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The Future of the Independent Living Fund – Consultation Response   

Aspire is a national disability charity that provides practical help to people who have been paralysed by spinal cord injury. Paralysis is permanent and there is no cure. Many of those we work with use services provided by the Department in order to live independent lives.  

Aspire is currently conducting research on the care needs of people with spinal cord injury. Our research from speaking to over 150 people so far has found that the Independent Living Fund (ILF) funds 8% of all hours of care that is received by people with spinal cord injury. 

In our survey, we are monitoring levels of satisfaction that people have with their care. The satisfaction levels of care reported so far are very positive from those who receive ILF support with the average rating out of 10 in our survey being 8.5. This compares to an average satisfaction rating of 7.7 for our whole sample size. We are therefore very concerned about how people who receive ILF will have their care needs met after 2015. Aspire welcomes this opportunity to respond to the Department for Work and Pensions’ consultation paper, the Future of the Independent Living Fund.  

2.12 
Aspire welcomes that the Government has committed to fully protecting care packages for existing users until 2015. However, the future remains uncertain for people beyond this period. 

Q2
Aspire believes that ILF users face significant challenges in moving from joint ILF and local authority funding to sole local authority funding to meet their care needs. The current social care system has a strong degree of postcode lottery when it comes to eligibility for care. Councils across the country meet social care needs depending on people’s income and level of need. The levels set differ from one authority to another. There are also differences in supporting people to meet their needs according to choice, with many people forced to receive care in residential settings rather than independently in their own home. Even contribution levels required from people for their care vary across the country. This makes transition from ILF difficult for many people who receive joint funding to meet their care needs. 


This can be mitigated with a more standardised approach to eligibility, provision, social care contribution rates and funding levels. In July 2010, the Government commissioned an independent body, chaired by Lord Dilnot, to look into a fairer system of funding for care and support. The Commission reported in July 2011 with recommendations, which included capping the lifetime costs of care.
 The report offers a readymade solution to address some of these issues and these recommendations should be implemented as soon as possible.
Q3
There is a danger that closing the ILF will lead to people who currently receive the Fund having their care needs unmet. Local authorities are facing increasing pressure to deliver services because of reductions in central grants. Care needs met by the ILF have previously been unmet by local authorities. If local authorities have not met these needs in the past, what is the incentive for them to do so now, and with less funding? 


For local authorities to meet this need, they must receive ring-fenced support for those who received ILF so that they can fully transition into the local authority system for delivering care. This must be in addition to standardising social care cost and support levels in the country as mentioned above in Q2. 

Q5
ILF can best work with local authorities by ensuring that support needs are met for people who currently receive ILF support. They must act as strong advocates and intermediaries between local government and the DWP to make sure that local authorities are adequately resourced to meet not only existing needs, but also the needs of people who newly have care needs who would have otherwise been eligible for ILF support. 


If a solution cannot be found to meet people’s needs met from ILF, the Government should extend their commitment to the scheme beyond 2015. Abolishing the Fund without meeting people’s needs will have a devastating impact on people who use ILF support to meet their care needs. 
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