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2010 DRUG STRATEGY

The government plans to publish a new Drug Strategy in December 2010.

Ministers have agreed the new strategic vision and broad themes for the Drug Strategy which 
will set the framework for the future delivery of drugs policy. 

This targeted consultation document aims to provide an early engagement opportunity for a 
wide range of partners, from charities to enforcement partners, drug workers and voluntary and 
community sector organisations. Responses from members of the public are also welcome.

The paper sets out the key objectives and themes of the government’s vision for drugs policy, 
and aims to give the voice of the ‘Big Society’ the power to influence the development of the 
new Drug Strategy, by asking you what should be the approach taken in each of these thematic 
areas.  

The targeted consultation covers a broad range of themes and respondents should feel free to 
answer as many, or as few, questions as they wish to. 

The overall focus and scope of the strategy will be all illegal drugs. However, for those activities 
where a joint drugs and alcohol approach is appropriate, this is recognised, particularly in 
the areas of prevention, treatment and recovery. The strategy will take a broad approach to 
preventing and reducing substance misuse of whatever type.  

With regards to devolved powers, the coverage of the new Drug Strategy is as follows:

•	 Health, education, housing and social care - confined to England

•	 Policing and the Criminal Justice System - England and Wales1.

•	 The work of the Department for Work and Pensions - England, Wales and Scotland.

1  NB. Devolved administrations - Welsh translation will follow shortly. 
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Vision for the new Drug Strategy

The Home Office will lead the new Drug Strategy to prevent drug taking, disrupt drug supply, 
strengthen enforcement and promote drug treatment with the focus on enabling people to 
become free of their addictions, including alcohol, to recover fully and contribute to society. It 
aims for: 

•	 Greater ambition for individual recovery whilst ensuring the crime reduction impact of 
treatment.

•	 Actions to tackle drugs being part of building the “Big Society”. 

•	 A more holistic approach with drugs issues being assessed and tackled alongside other 
issues such as alcohol abuse, child protection, mental health, employment and housing.

•	 Budgets and responsibility devolved wherever possible, with commissioning of services 
at a local level.

•	 Budgets and funding streams simplified and outcome based. 

•	 The financial costs of drug misuse reduced.

Question A1: Are there other key aspects of reducing drug use that you feel 
should be addressed?

Yes

No

Please outline any suggestions below

Question A2: Which areas would you like to see prioritised? 
Please select as many as apply

Greater ambition for individual recovery whilst ensuring the crime reduction impact of 
treatment.

Actions to tackle drugs should be part of building the “Big Society”. 

A more holistic approach, with drugs issues being assessed and tackled alongside other 
issues such as alcohol abuse, child protection, mental health, employment and housing.

Budgets and responsibility devolved wherever possible, with commissioning of services at 
a local level.

Budgets and funding streams simplified and outcome based. 

The financial costs of drug misuse reduced.

None of them

QUESTIONS
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Question A3: What do you think has worked well in previous approaches to 
tackling drug misuse?

Question A4: What do you think has NOT worked so well in previous approaches 
to tackling drug misuse?
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Prevent drug use - Department for Education Lead

Acting early, particularly with young people, can help stop drug and alcohol problems from 
developing.  However there are many different factors that can lead people to misuse drugs or 
alcohol and a range of different approaches to prevention. 

The reasons that people come to misuse drugs or alcohol are complex, influenced by personal, 
community and societal factors. And while we know that adolescence is typically the point at 
which misuse starts, prevention strategies need to consider the full range of these factors.

The government has already set out some proposals for tackling the supply of drugs or alcohol 
to young people including a system of temporary bans on so called ‘legal highs’ and licensing 
measures to increase the penalties for those selling alcohol to underage young people.

Question B1: What are the most effective ways of preventing drug or alcohol 
misuse?

Question B2: Who (which agencies, organisations and individuals) are best able to 
prevent drug or alcohol misuse? 

Question B3: Which groups (in terms of age, location or vulnerability) should 
prevention programmes particularly focus on?
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Question B4: Which drugs (including alcohol) should prevention programmes 
focus on?

Those that cause the most harm

Those that are most widely used

All drugs

Please explain your view below

Question B5: How can parents best be supported to prevent young people 
from misusing drugs or alcohol?

Question B6: How can communities play a more effective role in preventing 
drug or alcohol misuse?
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Question B7: Are there any particular examples of prevention activity that you 
would like to see used more widely?

Question B8: What barriers are there to improving drug and alcohol prevention?
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Strengthen enforcement, criminal justice and legal framework -  
Joint Home Office and Ministry of Justice Lead 

As part of the full assessment on sentencing policy, we will ensure that sentencing for drug use 
helps offenders come off drugs.

Question C1: When does drug use become problematic?

Question C2: Do you think the Criminal Justice System should do anything 
differently when dealing with drug-misusing offenders?

In order to ensure that the UK has an effective statutory framework able to respond to 
emerging threats we will introduce a system of temporary bans on new psychoactive 
substances or so called “legal highs”. This will enable us to take early legislative action to curb 
availability of potentially harmful emerging substances whilst waiting for full advice from the 
Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs. Offences will apply to the “trafficking/supply offences” 
and not simple possession. (Further information about government’s proposal is available at 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk)

Question C3: Do you have a view on what factors the Government should take into 
consideration when deciding to invoke a temporary ban on a new substance?

Yes

No 

Don’t know

Please explain your views below
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We will explore alternative forms of secure, treatment-based accommodation for mentally ill 
and drug-misusing offenders.

Question C4: What forms of community based accommodation do you think 
should be considered to rehabilitate drug offenders?

We will strengthen enforcement by targeting all points along the drug supply chain from 
disrupting street level dealers to tackling organised crime groups.  

Question C5: Where do you think we most need to target enforcement efforts to 
reduce the supply of drugs?

We will also ensure law enforcement responds swiftly and flexibly to the changing drugs 
landscape, including emergence of new drugs, and the cyber-threat.

Question C6: What else do you think we can do to keep one step ahead of the 
changing drugs markets?

We will reduce drug-related re-offending by incentivising local criminal justice, voluntary and 
other partners to work together in a more joined-up and targeted way to deliver cost effective 
services, including models such as Integrated Offender Management (IOM).   
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Question C7: Which partners – in the public, voluntary and community sectors 
- would you like to see work together to reduce drug related reoffending in 
your local area?

Question C8: What results should be paid for or funded?

We will reduce drug supply in prison by deploying a comprehensive range of measures based 
on local risk assessment, working closely with law enforcement partners, and developing 
intelligence gathering capability.  

Question C9: What measures do you think should be taken to reduce drug supply 
in prison? 

Question C10 (if applicable):  
What impact would the measures suggested have on:  

a) offenders?

b) your local community?
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Rebalance treatment to support drug free outcomes –  
Department of Health Lead  
We recognise that drug addiction is a complex disorder that has serious health costs and 
causes serious harm to the community. Whilst reducing harm is an important component of 
treatment, promoting and supporting recovery and a drug free lifestyle is the ultimate aim.

We now treat a large number of drug misusers, with over 210,000 in treatment.  We want 
to build on this by better supporting recovery and a drug-free lifestyle, and better enabling 
individuals to reintegrate as productive members of society.

We also need to do this in the context of the wider changes to the health service that will see 
the creation of a more streamlined and accountable NHS and the creation of a Public Health 
Service.  

Question D1: Thinking about the current treatment system, what works well and 
should be retained?

Question D2: Thinking about the current treatment system, what is in need of 
improvement and how might it need to change to promote recovery? 

(E.g. how commissioners get the most out of community and residential rehab)

Question D3: Are there situations in which drug and alcohol services might be 
more usefully brought together or are there situations where it is more useful 
for them to be operated separately?
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Question D4: Should there be a greater focus on treating people who use 
substances other than heroin or crack cocaine, such as powder cocaine and so 
called legal highs?

Yes 

No 

Please explain your response below:

Question D5: Should treating addiction to legal substances, such as prescribed 
and over-the-counter medicines, be a higher priority?

Yes

No

Don’t know

Please explain your response below

Question D6: What role should the Public Health Service have in preventing 
people using drugs in the first place and how can this link in to other 
preventative work?

We will build a skilled workforce to deliver better results and improve treatment (both medical 
and psychosocial), offering more ambitious and individual services, building on the evidence of 
what works and is cost-effective.  
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Question D7: We want to ensure that we continue to build the skills of the drug 
treatment and rehabilitation sector to ensure that they are able to meet the 
needs of those seeking treatment. What more can we do to support this?

We will improve the “patient experience” of treatment and recovery, ensuring better continuity 
of care when moving between treatment settings (e.g. prison and community, with appropriate 
services for young people, and promoting a more holistic approach that includes effective 
support for reintegration). 

Question D8: Treatment is only one aspect contributing to abstinence and 
recovery. What actions can be taken to better link treatment services in to 
wider support such as housing, employment and supporting offenders?

We need to ensure that commissioners across different Government programmes are working 
effectively together and can access funding without excessive restrictions on use.

Question D9: How do you believe that commissioners should be held to account 
for ensuring that outcomes of community-based treatments, for the promotion 
of reintegration and recovery, as well as reduced health harms, are delivered?
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Support recovery to break cycle of drug addiction– Department for Work 
and Pensions Lead  
The Coalition Government believes in an approach to tackling drug and alcohol dependency 
that is firmly rooted in the concept of recovery and reintegration, as a process through which an 
individual is enabled to overcome the symptoms and causes of their dependency, and become 
an active and contributing member of society. 

It is however, important to recognise that recovery can mean different things, to different 
people, at different points in their journey, and is most effective when an individual’s needs 
and aspirations are placed at the heart their care. 

The end result should also be the focus, rather than the means, which is why we will seek to 
embed appropriate outcome-based incentives into the delivery and commissioning system. 

Recovery does not begin or end with treatment and applies equally to employment, housing, 
education and skills, family support, probation and wider health services that need to wrap 
around treatment in a holistic fashion to support sustained recovery.

Question E1: What interventions can be provided to better support the recovery 
and reintegration of drug and alcohol dependent offenders returning to 
communities from prison?

Question E2: What interventions could be provided to address any issues 
commonly facing people dependent on drugs or alcohol in relation to housing?

Question E3: How might drug, alcohol and mental health services be more 
effective in working together to meet the needs of drug or alcohol dependent 
service users with mental health conditions?
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Question E4: Do appropriate opportunities exist for the acquisition of skills and 
training for this group? 

In respect of employment, we will reform the welfare system so that those with drug and 
alcohol problems receive the help and support they need to overcome their dependency and 
get back to work.  

Question E5: Should we be making more of the potential to use the benefit 
system to offer claimants a choice between:

a) some form of financial benefit sanction, if they do not take action to address their drug or 
alcohol dependency; or 

b) additional support to take such steps, by tailoring the requirements placed upon them as a 
condition of benefit receipt to assist their recovery (for example temporarily removing the need 
to seek employment whilst undergoing treatment).

Question E6: What if anything could Jobcentre Plus do differently in engaging 
with this client group to better support recovery?

(For example, greater use of specialist advisers and outreach, use of different communication 
channels for benefit advice and administration) 
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Question E7: In your experience, what interventions are most effective in helping 
this group find employment? 

Question E8: What particular barriers do this group face when working or 
looking for employment, and what could be done to address these? 

(For example, how could employers be encouraged to look beyond stigma to employ recovering 
addicts)

New approaches to supporting families with multiple problems will be developed. The cost-
effectiveness of children’s services will be improved and the number of children requiring 
safeguarding or taken into care reduced, with child protection and safeguarding addressed 
across the strategy.

Question E9: Based on your experience, how effective are whole family 
interventions as a way of tackling the harms of substance misuse?

Question E10: Is enough done to harness the recovery capital of families, 
partners and friends of people addicted to drugs or alcohol? 
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Question E11: Do drug and alcohol services adequately take into account the 
needs of those clients who have children? 

(e.g. are they afforded sufficient priority; is there adequate access to childcare; are the design 
and opening hours of services appropriate; and could more be done, taking into account child 
protection issues, to ensure that service users maintain contact with their children whilst 
engaged in treatment)

Question E12: What problems do agencies working with drug or alcohol 
dependent parents face in trying to protect their children from harm, and what 
might be done to address any such issues?
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Currently open consultations:

Department for Work and Pensions - 21st century welfare reform at

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/21st-century-welfare/

Home Office - Policing in the 21st century: reconnecting police and the people at

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/police/policing-21st-century/ 

Home Office - Rebalancing the Licensing Act at

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-licensing-act/ 

Transparency in Outcomes – a framework for the NHS at

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117583 

Forthcoming consultations:

MoJ - Rehabilitation Revolution Green Paper 

LINKS TO OTHER RELATED 
CONSULTATIONS

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/21st-century-welfare/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/police/policing-21st-century/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-licensing-act/
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_117583
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How to respond

•	 Using the online form

•	 Emailing this pro-forma complete with your responses to  
DrugConsultations@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk 

•	 Sending a hard copy to:

Consultation 
Drug Strategy Unit, Home Office 
4th floor, Fry building
2 Marsham Street 
LONDON SW1P 4DF

The closing date for responses to reach use by is 30 September 2010.

http://consultations.homeoffice.gov.uk/2010-drugs-strategy/
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The information you send us may be passed to colleagues within the Home Office, the 
government or related agencies.

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may 
be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes 
(these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 [FOIA], the Data Protection Act 1998 
[DPA] and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).

If you want other information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware 
that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must 
comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence.

In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you 
have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will 
take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can 
be maintained in all circumstances. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your 
IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The department will process your personal data in accordance with the DPA and in the majority 
of circumstances this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

Consultation Co-ordinator

If you have a complaint or comment about the Home Office’s approach to consultation, you 
should contact the Home Office Consultation Co-ordinator, Nigel Lawrence. Please DO NOT 
send your response to this consultation to Nigel Lawrence. The Co-ordinator works to promote 
best practice standards set by the Government’s Code of Practice, advises policy teams on how 
to conduct consultations and investigates complaints made against the Home Office. He does 
not process your response to this consultation.

The Co-ordinator can be emailed at: 
Nigel.Lawrence@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk  

Alternatively write to him at:

Nigel Lawrence, Consultation Co-ordinator 
Home Office 
Performance and Delivery Unit, Better Regulation Team 
3rd Floor Seacole 
2 Marsham Street 
London, SW1P 4DF

ANNEX A
Response confidentiality  
& disclaimer 

mailto:Nigel.Lawrence%40homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk?subject=
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