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Solution Design Advisory Group (SDAG) 

Minutes of Meeting #1 

Date / venue:  4 December 2012, BIS Conference Centre 

1. Attendees 

Name Company 

Colin Sawyer (Chair)  (CS) DECC 

Iddon Hall (with support from Andrew Campbell) Npower 

Simon Trivella British Gas  

Grahame Weir (with support from Iain Matthews) Scottish Power 

Andrew Monks (with support from Colin Rowland) SSE 

Ashley Pocock (with support from Chris Spence) EDF Energy  

Adrian Rudd EON 

Jason Brogden (JB) Energy UK 

Nigel Nash OFGEM 

Howard Porter BEAMA 

Gareth Cotterell (with support from Ian White) EUA 

Grant Qualey AMO 

Graham Smith (with support from Alan Creighton) ENA 

Lesley Keable (LK) DECC 

Julian Hughes (JH) DECC 

Gordon Hextall (GH) DECC 

Mark Robins (MR) DECC 

Stuart Scott  (SS) DECC 

Paul Haggett (PH) DECC 

*With apologies if the attendees roles are misaligned 

2. Minutes and Actions 

Actions: 

Action ID Action Due Date Owner Status 

SDAG_1.01 Programme Governance: DECC to provide an update on the programme 
governance structure to reflect the re-organisation of the SMP 
boards/forums/advisory groups 

10.01.12 CS Open 

SDAG_1.02 Business Processes: DECC agreed to confirm the date by which the updated 
Business Process Model would be issued to SDAG.  This would take into 
account the findings from the ISDS review   

18.12.12 JH Open 

SDAG_1.03 SDAG Agenda items: To enable forward planning of SDAG, DECC agreed to 
set out the programme of work, including products that require SDAG 
review, to SDAG on 10.01.13  

10.01.13 CS Open 
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Action ID Action Due Date Owner Status 

SDAG_1.04 SDAG Attendees: DECC to invite Ofgem to SDAG when relevant agenda 
items are scheduled 

n/a CS Open 

SDAG_1.05 Outstanding Technical Architecture concerns: A number of concerns had 
been raised at a recent Technical Architecture meeting.  It was agreed that 
these matters would be reviewed and any extant concerns would be listed 
for discussion at future SDAG meetings.  
 

10.01.13 JH Open 

SDAG_1.06 Review of ISDS technical requirements: SDAG members were requested to 
review the ISDS documents and feedback to DECC any material comments, 
within the suggested scope of the review..  A template to capture SDAG 
comments will be issued.   

EUK had already compiled a list of ISDS issues and agreed to distribute them 
to SDAG members 

It was unclear if all members had the ISDS documentation.  It was agreed 
that if anyone did not have them they were to send requests to the Chair. 

14.12.12 

 

 

 

07.12.12 

ALL 

 

 

 

JB 

Open 

 

 

 

Open 

SDAG_1.07 SDAG Meeting Presentation:  The presentation given at the meeting held on 
4 Dec 2012 was to be issued to all SDAG members 

05.12.12 PH Closed 

SDAG_1.08 User Gateway Catalogue: The User Gateway Catalogue has been updated to 
reflect the security architecture and will be issued to SDAG imminently.  

07.12.12 JH Open 

SDAG_1.09 IHD Data Storage:  Clarification on the requirements for the IHD to store 
data was required 

18.12.12 CS Open 

SDAG_1.10 Security Architecture:  Energy suppliers has requested a STEG workshop for 
w/c 10 Dec 12 to discuss issues with the Security Architecture.  Members 
were encouraged to request agenda items from their security leads for this 
meeting and send to GH   

10.12.12 ALL Open 

SDAG_1.11 Installation and maintenance:  It was agreed that the process for installation 
and maintenance (using HHT) was to be developed to ensure that a common 
approach was adopted by all suppliers.   

 MR Open 

3. Terms of Reference, Scope and Objectives of SDAG 

3.1. The SDAG Terms of Reference were circulated prior to the meeting and are attached to these minutes 
for record.  The SDAG scope will cover those matters previously covered by the SSAG and BPDG.  The 
meeting’s agenda will change frequently to accommodate timely discussions on items such as 
Companion Specification, HAG, equipment etc.  The forum will discuss technical architecture and the 
STEG will continue to manage matters around Smart Metering Security and Risk Management.   

3.2. The discussions on technical related solutions at SDAG will provide support to the strategic decisions 
made by the ODAG.  The SDAG will remain an active forum to discuss technical solutions until DCC 
licensee is established. 

3.3. There were concerns raised that the previous issues raised in other technical forums/advisory groups 
would be repeated in the future; to avoid this, a review of the outstanding issues raised would be 
undertaken and the SDAG minutes would record the Actions and Issues raised in the future.  

4. Review of Technical aspects of the ISDS (CSP & DSP) 

4.1. DECC presented a brief update on the technical aspects of the ISDS for the CSP and DSP procurement 
activities.  Members were invited to review and record their major material issues on the technical 
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aspects of the procurement documents.  DECC requested that SDAG comments should be strategic and 
not at too low a level so SMP could ensure that there was focus on the most important issues and that 
the timeline for delivery could remain achievable.  The deadline for comments is midday 14 Dec 12; key 
issues arising will be discussed at the next SDAG meeting. 

4.2.  The notable procurement dates for the CSP and DSP process are; 

4.2.1. 8 Feb 13 – Initial ISFT issued to shortlisted bidders 

4.2.2. 8 Apr 13 – Final ISFT documentation issued 

4.2.3. Early July – Contract award decision 

4.2.4. Late Jul 13 – DSP/CSP contracts signed with DCC  

4.3. The CSP and DSP contracts would be awarded after the DCC licence had been granted.  

5. Update on STEG actions  

5.1. DECC gave a brief verbal update on the latest position with regard to the work on security.  

5.2. A meeting was arranged for w/c 10.12.12 to address a number of security architecture challenges that 
had been raised.  The results of this meeting would be fed back to SDAG at its next meeting 

6. Update on installation and maintenance processes  

6.1. DECC delivered a briefing presentation on the current thinking, with regards to support of installation and 
maintenance activities, especially where no WAN is available.  Key points raised in the discussion 
included; 

6.1.1. There is a need to update the install and commission business processes which will utilise 
those solutions 

6.1.2. If functions are disabled (i.e. engineering menu or optical input) it would be desirable for them 
to be reusable so that meters can be re-enabled 

6.1.3. Recovery configuration codes should be available to re-enable supply, not to switch from 
prepay to credit 

6.1.4. The security model allows for the use of handheld terminals (HHT) but suppliers need to 
consider the implications and complexities for their back office systems 

6.1.5. The cost/complexity of establishing pico-cells (or equivalent) is unlikely to make this a viable 
option 

6.1.6. All functions will need to comply with the security requirements.  

7. Dates for next meetings 

7.1. Members confirmed that the next SDAG Meeting (2) will take place at BIS Conference Centre on 18
th
 

December 2012.  DECC will issue a formal invite.   

7.2. Placeholders for future meetings are: 

 24 January 2013:  BIS Conference Centre. 



UNCLASSIFIED  

SMART METERING IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME  

   

UNCLASSIFIED 

Page 4 

8. AoB 

8.1. There were no items raised under AOB.  


