalls
Prisoners who are returned to custody having breached the terms of their licence.
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Reconviction/proven reoffending
A reconviction is where an offender is convicted at court for an offence committed
within a one year follow up period and convicted within either that period or in a further
six months. Proven reoffending is the same as reconviction but also includes other
forms of criminal justice sanctions (in addition to conviction at court).
Remand
When adjourning a hearing, or committing a defendant to the Crown Court for trial or
sentence, a magistrates’ court may remand the defendant either in custody or on bail.
There is a general statutory right to bail (though there are exceptions), but this may be
denied in specific circumstances: including where the court has substantial grounds for
believing that if a defendant were remanded on bail, he or she would fail to surrender to
custody, commit an offence while on bail, interfere with witnesses, or otherwise
obstruct the course of justice.
Reoffending
The basic concept of reoffending is that someone who has received some form of
criminal justice sanction (such as a conviction or caution) goes on to commit another
offence in a set time period. [See reconviction and proven reoffending for definitions of
the terms used in official statistics].
Reprimands and warnings
These replaced the system of cautioning for young offenders aged under 18 from 1
June 2000. Reprimands can be given to first-time offenders for minor offences, after
which a warning must be given. The latter involves the intervention of a Youth
Offending Team.
Serious offence
Serious offences presented in this paper are those defined in the Ministry of Justice
Reoffending of adults: results from the 2008 cohort England and Wales (2010) Annex
G.
Severe reconviction rate
The number of serious offences that result in a conviction per 100 offenders.
Short sentences – under twelve months
Those sentenced to under twelve months (made under the Criminal Justice Act 1991)
spend the first half of their sentence in prison and are then released and considered ‘at
risk’ for the remaining period. This means they are under no positive obligations and do
not report to the Probation Service but, if they commit a further imprisonable offence
during the at risk period, they can be made to serve the remainder of the sentence in
addition to the punishment for the new offence. The exception to this is those aged 18
to 20 who have a minimum of three months’ supervision on release.
Specified activities
Particular specified activities, such as improving basic skills including reading, writing
and numeracy, attendance at a community drug centre or reparation to victims.
Summary offence
These offences are triable only by a magistrates’ court (unless a defendant is tried at
the Crown Court for a mixture of indictable and summary offences). This group is
dominated by motoring offences for some of which fixed penalties can be issued, but
also includes such offences as common assault and criminal damage up to £5,000.
Suspended Sentence Order (SSO)
A Suspended Sentence Order is made up of the same requirements as a Community
Order and, in the absence of breach is served wholly in the community. It consists of
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an ‘operational period’ (the time for which the custodial sentence is suspended) and a
‘supervision period’ (the time during which any requirements take effect). Both may be
between six months and two years and the ‘supervision period’ cannot be longer than
the ‘operational period’, although it may be shorter. Failure to comply with the
requirements of the order or commission of another offence will almost certainly result
in a custodial sentence.
Time period of graphs
All graphs have been shown for the previous twenty years; 1989 to 2009. Where data
for this time period was not fully available or was considered inconsistent or uncertain,
graphs were produced for the time period for which data was available, consistent
and/or certain.
Untried
In this paper, persons charged with an offence awaiting commencement or
continuation of trial prior to verdict.
Violence against the person
In this paper non-fatal violence including serious violence offences where the injury
inflicted or intended is life threatening, and offences resulting in death, regardless of
intent. The offence group also includes offences involving less serious injury, certain
offences that involve no physical injury and some involving serious intent.

82

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

References

1

Crime in England and Wales 2009/10: Findings from the British Crime Survey and police recorded
crime (second edition) Home Office Statistical Bulletin 12/10.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb1210.pdf
2

Home Office Crime in England and Wales 2009/2010. Research Development Statistics
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/crimeew0910.html

3

Home Office (2010) Crime in England and Wales 2009/10: Findings from the British Crime Survey
and police recorded crime (2nd Edition) http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb1210.pdf

4

Van Dijk, J.J.M., van Kesteren, J.N. and Smit, P. (2008) Criminal Victimisation in International
Perspective, Key findings from the 2004-2005 ICVS and EU ICS. The Hague: Boom Legal
Publishers. http://rechten.uvt.nl/icvs/pdffiles/ICVS2004_05.pdf

5

The economic and social costs of crime against individuals and households 2003/04, Home Office
Online Report 30/05. http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs05/rdsolr3005.pdf

6

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/criminal-statistics-annual.pdf

7

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).

8

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010)
and previous year’s Criminal Statistics publications.

9

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).

10

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).

11

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010)
and previous year’s Criminal Statistics publications.
12

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/omcs-2009-complete-210710a.pdf and Ministry of Justice
Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).
13

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010)
and previous year’s Criminal Statistics publications.
14

Ministry of Justice Judicial and Court Statistics 2009 (October 2010)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/jcs-stats-2009-211010.pdf
15

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010). http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/sentencing-stats2009.pdf
16

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

17

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

18

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010)
and Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (2003) and
Ministry of Justice Offender Management Statistics Quarterly Bulletin April to June 2010, England
and Wales (October 2010).
19

Ministry of Justice Population in Custody monthly tables June 2010 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/pop-custody-june-10.pdf
20

Ministry of Justice Story of the prison population 1995 - 2009 England and Wales Statistics Bulletin
(July 2009) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/story-prison-population.pdf
21

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010)
and Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (2003) and
Home Office Prison Statistics England and Wales 1999 http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/omcsa.html
22

Ministry of Justice Population in custody monthly tables June 2010 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010)
23

Hansard 8 November 2010: Column 71W

24

Data taken from the Public Protection Unit Database, Public Protection and Mental Health Group,
National Offender Management Service, on 5th July 2010.
25

Jacobson, J. and Hough, M. (2010) Unjust deserts: imprisonment for public protection. Prison
Reform Trust. http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/uploads/documents/unjustdesertsfinal.pdf

83

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

26

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
27

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).
Tables 7.21 and Ministry of Justice Population in Custody monthly tables June 2010 England and
Wales Statistics Bulletin (July 2010) Table 5
28

Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics, Space 1, Survey 2008 (March 2010)
http://www.justice.gov.tr/ejournal/pdf/CoE%20Annual%20Penal%20Statistics%20Survey%202008.pdf
29

Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics, Space 1, Survey 2008 (March 2010)

30

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009, table 7.15.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/omcs-2009-complete-210710a.pdf
31
Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009, table 7.15.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/omcs-2009-complete-210710a.pdf
32
Secondary analysis Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010) Table 4.9. http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/chapter4-remands.xls
33

Secondary analysis Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010) Table 4.9.
34

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

35

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of Monthly population in custody tables, June 2010

36

HM Treasury Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (2010) Cm 7890

37

HM Treasury Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (2010) Cm 7890 http://www.hmtreasury.gov.uk/d/pesa_2010_complete.pdf
38

HM Treasury Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (2010) Cm 7890

39

Secondary analysis Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010).
40

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
41

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010)
and Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (2003)
42

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010). Supplementary tables (Table 2j) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/sentencing-stats09-supp-tables.xls
43

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
44

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010). Supplementary tables (Table 2j)
45
Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
46

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06
47

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
48

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
49

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter two: Prisons
50

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

51

Secondary Analysis Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010). Main Bulletin Tables (Table 1.2)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/sentencing-stats-09-main-tables.xls
52
Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).

84

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

53

Secondary Analysis Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010). Tables 3.9 and 3.10 http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/final-exceltables-july10.zip
54

Secondary Analysis Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010). Tables 3.9 and 3.10
55

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
56
Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
57
Her Majesty’s Courts Service Annual Report and Accounts 2008/09 http://www.hmcourtsservice.gov.uk/cms/files/HMCS-AnnualReportAndAccounts-2008-09.pdf
58
Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
59
Secondary analysis Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010).
60
Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
61

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).

62

Ministry of Justice Population in custody monthly tables June 2010 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010)
63

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

64

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
65

Ministry of Justice Population in custody monthly tables August 2010 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (September 2010) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/pop-in-custody-aug2010.pdf
66

Ministry of Justice Population in custody monthly tables June 2010 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (July 2010)
67

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010) and previous year’s Sentencing Statistics publication (note sentencing statistics pre 2003 are
included in Criminal Statistics publications).
68

Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010)
and Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
69

Ministry of Justice Youth Justice Annual Workload data 2008/09 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (May 2010) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/yjb-workload-data-2008-09.pdf
70

Ministry of Justice Youth Justice Annual Workload data 2008/09 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (May 2010)
71

Youth Justice Board ISSP the initial report (2004)
http://www.yjb.gov.uk/Publications/Resources/Downloads/ISSP_summary.pdf
72

Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics Bulletin (October
2010).
73

Conviction histories of offenders aged 10-52, Ministry of Justice official statistics, July 2010
Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/compendium-of-reoffending-statistics-andanalysis.pdf
74

75

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data up to end 2009.

76

Budd, T., Sharp, C. and Mayhew, P. (2005) Offending in England and Wales: first results from the
2003 Crime and Justice Survey, Home Office Research Study 275
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs05/hors275.pdf
77
Hales, J, Nevill, C, Pudney, S and Tipping, S (2009) Longitudinal analysis of the Offending, Crime
and Justice Survey 2003–06. Home Office Research Report 19. Home Office.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr19c.pdf
78

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06

85

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

79

Farrington, D.P. Key Results from the first forty years of the Cambridge study in delinquent
development. Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge (November 2001)
http://www.bgsu.edu/downloads/cas/file39372.pdf
80

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06
81

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06
82

Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06
83
Ministry of Justice secondary analysis of the Police National Computer data for the financial year
2005/06
84

Secondary analysis Ministry of Justice Sentencing Statistics, England and Wales 2009 Statistics
Bulletin (October 2010).
85
Jacobson, J. and Hough, M. (2010) Unjust deserts: imprisonment for public protection. Prison
Reform Trust. http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/uploads/documents/unjustdesertsfinal.pdf
86

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter one: Sentencing Effectiveness and out of court disposals
87

Ministry of Justice Reoffending of adults: results from the 2008 cohort England and Wales (2010)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/reoffending-adults-2008-cohort.pdf
88

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter four: Measurement
89

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter four: Measurement
90

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter four: Measurement
91

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter one: Sentencing Effectiveness and out of court disposals
92

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Executive Summary
93

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter one: Sentencing Effectiveness and out of court disposals
94

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) and Ministry of Justice Reoffending of adults: results from the 2008 cohort England and Wales
(2010)
95

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter one: Sentencing Effectiveness and out of court disposals
96

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin (November
2010) Chapter two: Prisons
97

Home Office Offending in England and Wales: first results from the 2003 Crime and Justice
Survey, Research Study 275, 2005
98

Roe, S. and Ashe, J. (2008) Young people and crime: findings from the 2006 Offending, Crime and
Justice Survey Home office Statistical Bulletin http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs08/hosb0908.pdf
99

Ministry of Justice Offender Management Caseload Statistics 2009 Statistics Bulletin (July 2010).

100

Ministry of Justice Statistics on Race and the Criminal Justice System 2008/09 A Ministry of
Justice Publication under Section 95 of the Criminal Justice Act 1991 (June 2010)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/stats-race-and-the-criminal-justice-system-2008-09c1.pdf
and Ministry of Justice Offender Management Statistics Quarterly Bulletin April to June 2010,
England and Wales (October 2010) and Ministry of Justice Criminal Statistics: England and Wales
2009 Statistics Bulletin (October 2010).
101

Ministry of Justice Reoffending of adults: results from the 2008 cohort England and Wales (2010)

102

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

103

Youth Justice Board, Accommodation needs and experiences, 2007, as cited in Legal Action,
February 2008

104

86

Dodd, T. and Hunter, P. (1992) The National Prison Survey 1991, HMSO

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

105

Parke, S., (2009) HMIP and YJB, Children and Young People in Custody 2006-2008, an analysis
of the experiences of 15-18-year-olds in prison, London: HMIP

106

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

107

Sutton, C., Utting, D., and Farrington, D. (2004) Support from the Start: Working with young
children and their families to reduce the risks of crime and anti-social behaviour Department for
Education and Skills Research Report 524
http://www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/RR524.pdf

108

Singleton, N., Bumpstead, R., O’Brien, M., Lee, A., Meltzer, H. (2000) Psychiatric morbidity
among adults living in private households. ONS and Singleton, N., Meltzer, H., Gatward, R., Coid, J.,
Deasy, D. (1998) Psychiatric morbidity among prisoners in England and Wales, ONS

109

Youth Justice Board, Accommodation needs and experiences, 2007, as cited in Legal Action,
February 2008

110

Dodd, T. and Hunter, P. (1992) The National Prison Survey 1991, HMSO

111

Farrington et al (2006) Criminal careers up to age 50 and life success up to age 48: new findings
from the Cambridge Study in Delinquent Development (2nd Ed.) Home Office Research Study 299
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs06/hors299.pdf

112

Eisner, M. (2003) The Zurich Project on the Social Development of Children (z-proso) University
of Zurich

113

Bijleveld, Catrien. and Wijkman, Miriam. "The intergenerational transmission of delinquency:
crime, social disadvantage and judicial interventions over 5 generations" Nov 01, 2006

114

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

115

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

116

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

117

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

118

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

119

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reductio

120

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

121

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

122

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

123

Unpublished OASys Data Evaluation & Analysis figures 2009/10

124

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

125

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

126

Singleton, N., Meltzer, H., Gatward, R., Coid, J., and Deasy, D. (1998) Psychiatric Morbidity
among Prisoners in England and Wales. London: Office for National Statistics.

127

Social Exclusion Unit Reducing reoffending by ex-prisoners (2002)
http://www.gos.gov.uk/497296/docs/219643/431872/468960/SEU_Report.pdf

128

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

129

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

130

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

87

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

131

Singleton, N., Meltzer, H., Gatward, R., Coid, J., and Deasy, D. (1998) Psychiatric Morbidity
among Prisoners in England and Wales. London: Office for National Statistics.

132

Ministry of Justice A compendium of research and analysis on the Offender Assessment System
(OASys) 2006-2009. Research Series 16/09 (2009)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/research-analysis-offender-assessment-system.pdf

133

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

134

Stewart, D. (2008) The problems and needs of newly sentenced prisoners: results from a national
survey. Ministry of Justice Research series 16/08.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/research-problems-needs-prisoners.pdf

135

Ministry of Justice Safety in Custody 2009 England and Wales Statistics Bulletin (2010)
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/safety-in-custody-2009-0710.pdf

136

Youth Justice Board (2009) Youth Justice Annual Workload Data 2007/08
http://www.yjb.gov.uk/Publications/Scripts/fileDownload.asp?file=Youth+Justice+Annual+Workload+
Data+200708%2Epdf

137

Ministry of Justice Youth Justice Annual Workload data 2008/09 England and Wales Statistics
Bulletin (May 2010)

138

Sutton, C., Utting, D., and Farrington, D. (2004) Support from the Start: Working with young
children and their families to reduce the risks of crime and anti-social behaviour Department for
Education and Skills Research Report 524

139

Youth Justice Board Barriers to engaging in education, training and employment (2006).

140

Parke, S., (2009) HMIP and YJB, Children and Young People in Custody 2006-2008, an analysis
of the experiences of 15-18-year-olds in prison, London: HMIP

141

Thomas, J. et al (2008) Targeted youth support: Rapid Evidence Assessment of effective early
interventions for youth at risk of future poor outcomes. Social Science Research Unit EPPI-Centre
report no. 1615
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=X0ohABEth04%3D&tabid=2417&language=en-US

142

Jacobson, J. et al (2010) Punishing Disadvantage: a profile of children in custody Prison Reform
Trust.

143

Flood-Page, C., Campbell, S., Harrington, V. and Miller, J. (2000) Youth crime: Findings from the
1998/99 Youth Lifestyles Survey Home Office Research Study 209
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs/hors209.pdf

144

Thomas, J. et al (2008) Targeted youth support: Rapid Evidence Assessment of effective early
interventions for youth at risk of future poor outcomes. Social Science Research Unit EPPI-Centre
report no. 1615
http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/cms/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=X0ohABEth04%3D&tabid=2417&language=en-US

145

Loeber, R. & Farrington, D. P. (eds) (1998) ‘Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenders; Risk Factors
and Successful Interventions’, Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

146

Farrington, D. P and Welsh, B. C. (2007) ‘Saving Children from a Life of Crime: Early risk factors
and effective interventions’, New York: Oxford University Press.

147

Olds, D. L., Henderson Jr, C. J., Cole, R., Eckenrode, J., Kitzman, H., Luckey, D. et al. (1998)
‘Long-term effects of nurse home visitation on children’s criminal and antisocial behaviour: 15-year
follow-up of a randomized controlled trial’, Journal of the American Medical Association, 280:14, pp
1238-44.

148

Department for Education (2010) ‘ASB family intervention projects, monitoring and evaluation’,
Research Report 215 and Communities and Local Government (2006) ‘Anti-social Behaviour
Intensive Family Support Projects: An evaluation of six pioneering projects for families at risk of
losing their home as a result of anti-social behaviour’.

149

Roberts, R. (2007) ‘A new approach to meeting the needs of looked after children experiencing
difficulties: The Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care in England Project’, AMACH Occasional
Papers No. 26, Fostering, Adoption and Alternative Care, pp 59 – 68

150

Aos, S., Lieb, R., Mayfield, J., Miller, M. & Pennucci, A. (2004) ‘Benefits and costs of prevention
and early intervention programs for youth’, Olympia, WA: Washington State Institute for Public Policy.

151

Henggeler, S. W., Melton, G. B., Smith, L. A. (1992) ’Family preservation using multisystemic
therapy: An effective alternative to incarcerating serious juvenile offenders’, Journal of Consulting
and Clinical Psychology, Vol. 60(6), pp 953-961, and Littel, J.H. (2005), ‘Lessons from a systematic

88

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

review of effects of multisystemic therapy’, Children and Youth Services Review, Volume 27, Issue 4,
pp 445-463, and Cabinet Office (2009) ‘Multisystemic Therapy’
152

Washington State Institute for Public Policy (2006) Evidence-Based Public Policy Options to
Reduce Future Prison Construction, Criminal Justice Costs, and Crime Rates.

153

Farrington, D. P and Welsh, B. C. (2007) ‘Saving Children from a Life of Crime: Early risk factors
and effective interventions’, New York: Oxford University Press.

154

Department for Education (2010) Omnibus survey: responses to questions on parents and
families January 2009 to March 2010 http://publications.education.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/DFERR023.pdf

155

Schweinhart, L. J., Montie, J., Zongping, X., Barnett, W. S., Belfield, C. R. & Nores, M. (2005)
‘Lifetime effects: The High/Scope Perry Preschool Study through age 40’, Ypsilanti, MI: High/Scope
Press.

156

Gottfredson, D. C., Wilson, D. B. & Najaka, S. S. (2006) ’School-based crime prevention’ in
Sherman, L. W., Farrington, D. P., Welsh, B. C. & MacKenzie, D. L. (eds) Evidence-based Crime
Prevention, revised edition.

157

Petrosino, A, Turpin-Petrosino, C., and Guckenburg, S. )2010) Formal System Processing of
Juveniles: Effects on Delinquency, Campbell Systematic Reviews 2010:1, The Campbell
Collaboration and Farrington, D (1977) ‘The effects of public labelling’, British Journal of Criminology,
17, 112-25 and Smith, D. (2006) ‘Social Inclusion and Early Desistance from Crime’, Edinburgh
Study of Youth Transitions and Crime. Research Digest Number 12. University of Edinburgh.

158

Criminal Justice Board (2008) A&E style triage for young offenders brings benefits. Briefing Note
http://lcjb.cjsonline.gov.uk/area23/library/triage.pdf

159

Wong, K., O'Keeffe, C., Ellingworth, D & Senior, P (2010) Evaluation of Intensive Alternatives to
Custody Pilot Programme. Sheffield Hallam University. Unpublished early draft to the National
Offender Management Service.

160

National Institute of Drug Abuse (2003) Crossing the Bridge: An Evaluation of the Drug Treatment
Alternative-to-Prison (DTAP) Programme http://www.casacolumbia.org/articlefiles/379Crossing%20the%20Bridge%20DTAP%20Evaluation.pdf

161

James, E.D., Farnham, F., Moorey, H., Lloyd, H., Hill, H., Blizzard, R. and Barnes, T. (2002)
Outcome of Psychiatric Admission through the Courts. RDS Paper Number 79 Home Office.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs2/occ79outcome.pdf

162

McCord, J. (1979). ‘Some child rearing antecedents of criminal behaviour in adult men’. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 37, 1477-1486 and Farrington, D. P., Barnes, G. and Lambert, S.
(1996). ‘The concentration of offending in families’, Legal and Criminological Psychology, 1, 47-63
and Farrington, D. P. and Welsh, B. C. (2007). Saving Children from a Life of Crime: Early Risk
Factors and Effective Interventions. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

163

Hedderman, C., Palmer, E. and Hollin, C. (2008). Implementing services for women offenders and
those ‘at risk’ of offending: action research with Together Women. Ministry of Justice Research
Series 12/08.

164

Harper, G. And Chitty, C. (eds) (2005) The Impact of Corrections on Re-offending: a review of
what works. Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate.

165

Aos, S., Miller, M., and Drake, E. (2006). Evidence-Based Public Policy Options to Reduce Future
Prison Construction, Criminal Justice Costs, and Crime Rates. Olympia: Washington State Institute
for Public Policy. www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf

166

Aos, S., Miller, M., and Drake, E. (2006). Evidence-Based Public Policy Options to Reduce Future
Prison Construction, Criminal Justice Costs, and Crime Rates. Olympia: Washington State Institute
for Public Policy. www.wsipp.wa.gov/rptfiles/06-10-1201.pdf

167

Roberts, A., Hayes, A., Carlisle, J and Shaw, J. (2007) Review of Drug and Alcohol Treatments in
Prison and Community Settings. University of Manchester.
http://www.ohrn.nhs.uk/resource/Research/SMreview.pdf

Also: Ramsay, M (Ed) (2003), Prisoners’ drug use and treatment: seven research studies. London:
Home Office Research, Development Statistics Directorate. Home Office Research Study 267.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs2/hors267.pdf
168

Matrix Knowledge Group (2008) Dedicated Drug Court Pilots: A Process Report. London: Ministry
of Justice.
169

Walker, J. (2001) International Experience of Drug Courts. Edinburgh: Scottish Executive.

170

Farrell, M. (2002) Final Evaluation of Pilot Drug Court. Dublin: Farrell Grant Sparks Consulting.

89

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

171

Walsh, C. (2001) ‘The trend towards specialisation: West Yorkshire innovations in drugs and
domestic violence courts’, The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice, 40, 26-38.

172

McIvor, G., Barnsdale, L., Eley, S., Malloch, M., Yates, R., and Brown, A. (2006) The Operation
and Effectiveness of the Scottish Drug Court pilots. Edinburgh: Scottish Executive Social Research.

173

Specialist Domestic Violence Courts review 2007/08 available online at
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/equality/sdvc_review.html#content The Crown Prosecution
Service, last accessed on 24th November 2010.

174

Winstone, J. and Pakes, F. (2010) Process evaluation of the Mental Health Court pilot. London:
Ministry of Justice.

175

McNeill, F., Raynor, P. and Trotter, C. (eds) (2010). Offender Supervision: new directions in
research, theory and practice. Abingdon: Willan Publishing.

176

Trotter, C. (1993) The Supervision of Offenders: What Works?, Report to the Australian Criminology
Research Council.

177

Dowden, C. and Andrews, D. A. (2004) ‘The importance of staff practice in delivering effective
correctional treatment: A meta-analytic review of core correctional practice’, International Journal of
Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 48: 203-214. McNeill, F et al. (2005) 21st Century
Social Work. Reducing Re-offending: Key Practice Skills. Edinburgh: Scottish Executive;
Holt, P. (2000) Case management: context for supervision (Community and Criminal Justice
Monograph 2., Leicester: De Montfort University;

Beaumont, B., et al. (2001) Meeting Offenders' Needs. Bristol: University of Bristol Scholl for Policy
Studies;
Ricketts, T. et al. (2002) The life-course of the DTTO: Engagement with Drug Treatment and Testing
Orders. Sheffield: University of Sheffield School of Health and Related Research; Partridge, S.
(2004) Examining case management models for community supervision. Home Office Online Report
17/04. London: Home Office.
178

Laub, J.H. and Sampson, R.J. (1993) ‘Turning points in the life course: why change matters to the
study of crime,’ Criminology, 31(3), 301-325

179

LeBel, T.P., Burnet, R. and Maruna, S. (2008). ‘The chicken and the egg’ of subjective and social
factors in desistance from crime’, European Journal of Criminology, 5(2), 131-159.

180

Maruna, S. (2001). Making Good: how ex-convicts reform and rebuild their lives. Washington, DC:
American Psychological Association Books.

181

Maruna, S. (2004) Desistance from crime and explanatory style: A new direction in the psychology
of reform, Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 20(2), 184-200

182

McMurran and Ward (2004) ‘Motivating offenders to change in therapy: An organizing framework’,
Legal and Criminological Psychology, 9(2), 295-311.

183

Social Exclusion Unit (2002). Reducing Re-offending by Ex-prisoners. London: HMG Cabinet
Office.

184

Gaes, G.G., Flanagan, T.J., Motiuk, L. and Stewart, L. (1999) Adult Correctional Treatment. In
Tonry, M. and Petersilia, J. (Eds.), Crime and Justice: A Review of Research, 26, 361-426. University
of Chicago Press: Chicago.

185

Stewart, D. (2008). The Problems and Needs of Newly Sentenced Prisoners: results from a
national survey. Ministry of Justice Research Series 16/08.

186

Farrington, D., Gallagher, B., Morley, L., St Ledger, R. and West, D. (1986) Unemployment,
School Leaving and Crime. British Journal of Criminology, Vol. 26, No. 4, pp 335-356 and Sarno, C.,
Hearnden, I., Hedderman, C., Hough, M., Nee, C. and Herrington, V. (2000) Working Their Way Out
of Offending: an Evaluation of Two Probation Employment Schemes. Home Office Research Study
218. London: Home Office

187

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter five: Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction

188

May, C.; Sharma, N. & Stewart, D. (2008) Factors linked to reoffending: a one-year follow-up of
prisoners who took part in the Resettlement Surveys 2001, 2003 and 2004

189

http://www.nationalgrid.com/youngoffender/ovr_.asp.

190

Lipsey, M.W. (1995) What do we learn from 400 research studies on the effectiveness of
treatment with juvenile delinquents? In McGuire, J. (Ed.) What Works: Reducing Reoffending –
Guidelines from Research and Practice. New York: John Wiley and Sons.

191

Saylor, W.G. and Gaes, G.G. (1997) Training inmates through industrial work participation and
vocational and apprenticeship instruction. Corrections Management Quarterly, 1(2), 32-43.

90

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

192

Hurry, J., Brazier, L., Parker, M. and Wilson, A. (2006) Rapid Evidence Assessment of
Interventions that Promote Employment for Offenders. Research Brief RB 747. London:DfES.

193

Drake E KAF (2003) Class I Impacts: Work During Incarceration and Its Effects on Post-Prison
Employment Patterns and Recidivism. Washington State Dept of Corrections

194

Hamlyn, B and Lewis, D (2000) Women prisoners: a survey of their worth and training
experiences in custody and on release, Home Office Research Study 208.

195

Porporino, F.J. and Robinson, D. (1992) Can Educating Adult Offenders Counteract Recidivism?
Ottawa, Correctional Service of Canada.

196

Stewart, D. (2008). The Problems and Needs of Newly Sentenced Prisoners: results from a
national survey. Ministry of Justice Research Series 16/08.

197

Grimshaw, R. (2002) (Unpublished) A Place to call your own – Does Housing Need make a
Difference to Crime? London: Home Office.

198

Clancy, A., Hudson, K., Maguire, M., Peake, R., Raynor, P., Vanstone, M. And Kynch, J. (2006).
Getting Out and Staying Out. University of Bristol: Policy Press.

199

Social Exclusion Unit (2002). Reducing Re-offending by Ex-prisoners. London: HMG Cabinet
Office.

200

Tolan, p., Bass, A., Henry, D., and Schoeny, M (2008) Mentoring Interventions to Affect Juvenile
Delinquency and Associated Problems, The Campbell Collaboration.
http://campbellcollaboration.org/lib/download/238/

201

Jolliffe, D and Farrington, D (2007). A rapid evidence assessment of the impact of mentoring on
re-offending: a summary. London: Home Office Research Development, Statistics Directorate. Online report, 11/07.

202

Eagle, S. & A. Gammampila (2005) Evaluation of Nacro On Side 11 Project at HMYOI Portland,
Middlesex: Policy and Practice Research Group, University of Middlesex.

203

The RESET Programme (Resettlement, Education, Support, Employment and Training), a twoyear pilot scheme for young offenders, claimed that similar intensive resettlement interventions could
save the Prison Service £80m a year by preventing reoffending. THE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF
EFFECTIVE RESETTLEMENT, August 2007, http://www.equalworks.com/resources/contentfiles/2872.pdf by Equal Works (now European Social Fund (ESF) )

204

Office for Criminal Justice Reform (2007) Conditional Cautions: Key findings from a victim
satisfaction survey
http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk/downloads/application/pdf/Victim%20satisfaction%20Dec%2007.pdf

205

Ministry of Justice Reoffending of adults: results from the 2008 cohort England and Wales (2010)

206

Rix, A., Skidmore, K., Maguire, M., and Pierpoint, H. (2010) Fine Payment Work Process Study
Home Office Research Summary 8/10 http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/fine-paymentwork-process-study-8-10.pdf

207

Latimer, J., Dowden, C., and Muise, D. (2001) The Effectiveness of Restorative Justice Practices:
A Meta-Analysis. Carleton University

208

Shapland, J., Atkinson, A., Atkinson, H., Dignan, J., Edwards, L., Hibbert, J., Howes, M.,
Johnstone, J., Robinson, G. and Sorsby, A. (2008) Does restorative justice affect reconviction? The
fourth report from the evaluation of three schemes. Ministry of Justice Research Series 10/08

209

Von Hirsh, A., Bottoms, A.E., Burney, E., and Wikstrom, P.-O. (1999) Criminal Deterrence: an
Analysis of Recent Research. Oxford: Hart
210
Nagin, D. (2010) Imprisonment and Crime Control: Building Evidence-based Policy. In Rosenfeld
etc al (eds) Contemporary Isses in Criminological Theory and Research, the Role of Social
Institutions. Papers from the American Socioety of Criminology 2010 Conference.
211
Wright, V. (2010) Deterrence in Criminal Justice. Evaluating Certainty vs Severity of punishment.
The Sentencing Project.
212
Doob, A. and Webster, C. (2003) ‘Sentence Severity and Crime: Accepting the Null Hypothesis’,
Crime and Justice: A Review of Research, 30:143
213

Pease, K., (2010) Prison, Community Sentencing and Crime Institute for the Study of Civil Society
http://www.civitas.org.uk/crime/CommunitySentencingAug2010.pdf

214

MacLeod, J., and Grove, P. (2003) Modelling Crime and Offending: recent developments in
England and Wales, Section C http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs2/occ80modelling.pdf

215

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter one: Sentencing Effectiveness and out of court disposals

91

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

216

Nagin, D. (2010) Imprisonment and Crime Control: Building Evidence-based Policy. In Rosenfeld
etc al (eds) Contemporary Isses in Criminological Theory and Research, the Role of Social
Institutions. Papers from the American Socioety of Criminology 2010 Conference.

217

Wood, J. and Kemshall, H. (2007) The Operation and Experience of Multi-Agency Public
Protection Arrangements (MAPPA). Home Office Online Report 12/07.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs07/rdsolr1207.pdf

218

Ministry of Justice Compendium of reoffending statistics and analysis Statistics Bulletin
(November 2010) Chapter two: Prisons

219

Smith, D. (2010) Public confidence in the Criminal Justice System: findings from the British Crime
Survey 2002/03 to 2007/08. Ministry of Justice Research Series 16/10

220

Mattinson, J. and Mirrlees-Black, C. (2000). Attitudes to crime and criminal justice: Findings from
the 1998 BCS. Home Office Research Study No. 200. London: Home Office.
221

Mattinson, J. and Mirrlees-Black, C. (2000). Attitudes to crime and criminal justice: Findings from
the 1998 BCS. Home Office Research Study No. 200. London: Home Office.
222

Hough, M. and Roberts, M.J. (1998) Attitudes to punishment: findings from the British Crime
Survey. Home Office Research Study 179. Home Office: London.

223

Home Office (2001) Making punishment work: Report of a review of the sentencing framework for
England and Wales (London: Home Office) – commonly referred to as the ‘Halliday Report’

224

Kaye R. (Gibbs, B. ed) (2010) Fitting the Crime. Reforming community sentences: Mending the
weak link in the sentencing chain. London: Policy Exchange
225
Chapman, B., Mirrlees-Black, C. and Brawn, C. (2002). Improving public attitudes to the Criminal
Justice System: the impact of information. Home Office Research Study No. 245. London: Home
Office and Salisbury, H. (2004): Public attitudes to the criminal justice system: the impact of providing
information to British Crime Survey respondents. On-line report 64/04, London: Home Office
226

Singer, L. and Cooper, S. (2008) Inform, Persuade and Remind: An Evaluation of a Project to
Improve Public Confidence in the Criminal Justice System (Ministry of Justice Research Series
15/08), London: Ministry of Justice. Available at: http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/informpersuade-remind.pdf

227

Home Office (2001) Making punishment work: Report of a review of the sentencing framework for
England and Wales (London: Home Office) – commonly referred to as the ‘Halliday Report’

228

Hough, M., Roberts, J.V., Jacobson, J. , Moon, N., Steel, N. (2009). Public Attitudes to the
Principles of Sentencing. Sentencing Advisory Panel Research Report 6.London: Sentencing
Advisory Panel

229

Dawson, P & Stanko, B, (2010) An evaluation of the Diamond Initiative: Year one findings.
London. Metropolitan Police Service. London Criminal Justice partnership.

230

Communities and Local Government Total Place: Spend counting analysis and customer insight
status (2010) http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1531009

231

McKenna, K. (2007) Evaluation of the North Liverpool Community Justice Centre. Ministry of
Justice Research Series 12/07 http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/liverpool-full-report.pdf

232

Jolliffe, D. and Farrington, D.P. (2009) Initial evaluation of reconviction rates in Community Justice
Initiatives. Ministry of Justice Research summary 9/09
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/community-justice-evaluation.pdf

233

Justice reinvestment Overview available online at http://justicereinvestment.org/ Justice Center,
The Council of States Governments, last accessed on 23rd November 2010

234

Allen, R. and Stern, V. (eds) (2007) Justice Reinvestment: A new Approach to Crime and Justice,
International Centre for Prison Studies.

235

Scott-Hayward, S. (2009) The Fiscal Crisis in Corrections: Rethinking Policies and Practices, Vera
Institute of Justice, centre of sentencing and corrections.

236

Statement by Secretary Roger Werholtz, Kansas Department of Corrections, Hearing on Justice
ReInvestment (2009) Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Subcommittee, U.S. House of Representatives.

237

Lockhart, G., Ullmann, B & Chant, J. (2008) You’re hired! Encouraging the employment of exoffenders. Policy Exchange Research Notes. Research Note September 2008

238

McCarthy, C,. Lincoln, R., and Wilson, P. (2000) Privatising Community Corrections Centre of
Applied Psychology and Criminology, Bond University.

92

Green Paper Evidence Report - Breaking the Cycle: Effective Punishment, Rehabilitation and Sentencing of
Offenders

239

Healy, K. (1999) Issues in Criminal Justice Case Management, Alternatives to Incarceration,
May/June, 5(3), 7-10.

240

Lucken, K. (1997) Privatizing Discretion: Rehabilitating Treatment in Community Corrections,
Crime and Delinquency, 43(3), 243.

241

Davies, L.; Jones, L; Vamvakas, G; Dubourg, R. and Donmall R (2009) The Drug Treatment
Outcomes Research study (DTORS):Cost-effectiveness analysis Home Office Research Report 25.
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/horr25c.pdf

© Crown copyright
Produced by the Ministry of Justice

93

