The Association of Disabled Professionals provides free support to fellow disabled people and others on all employment matters and running their own business. 

We respond to the ILF consultation and we are totally opposed to the closure of the ILF for the following reasons


1) There is no indication of what will happen to existing users- whether they will get ILF money after 2015. They clearly need continued support. There is no indication of the money being ring-fenced for the purpose by local authorities. 

2) There is no evidence that disabled people will be able to continue to have choice and control of their lives. The closure of ILF will deprive many disabled people from their current lifestyle of successful living in the community - having their own loving family, children,friends and home to a very isolated life in a residential home- No one wants to be in a home. Besides it has been proven that they are better living in the community and contributing to the country through volunteering and work. It should not be expected that family and friends pick up the pieces as they are stretched to the limits- this is why users get ILF funds. 

3) Many people on ILF have a job or work for themselves. Many users fear loss of ILF means they will not be able to get out of bed or be fed when they want.This will have a knock on effect on whether they can continue to work. They will not be able to work and therefore contribute to the country pay their taxes etc. This defeats the current push to get people back into work. In their deliberations to close the ILF The government seem to have forgotten about the push to get disabled people back into work. We have received enquiries that this is already happening and MP's are now getting involved with such cases. 

4) We understand current rules do not permit people living in residential homes to work for money. This rule is very isolating for many who have no choice and if they are denied ILF support,

5) Local authorities have themselves indicated that they do not have the funds available to support existing claimants and they do not want the ILF money flowing into their coffers. They have very bureaucratic procedures and too many managers and non jobs They should focus on the front line staff 

6) Various reports have shown that ILF support is good value for money and costs less per user than in a local authority environment . so why is the government destroying a model that works well and cheaper to manage in an environment where costs are under much scrutiny . It would be strongly advisable to look at the model and replicate if the iLF does close 

In summary
There is no proposal for existing iLF users - They need continued support enabling them to work, be with their families living independently. 

Regards


Jane E Hunt
Chair

