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I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the Advisory Committee on Business 
Appointments (ACOBA) to bring to your attention a breach of the government's 
Business Appointment Rules (the Rules).  This is outlined in the correspondence 
ACOBA has exchanged with the Rt Hon Matt Hancock enclosed.   
 
The Rules are set by the government, with the policy owned by the Cabinet Office. 
ACOBA is independent, with a remit to consider applications received under those 
Rules, consider the risks and advise on the conditions that should apply. 
 
Mr Hancock did not seek ACOBA’s advice before signing up for two television series -  
ITV’s ‘I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here’ and Channel 4’s ‘SAS Who Dares Wins’. 
As you will see from the correspondence, Mr Hancock said he did not believe he 
needed to seek advice as ‘Each of these separate activities is not a "longer term 
arrangement", but are each individual appearances, albeit substantial ones’.  
In the Committee’s experience, the risks under the Rules in these types of 
appointments are usually limited. Previous advice for media roles have generally been 
subject to a standard set of conditions preventing individuals from: drawing on 
privileged information; and lobbying the UK government.  However, the Rules are 
clear that an application for advice is required for all outside roles1 and our guidance 

                                                
1 “On leaving office, Ministers will be prohibited from lobbying Government for two years. They must 
also seek advice from the independent Advisory Committee on Business Appointments about any 
appointments or employment they wish to take up within two years of leaving office. Former 
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Thank you for your response to my letter as Chair of the Advisory Committee on 
Business Appointments (ACOBA), dated 4 November 2022, in which you provided 
context regarding you signing up for two television series -  ITV’s ‘I'm a Celebrity... Get 
Me Out of Here’ and Channel 4’s ‘SAS Who Dares Wins’.  This is attached below. 
 
You said you consulted ACOBA's website and its guidance on ‘one-off’ activities such 
as speeches, broadcasts, or newspaper articles. From that you understood you were 
not required ‘...to write to ACOBA to ask permission for either 'SAS: Who Dares Wins' 
or 'I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!', as the guidelines state that one-off media 
appearances such as these do not count as an appointment or employment. Each of 
these separate activities is not a "longer term arrangement", but are each individual 
appearances, albeit substantial ones. I have no ongoing commitments outside each 
one-off appearance’. 
 
ACOBA does not seek to stop ministers from expressing their views generally or taking 
part in televised series, and certainly appearing as a guest or as a guest presenter in 
a television series would not fall to ACOBA for advice.  
 





as an appointment or employment. Each of these separate activities is not a "longer term 
arrangement", but are each individual appearances, albeit substantial ones. I have no 
ongoing commitments outside each one-off appearance. 
 
I appreciate your enquiry is on the process, but it’s worth noting that on the substance of the 
matter, these media appearances in no way conflict with any of my past work in 
Government, and are a way to speak to a wider audience about my campaigns in 
Parliament. 
 
I hope you find this reassuring. As you know I take the ACOBA process very seriously, and 
would be grateful for your confirmation that I followed the guidance in these instances. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Matt  
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I am writing to you, as Chair of the Advisory Committee on Business Appointments 
following  media enquiries received in relation to you signing up for two television 
series -  ITV’s ‘I'm a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here’ and Channel 4’s ‘SAS Who 
Dares Wins’.  
 
As you know, as a former Minister you are required to seek advice from the 
Committee for any appointments or employment within two years of leaving office 
under the government’s Business Appointments Rules (the Rules). 




