2011 Local Authority level Alternative Provision census files

Metadata Specification

DESCRIPTION

This document describes the data contained in the 2011 local authority level Alternative Provision census file, which provides a local authority level breakdown of the characteristics of pupils in Alternative Provision.  
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Overview

The information contained in the local authority level files is sourced from the Alternative Provision Census which was collected in January 2011.

If summed, the data supplied in this file will not total national or Local Authority figures due to suppression.  If national or Local Authority figures are required please see tables in the Statistical First Release, ‘Schools, Pupils and their Characteristics, January 2011’ http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001012/index.shtml
A full description of the methods used in the collection of this data can be found in the PDF version of the above SFR.
File format and conventions

Format

Rows in the files are identified as each individual local authority that completed an Alternative Provision Census return in January 2011.

Rounding Convention

Figures shown are as reported by the local authorities.  However, the following fields have been rounded to the nearest 5 to prevent disclosure of low numbers:
· Headcount_age (for individual ages)

Suppression

Figures of 1 or 2 pupils or a percentage based on 1 or 2 pupils have been suppressed and published as “x”.

Some of the data shown is not collected from certain school types, where this occurs “..” is published.

Abbreviations and definitions

	Abbreviation
	Definition

	LA
	Local Authority

	FSM
	Free School Meals


Notes for fields

A full list of fields and the order of which they should be shown on the files is given at Annex A.

This section highlights any issues with fields or gives a description of what is included.

	Field name
	Issue / description

	m_age 
	Boys, Age as at 31 August 2010

	f_age
	Girls, Age as at 31 August 2010

	n_age
	Gender not known, Age as at 31 August 2010

	FSM_elig
	Number of pupils known to be eligible for FSM. 

	Number of pupils by

ethnic group
	Includes pupils of compulsory school age and above only

	Unclassified ethnicity
	Includes pupils where the ethnic group was refused, not obtained or was invalid/not supplied


Free School Meal Eligibility Definition

Information on pupils eligible for free school meals has been collected at school level since 1997 and at pupil level since 2002.  Pupils should be recorded as eligible only if a claim for free school meals has been made by them or on their behalf by parents and either (a) the relevant authority has confirmed their eligibility (e.g. via the DFE free school meal eligibility checking system) and a free school meal is currently being provided for them, or (b) the school or the Local Authority have seen the necessary documentation (for example, an Income Support award notice) that supports their eligibility, and the administration of the free meal is to follow as a matter of process.  It is not known how many pupils meet the eligibility criteria but do not make a claim.

Current Free School Meals Eligibility Criteria
Children whose parents receive one or more of the following are entitled to receive free school meals:

· Income Support

· income-based Jobseekers Allowance

· an income-related employment and support allowance 

· support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit (provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income that, from 6 April 2011, does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs)

· where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit during the four-week period immediately after their employment ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their children are entitled to free school lunches

· the Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

· Children who receive an eligible benefit in their own right are also eligible.

ANNEX A – FIELD LISTING

	country_code

	Country

	Region

	Region Code

	New_LA_code

	Old_LA_code

	LA name

	m_age_2 and under

	m_age_3

	m_age_4

	m_age_5

	m_age_6

	m_age_7

	m_age_8

	m_age_9

	m_age_10

	m_age_11

	m_age_12

	m_age_13

	m_age_14

	m_age_15

	m_age_16

	m_age_17

	m_age_18

	m_age_19+

	f_age_2 and under

	f_age_3

	f_age_4

	f_age_5

	f_age_6

	f_age_7

	f_age_8

	f_age_9

	f_age_10

	f_age_11

	f_age_12

	f_age_13

	f_age_14

	f_age_15

	f_age_16

	f_age_17

	f_age_18

	f_age_19+

	n_age_2 and under

	n_age_3

	n_age_4

	n_age_5

	n_age_6

	n_age_7

	n_age_8

	n_age_9

	n_age_10

	n_age_11

	n_age_12

	n_age_13

	n_age_14

	n_age_15

	n_age_16

	n_age_17

	n_age_18

	n_age_19+

	headcount_age_2 and under

	headcount_age_3

	headcount_age_4

	headcount_age_5

	headcount_age_6

	headcount_age_7

	headcount_age_8

	headcount_age_9

	headcount_age_10

	headcount_age_11

	headcount_age_12

	headcount_age_13

	headcount_age_14

	headcount_age_15

	headcount_age_16

	headcount_age_17

	headcount_age_18

	headcount_age_19+

	FSM_elig_age_2 and under

	FSM_elig_age_3

	FSM_elig_age_4

	FSM_elig_age_5

	FSM_elig_age_6

	FSM_elig_age_7

	FSM_elig_age_8

	FSM_elig_age_9

	FSM_elig_age_10

	FSM_elig_age_11

	FSM_elig_age_12

	FSM_elig_age_13

	FSM_elig_age_14

	FSM_elig_age_15

	FSM_elig_age_16

	FSM_elig_age_17

	FSM_elig_age_18

	FSM_elig_age_19+

	white_british

	irish

	traveller_of_irish_heritage

	any_other_white_background

	gypsy_roma

	white_and_black_caribbean

	white_and_black_african

	white_and_asian

	any_other_mixed_background

	indian

	pakistani

	bangladeshi

	any_other_asian_background

	caribbean

	african

	any_other_black_background

	chinese

	any_other_ethnic_group

	unclassified


