Dear Sir or Madam

I would like to respond to the above on behalf of Carers' Support (Bexley), a charity supporting carers and those they care for in the London boroughs of Bexley and Greenwich. We are currently supporting a number of people who are in receipt of ILF funding and we are very concerned about the proposal to transfer this funding to Local Authorities from 2015. Our experience to date has been that if money is not ring-fenced it tends to be spent in other ways by Local Authorities who are struggling to manage their budgets and continue to provide their statutory services. 

 

For example, we have helped 2 ladies in their 40's who both have Learning Disabilities to set up home together, independent of their parents. They rent a 3-bedroom flat between them and employ a team of care workers (chosen by them) to support them. One care worker stays overnight, and during the day there are usually  2 care workers to support them in their various activities. They live a very full life in the community, doing things that they choose to do themselves, and are able to go out as they wish (with asssitance) and visit friends, family etc. One lady plays the clarinet and is active in a local band, one likes horse riding, they both like swimming and also attend adult education classes etc.  Their parents are able to visit when they wish and relate to them as they would to any other 40 year old children, as parents rather than as carers. Their support is funded partly by the ILF and partly by the Local Authority. The problem is that once the LA have to pick up the bill for the whole package they will almost certainly see it as too expensive, and in particular more expensive than the beds that they block purchase in local care homes. It will not be seen as good value for money for these 2 ladies to continue to live independently in the community and we fear that they will be forced into living in a care home, which neither they nor their parents want.

 

We urge you to reconsider this proposal to end ILF funding.

 

Yours faithfully,

 

Alison Cutting

 

 

Alison Cutting

Acting Information and Support Manager

Carers’ Support (Bexley)

The Manor House

Sidcup.  DA14 6BY

Tel: 020 8302 8011
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