
FaSS FAQs – August 2023 

 
1. Why has the scheme closed? 

The annual budget allocated for Financial Year 2023-24, even with a £2m uplift, has been 
allocated and we must now temporarily close the scheme. 
 

2. Will it reopen, and if so, when? 
The expectation is that a modified version of the scheme will reopen for its final year in early 
2024. The modifications will reflect that it is the final year of the scheme and that all projects 
and claims will need to be made by March 2025.  
 

3.  I have submitted an application which has been acknowledged by MMO Grants 
Team, what will happen with the application?  

Applications that have been acknowledged will continue to be processed by MMO Grants 
Team. You will be notified of the outcome of your application in due course.  
 

4. I have proceeded at risk with my application since receiving my 
acknowledgement email, will I receive a grant offer?  

If you have received an acknowledgement email from MMO Grants Team, your application 
will continue to be processed as normal. However, there are no guarantees that your 
application will be approved and, in line with the FaSS guidance, if you proceed with your 
project prior to receiving your grant offer this is entirely at your own risk.  
 
You will be notified of the outcome of your application in due course.  
 

5. My application has been approved and I have received an offer letter prior to 
this announcement, is this still valid? 

Yes, if you have received your grant offer you should continue to deliver your project and 
submit your claims for your grant funding in line with your agreed claim schedule.  
 

6. I have submitted an application since 1 July 2023 and have not received an 
acknowledgement email – will my application be considered this year? 

The MMO’s Grants Team will contact you separately to advise on next steps for your 
submitted application. If your application meets the eligibility criteria for the final year of the 
scheme, then you will not need to reapply and your existing application will progressed. 
 

7. When the scheme reopens will I be able to apply for funding.  
Yes. When the scheme reopens in early 2024 you will be able to submit an application.  
 

8. I’d like to talk to someone for further guidance, who do I contact? 
If you have any questions, please contact the MMO Grants Team, Monday – Thursday, 9am 
– 5pm, Friday 9am – 4pm by calling 0208 026 5539 or 
emailing: FaSS.queries@marinemanagement.org.uk. 
 

9. Is there any grant funding available to industry?  
Funding is currently available through the UK Seafood Fund to commercial fishing vessels to 
replace or modify their engines. Funding is available on a first come first served basis. To 
apply please check the webpages online at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-uk-seafood-fund-infrastructure-scheme-round-3 
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