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This briefing is intended for organisations interested in understanding 
communications about police and crime commissioners and those who 
would like to raise awareness of the role or of the elections on the 15th 

November 2012.

Partners such as; Police Authorities, Local Authorities, Community Safety 
Partnerships and voluntary and charitable organisations may choose to use 
elements from this briefing or the marketing campaign in their own 
communications.
The pack contains:
• Campaign objectives and key messages
• Details of media channels 
• Examples of the advertising
• Details of partnership activity and PR
• How to find out about police and crime commissioner candidates
• Guidance about purdah (the pre election period)
• Access to campaign support materials
• Useful contacts

We’ve provided ideas for
‘Action!’

where you can support 
the campaign or help

raise awareness 



Campaign dates & objectives

– Increase awareness of the role of police and 
crime commissioners

– Increase the number of people who understand 
what a police and crime commissioner is and 
does

– Encourage the public to find out more about the 
role and who their candidates are

– Signpost choosemypcc.org.uk website and print 
on demand service

6th October – 24th October



Campaign key messages


 

On November 15th Criminals will be hoping you 
do nothing


 

On November 15th vote for your local police and 
crime commissioner


 

A police and crime commissioner’s job will be to 
oversee the police and ensure they prioritise 
what matters most to you


 

Police and crime commissioners won’t tell the 
police how to do their job, but they will be 
involved in setting their priorities 


 

Police and crime commissioners will ensure 
money is spent where it matters most



TV, 
radio, 
local 
press

Advertorials 
in regional 

press

Bus 
shelter 
posters

Choosemypcc.org.uk
Print on demand orderline – 0800 1 070708

• The campaign is estimated to reach 95% of adult     
population in England & Wales
• TV adverts will be aired on ITV, Channel 4, Five, Sky, 
S4C, ITV Player and 4 On Demand
• TV advert will be in Welsh on S4C. 50% of the bus shelter 
posters in Wales will be in Welsh. Radio adverts played in 
Wales will be in Welsh 25% of the time. Press ads will be in 
Welsh in certain titles
• Electoral Commission marketing campaign runs from 22nd 

Oct – 15th November more info on their website

Online & 
Channel 
4 activity

Media channels and signposting 

Electoral 
Commission 

activity

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-electoral-administrators/electoral-registration/participation-resources


Press adverts / Bus shelter posters

Action! 
Available to 

download from
Home Office 

website



Regional press advertorial (not final images)

Action!
Use the wording

for your
newsletters



TV advert and online film

Available to view and share from Home Office Youtube channel

– 30 sec TV advert (English)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8E9B81nUNw

– 60 sec online film (English)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qT-ywCilmdA

– 30 sec TV advert (Welsh)  - available on Home Office Youtube Channel
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0E5BEB17B96C59A2&feature=plcp

Action! 
Embed the adverts

on your own 
website from

Youtube

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8E9B81nUNw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qT-ywCilmdA
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0E5BEB17B96C59A2&feature=plcp


Notable TV spot times

Date Channel Programme Time
8th Oct Channel 4 Come dine with me 17:25
8th Oct Channel 4 999 What’s your emergency 21:30
8th Oct ITV Monroe 21:30
9th Oct ITV Emmerdale 19:15
9th Oct C5 CSI New York 22:30
10th Oct ITV All Star Mr & Mrs 20:30
10th Oct Channel 4 Grand Designs 21:59
10th Oct C5 Law and Order 22:30
11th Oct ITV Homefront 21:45
13th Oct ITV X Factor Live show 21:30
13th Oct S4C Pobol y Cwn 19:00
14th Oct ITV Downton Abbey 22:01
15th Oct E4 New Girl 20:26

NB: Adverts may not be seen in all regions at these times

HO Tweet

HO Tweet

HO Tweet

Action! Retweet @ukhomeoffice Tweet



Notable TV spot times

Date Channel Programme Time
16th Oct Channel 4 Double your house for half the money 20:50
16th Oct Channel 4 Come dine with me 17:25
16th Oct C5 Born to kill 20:30
17th Oct C5 Emergency Bikers 20:30
18th Oct Channel 4 Hollyoaks 18:45
18th Oct ITV Homefront 21:15
19th Oct ITV Coronation Street 20:58
20th Oct S4C CWPAN AMLIN 20:10
21st Oct ITV Downton Abbey 21:30
22nd Oct ITV Monroe 21:15
22nd Oct ITV Emmerdale 19:15
22nd Oct Channel 4 999 What’s your emergency 21:50
24th Oct ITV Coronation Street 19:45

NB: Adverts may not be seen in all regions at these times

HO Tweet

HO Tweet

Action! Retweet @ukhomeoffice Tweet

HO Tweet



Channel 4 Partnership

- After all our adverts on 
C4 there will be a PCC 
promotional message

- Encourage interaction 
and opportunity to find 
out more about PCCs

- Campaign hub at 
channel4.com/mypcc

- View online film
- Have your say: What 

crimes should PCCs 
focus on? What 
difference do you want 
them to make

- Use hashtag #MyPCC 
promote Twitter debate

Action! 
Use #MyPCC

when
Tweeting



Candidate information

- Choosemypcc.org.uk is now live
- Info about PCCs and voting
- Public can pre order printed 

booklet containing candidate 
details that will be sent to them 
from end Oct

- Booklet available in alternative 
formats (Welsh, Braille, large print, 
audio)

- Candidates details published 26th 
Oct

- Public can register for email 
alerting them candidate details are 
online

- From 26th Oct public can use 
search facility to find out who their 
candidates are

Action! 
Link from your

website to
choosemypcc



Additional PR activity

– Ministerial regional press and radio 
interviews

– Online web chats 
– ‘One month to go’ announcement and 

media activity
– Tweet countdown to elections
– Press notice Choosemypcc full site launch 

26th October
– Stimulate interest on Twitter with #MyPCC

Action! 
Retweets



Partner support

- Info and campaign assets www.homeoffice.gov.uk/pcc
- Communications handbook
- Purdah advice (email PCCFactChecker@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk)

- PDFs of posters available to download & use
- Digital web adverts available to download & use
- Online film and/or TV advert on YouTube
- Radio adverts available to download & use
- Factual credit card handout available to 

order and distribute 
Order line: 0870 241 4680 (press ‘0’
on your keypad to speak to the Home Office 
publications team) Ref’ PCC BCE (for 
English) PCC BCW (for Welsh)

Credit Card

Action! 
Share our digital adverts

Order the credit card

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/pcc
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/police/pcc/communications-handbook
mailto:PCCFactChecker@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk


Purdah advice 

Available guidance:
- ACPO guidance
- DCLG ‘Code of recommended practice on local 

authority publicity’
- Cabinet Office purdah guidance for civil service
- Permanent Secretary letter to Chief Constables
- Your Police Area Returning Officer can offer 

advice

National purdah 25 Oct – 15 Nov

Local purdah 8 October – 15 November

Action! 
Find out what 

you can or 
can’t do

Available guidance:
- ACPO guidance
- DCLG ‘Code of recommended practice on local 

authority publicity’
- Cabinet Office purdah guidance for civil service
- Permanent Secretary letter to Chief Constables
- Your Police Area Returning Officer can offer 

advice

mailto:http://www.acpo.police.uk/documents/futures/2012/201207FBAGfIwPCCs.pdf
mailto:http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycode2011
mailto:http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycode2011
mailto:http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/PCC-Elections-Guidance-for-Civil-Servants.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycode2011
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycode2011
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycode2011
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/PCC-Elections-Guidance-for-Civil-Servants.pdf


Contacts

Home Office Communications
matthew.mitchell2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

amie.whittle@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Fact checking service
PCCFactChecker@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk

Action! 
Email us with
any questions

mailto:matthew.mitchell2@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:amie.whittle@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:PCCFactChecker@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
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