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6.3 Accreditation to the ISO/IEC 17020/ 17025 as per the Code

6.3.1 Some forensic units have a schedule of accreditation to ISO/IEC 17020/

17025 which explicitly specifies forensic analysis but does not incorporate

accreditation to the Code – in such instances, a ‘yes’ should be entered in

this column if the scope of accreditation covers the activity being reported.

6.3.2 ISO/IEC 17025:2017 accreditation schedules which do not explicitly state

forensic analysis, indicate the analytical activity had not been assessed as a

forensic process as per the Code (e.g conforming with ILAC G19). Although

this analytical process may be accredited for a different purpose, continuity

issues and other forensic science specific aspects were not part of the

assessment so a ‘no’ should be returned in this column. The accreditation

held may be included in the additional and/or supporting information related

to the mitigations.

6.3.3 This is about the forensic unit holding accreditation for conducting the FSA

being reported. The forensic unit may have calibration certificates for

equipment which make reference to ISO/IEC 17025. The organisation that

issued a calibration certificate referencing ISO/IEC 17025 holds accreditation

for calibration; mentioning it under this mitigation category when the forensic

unit performing the FSA does not hold accreditation may be confusing or

even misleading and therefore is not advised to be stated under this

category.

6.3.4 If a forensic unit is in the process of achieving accreditation, caution should

be taken on how this status is described. Phrases such as “working towards

accreditation” should not be used, the mitigations should set out the

components of the quality management system that are in place eg method

validation or demonstration of competence in the method.

6.4 Competence of the practitioners involved in the work tested

6.4.1 The Code requires that a forensic unit has a competence framework which

sets out the specific skills and knowledge its practitioners need to undertake

specific forensic science activities as well as how the forensic unit ensures

ongoing competence.
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10. Appendix A: Examples of 'table of mitigations to non-compliance' to include in the
required annex

a. Mitigations table for FSAs which require compliance to the Code and do not permit alternative compliance routes

Where a declaration of non-compliance has been made at FSA level, practitioners should outline (1) the FSA, (2) the

non-compliance within the FSA, (3) whether the forensic unit holds existing accreditation for this activity (i.e. not

including the Code) and (4) the quality mitigations as required in the Code.

Forensic
Science
Activity

Scope of
non-
compliance
within the
FSA

Accredited to
ISO/IEC
17025/
ISO/IEC 17020
as per the
Code

Mitigations to the risk associated with non-compliance

Competence of
the
practitioners
involved in the
work tested

Method
employed
validated

Method
employed
documented

All
equipment
/ software
used has
been
tested and
is fit for
purpose

The work is
undertaken in
a suitable
environment

Enter the
FSA
definition
as set out
in the
Code

Insert the
scope of
non-
compliant
activity

Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N

Enter additional and/or supporting information related to the mitigations as outlined in section 6.





Forensic
Science
Activity

Scope of non-
compliance within

FSA

Accredited to
ISO/IEC
17025/
ISO/IEC
17020 as per
the Code

Mitigations to the risk associated with the non-compliance

Competenc
e of the

practitioners
involved in
the work
tested

Method
employed
validated

Method
employed

documented

All
equipment/

software
used has

been tested
and is fit for

purpose

The work is
undertaken in

a suitable
environment

FSA – DIG
301 –
Specialist
video
multimedia,
recovery,
processing
and
analysis

The examination and
analysis of an image

to produce an
evidential report

including pictorial
image comparison

N Y N Y Y Y

Speed estimation
from video

N Y N Y N Y

Enter additional and/or supporting information related to the mitigations outlined in section 6.

ii. Example 2. A mitigations table for FSA – DTN 103 - Examination and analysis to identify and quantify

controlled drugs and/or associated materials.

In this case there was one analysis of ketamine and one analysis for cocaine. The forensic unit is compliant with the

Code for the analysis of cocaine but not for the analysis of ketamine. The table needs to be completed for only those

activities which are non-compliant with the Code. This approach can be adopted for other FSAs where there is mixed

compliance.





iii. Example 3. A mitigations table for FSA – INC 100 Incident Scene Examination where there is non-

compliance with all activities within that FSA.

Annex to declaration of non-compliance with the FSR Code (FSA-INC 100)

The table below sets out the scope of non-compliance for the FSA I have undertaken in this case, and the mitigations to

the risks associated with the non-compliance.

c. Mitigations tables for FSA – DIG – 300 Recovery and processing of footage from closed-circuit television

(CCTV)/ video surveillance systems (VSS) which permits alternative compliance routes.

In this instance, the forensic unit has chosen to adopt the NPCC framework.

Forensic
Science Activity

Scope of
non-

compliance
within FSA

Accredited to
ISO/IEC
17025/
ISO/IEC
17020 as per
the Code

Mitigations to the risk associated with non-compliance

Competence of
the

practitioners
involved in the

work tested

Method
employed
validated

Method
employed

documented

All
equipment/

software
used has

been tested
and is fit for

purpose

The work is
undertaken
in a suitable
environment

FSA – INC 100 –
Incident scene
examination

All N Y N Y N N

Enter additional and/or supporting information related to the mitigations as outlined in section 6.
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