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Consultation response:

The Future of the Independent Living Fund

About the Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance

The Scottish Independent Advocacy Alliance (SIAA) is a membership organisation which promotes, supports and defends Independent Advocacy in Scotland. It aims to ensure that Independent Advocacy is available to any vulnerable person in Scotland.

The right to Independent Advocacy for those with mental disorders or who are potentially at risk is enshrined in Scottish legislation. However, Independent Advocacy can also have a key part to play in supporting other vulnerable groups such as black and minority ethnic groups and people with physical disabilities, amongst others.

Independent Advocacy helps people by enabling them to express their own needs and to make their own informed decisions. Independent Advocates support people to gain access to information and explore their options. They speak up on behalf of those who are unable to speak for themselves or choose not to. Independent Advocacy is not about making decisions for someone, counselling or providing advice, it is about tackling injustice by enabling a person to have control over their life and to make their views heard.

Independent Advocacy organisations do not provide any services other than advocacy. They are separate organisations in their own right, are financially independent and are as free as possible from any conflicts of interest.

The Future of the Independent Living Fund
Question 1

Do you agree with the Government’s proposal that the care and support needs of current ILF users should be met within the mainstream care and support system, with funding devolved to local government in England and the devolved administrations in Scotland and Wales?  This would mean the closure of the ILF in 2015.

We do not agree that this fund should be closed. We believe that it should re-open to provide ongoing support to people with disabilities and enable independent living.

The ILF provides an essential source of additional financial support that allows people to live independently. It is ring-fenced and therefore it gives support to those individuals with complex needs whose full needs would not necessarily be met by their Local Authority, particularly in this climate of reduced budgets. Disabled people and their representatives report to us that they find the fund portable as it is not constrained to a single geographical area, it is flexible, more person-centred and people report that they have a better experience with how it is monitored and assessed compared to other social care funding. Most importantly, people report that the eligibility criteria is more focused around Independent Living Criteria and the social model of disability which means that the fund is better able to support them to have an improved quality of life.

Question 2

What are the key challenges that ILF users would face in moving from joint ILF/Local Authority to sole Local Authority funding of their care and support needs? How can any impacts be mitigated?
No comment.

Question 3

What impact would the closure of the ILF have on Local Authorities and the provision of care and support services more widely? How could any impacts be mitigated?

Advocacy organisations report that service users are concerned that the closure of the ILF will mean that people currently empowered to live independent lives will find their freedom curtailed and their quality of life reduced. 

Question 4

What are the specific challenges in relation to Group 1 users? How can the Government ensure this group are able to access the full range of Local Authority care and support services for which they are eligible?

No comment

Question 5

How can DWP, the ILF and Local Authorities best continue to work with ILF users between now and 2015? How can the ILF best work with individual Local Authorities if the decision to close the ILF is taken?

No comment
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