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tliave been Visited i.q JIlY office today bY Mr S.mitI,. wQo is totally blind,and:,is ',very concefIled 
a~ut the proposed dianges~(o lii$. DLA. ·whiclllie"'teUs'·mc;, he'receives at'the higner rat~. b1}t 
wit1J.the proposed cha~ges. tttis, i$.lgOiI)g,tO, be, replaced by Personal Jnctependence.Paynient's 
,~m . 

Mr Smith,ril~de J..cOlnpelling argument that it is t\1e mobility· componen~ ofhis D~ wh!ch.he, 
receives at the ~jghet ra~, which allows him to live a mor~ nonnallifeJ: as.h~ ca~ live I1)Qr~ 
independent1y~ like ~,s;pted' person. "I ~close'nis cop'~ correspondence' whiCh"shows ~at ¥r 
S.mitJi i~ ,~oncemed that ~epJ:as,~essJ]leQt criter~ indicates, ·m~eJ)$.lonaUY or not. diat.blind 
people will lose dle Enhanced Mobiij~ Component (only awarded: ~Y tP~.'Govemment 12 
months ago) ~d that some oiiitd people'alongside partially sighted people ate likely to fall 
outside DLA aitogether. 

I,understand that the~cl6sing 4ate:for making'representations o~ PIP" Desciiptors~ana 
aSS~tsment p,cocesses IS 301b APtil20l2, sp,please·take.Mr Smitbl·s ~~enis into.account., 'I 
lookifotward.to bearing from you 'as to how you ~el ~ Smith will be affected by·tb~ proposed 
Changes. . 

You,~ sincerely 

Gl1loe Smith
 
~e~ber ~fParliament for Norwich North
 

. Dieta:ted by signed in absence by Office Manager, Sarah Liddiard 

Encs 

P.lease~respond to ChiDe Smith MP, 'OF Diamond House, Vu!c~.~oad North, NorWich. NR6 6AQ
 
Telephone: Ol603 414756
 

EmaiJ:· chloe@chloesmith.o~g.uk
 

mailto:chloe@chloesmith.o~g.uk
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12 April"2012 

DearChloe 

I woul~ like to me~t with you to di,cu$s how I will ~ affected by the
 
Government's plans to replace Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
 
with Personal Independence Payment (PIP).
 

I am totally blind and currently rely on Df...A to meet the extra costs
 
that I face every day as a result of my sight loss. I am extremely
 
concerned that the draft assessment criteria and thresholds ouUined
 

.by the DWP for Personal Independence Payments fail to recognise 
that my "blindness· is a serious dis~bility, potentially leaving me 
without the vital financial support that I need. 

The help I get from DLA is not a luxury; it means that I can live
 
independently. Without it I would be unable to do everyday things
 
~hat people with sight take for granted. DLA enables me to living
 
independently at home, socialise, stay physically and mentally
 
active and. play an active part in my community. I fear that the
 
current proposals will put me at a very serious disadvantage and
 
lead to my social exclusion from so many activities.
 

Registered Office: Sir John Wilson House, 215 Klrkgate, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF11JG 
Telephone: 01924 291313 Fax: 01924200244 Email: nfbuk@nfbuk.org 



Key Points for your meeting: 

, The current draft of the PIP assessment criteria fails to recognise the 
impact of sight loss properly. Blind and partially sighted people would be 
among those who lose essential benefits under PIP. 

• Ask your MP to write to the Secretary of State for Work and
 
Pensi~nst lain Duncan Smith MP, to ral..your concems that the
 
cur.rent dra' PIP regulations ,.11 to recognise the needs of blind
 
a.nd partially sighted· people. .' .
 

• Outll"e .the additional barriers and costs that your sight 
condition presents to travelling Independently and getting around 
your home. 

-The r.ninimum cost of a taxi is £8 in Norwich, so any journey I take there 
and back co. me £12. I often have to us.e taxis to· carry heavy 
shopping, as one hand is always taken up with using my long whlJe 
cane. Going ~mewhere for the first time is nof'.possible Without any
~ight, so I have to ~" a taxi, and ·often buses take a·.long time and bus 
drivers are unavailable to help me ·find entrances to bUildings etc.· 

• Describe the continuing challenges .nd costs that living with 
sight loss presents to you and explain to your MP that the impact of 
your sight condition has not diminished over time• 

•, am now totally blind, with two false eyes. having just had my last eye 
removed on 5 January 2012 at the Norfolk and Norwich University 
Hospital. Due to this I have no useful navigational vision and am reliant 
upon either visual memorY or sighted assistance. This has effected my 
overall CQnfidence, self esteem, and I am reliant upon regular mobility 
se.rvices' from Norfolk County Council Social Services Sensory Support 
(whose budget has recently been cut)" 

• Describe the ways that your DLA has allowed you to live an
 
active and independent life.
 

al take part in a lot of activities in my local community, using taxis to 
attend meetings at City Hall for the NorwiCh Lease~ldei'S Association, 
social functions at the Norwich Social Centre for the Blind, going to the 
cinema, Theatre, gardening on our-allotment, and cat.ching occasional 
trains. 
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From: "Low, ColiD (by way ofCbristopber Maule>Oatway 
<c.maule@ntlworlcLcom>r <COlin.JoW@mtb.org.Uk> 
To: <cbrismaulo-oatway@Dnab.org.uk> 
Sent Saturday, February 15, 2012 10:05 PM 
Subject: RE: Incwfsa] PIP 
It is true that the latest ~ ofthe criteria ~~ to give,priority 
to so~eoDe who needs to use it guiile dog over ~e who, say, uses a . 
~e or a.taxi. The points scores under ~ "plamUngand foUowjDg a 
journey" ~P'Or are IS follows, with Irpiovisioaally req~ for 
the.staDdanI;rate ofPIP MobUity. and 12 (or the eabanced rate: 

' 

Cap pliurand follow aj~ UDaiGed: Qpo~. 
Needs promptinglforaltjourDeys to avoid overwhelming psY,ChOlogical 
distless: 4 points 
Needs either 

(i) 
SuperVision, prompting or a support dog to follow ajo~ey to an 
unfamiliar destiDation; or , 
(ii).ajolP,Uey to an UnfamUi¥ destination to have been entirely 
,plaDncd by lIJlOthe, person: I,points 
Caimot follow any journey because.it Would cause overwhe4niiig 
psychological cIis1Ias: IO.points 
Needs ei.ther 
(i) ~pcrvision, prompting or a suppOrt dog to foUow a~joumey to 
!l familiar des~op; or 
(ii) ajourney to a famiHardmna(ioD to haVe been'plBDDcd 
entirely by 8J.1Other person. . 

Ofcourse it may not be that needing to use a stick ora taxi don't 
count· it may just be that the criteria are soent OD the point. I 
have to confess that I'm not that well up OD the criteria, preferring 
usually to leave such painstaking work to others, but rll certainly 
make apoint ofgetting myselfup to speed OD them now. The latest 
draft Qfthe criteria is out for consultation unti130 April, and I 
wouid suggest that people gethold of~e ~nsWtatiOD docw;Dent and 
res~ It ~ be found on lI\e.DWP website'at 
h~:YAYW.d~.gov.uklco~t8tionsflOl2(~p:.sI)tmJ. 

Whatever you think oftbe criteria as far as I have described ~ a 
worrying feature is that. fi'om the illustrative case studies which are 
included, it would appear that someone who ba,s fairly recently lost 
their sight later in life would qualify for the higher rate ofthe . 
Mobility Component, but someone who has been blind for a long time, say 
from a yoq 8&e. and has had more time to get used to it would not. 
Efforts ~ under way to take this up with ministers, citing Tory 
pledges to maintaiD it at the time that eligibility for the higher rate 
ofMobility Component was extended to blind people, but they have not 
immediately met with a concessive response. It's early days,. but we may 
need to be getting OD the cUe ofour MPs about this. 


