[image: image1.png]



ASLEF Response to the Consultation on The Future of the Independent Living Fund

1. The Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen (ASLEF) is the UK’s largest train driver’s union representing approximately 18,000 members in train operating companies and freight companies as well as London Underground and light rail systems.

2. ASLEF opposes the closure of the Independent Living Fund (ILF). The fund has supported independent living for thousands of disabled people.  The £330m ILF pays out an average of £300 a week, which helps people pay for carers so they can live at home rather than going into a care home. The fund currently helps 19,373 disabled people, therefore cutting these services will be counterproductive with more disabled people being forced to rely on care homes paid for by the state. Such changes will lead to higher dependence on government finances meaning this cut makes no sense both morally or financially.

3. The consultation explains that funds will be transferred to local authorities. But there is a concern that this could lead to disabled people not receiving the same level of support as they do now.
4. Evidence from Disability Rights UK shows that since the closure of the fund to new applicants in 2010, people who would have received funding under its eligibility criteria have not been receiving equivalent payments from their local authority.

5. ASLEF also have concerns about how the ILF budget in England would be distributed to councils given that the take-up is much higher in some areas than others, relative to the number of potential users.

6. There is no clear strategy from the DWP on how the transition to local authorities will safeguard the wellbeing of those who benefit from the ILF. 

7. ASLEF therefore calls for a rethink in regard to the axing of the ILF, which for many disabled people has been the difference between an independent life and the prospect of going into residential care.
