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2.1	 	 VISION AND DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The following design principles and objectives were identified during the course 
of the design process and have helped to shape the proposal:

•	 Be sympathetic and responsive to the nearby heritage assets such as 

St Marys Church, the barns at Elsenham Place and the important grouping 

around Elsenham Cross.

•	 Appreciate the sites landscape setting, reinforced by new green 

infrastructure.

•	 Incorporate buffers of open space with frontage set back to reflect 

existing built form and respect natural features.

•	 Integrate the on site public right of way and create new routes that 

connect with the wider footpath network. 

•	 Specify vernacular building materials and naturalistic hard landscaping 

suited to a rural location.

•	 Consider the sites topography.

•	 Provide vehicular access from Henham Road.

•	 Consider on site utilities and easements.

•	 Implement a SUDS strategy to manage surface water run off.

•	 Offer ecological enhancements to achieve biodiversity net gain.

•	 Deliver the right mix of housing in a sustainable location.
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Our Vision

This site presents an incredible opportunity to create a genuinely 
unique and charming addition to the village of Elsenham.  At the heart 
of the design is the desire to celebrate the sites historical context, with 

respect for nearby heritage assets providing the setting to everyday 
life.  Situated within a beautiful landscape setting with access to 

countryside walks and nearby facilities, the proposal will seek to offer 
a truly inspirational place to call home.













2.4		 DESIGN INTENT

Urban Structure

Blocks of development will be designed to provide 
attractive frontages, overlook streets and spaces and 
generate activity.  Fig 2.4.2 demonstrates how a block 
provides the setting from a nearby road, overlooks a 
green corridor and defines movement routes.

Landmark buildings will be utilised in strategic locations 
to mark entrances, terminate views and aid wayfinding.  
Landmarks may be treated with a different material or 
detail to make them memorable.

Special corner turning house types can also be used 
as they present a primary frontage on two sides.  This 
approach continues surveillance from windows and 
eliminates featureless, blank elevations. 
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Fig 2.4.3  Street with End Vista Stop Building

Fig 2.4.1   Corner Turning House

Fig 2.4.4  Landmark Building in Prominent Location

Fig 2.4.2  Block Structure









2.4		 DESIGN INTENT

Landscape Treatments

Landscape treatments to the public realm will be 
specified to enhance the development and compliment 
the sites landscape setting.

Hard surfaces will be varied and emphasise the 
developments street hierarchy.  This would include 
block paving in some shared surface areas.

Off road footpaths will be treated with a naturalistic 
material such as hoggin.

Front gardens will be well landscaped, helping to soften 
street scenes.  Species will be chosen for longevity, 
robustness and to add a variety of colours and textures.

Knee rail fencing will be used to protect green open 
spaces and brick walls can be used in key public realm 
areas.
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Fig 2.4.20  Well  Landscaped Front Gardens

Fig 2.4.17  Natural ist ic Pedestrian Routes

Fig 2.4.19  Blend of Hard Surface Materials

Fig 2.4.21  Brick Walls Facing Public Realm Areas

Fig 2.4.18  Timber Knee Rai l  Fencing



SUDS

A SUDS strategy will be integrated into the proposal, 
utilising the natural slope of the site. The SUDS train 
will work by collecting, filtering and storing rain water 
before it is discharged into nearby watercourses at a 
greenfield rate.

Features such as permeable paving, swales and basins 
could be used within the proposal to manage surface 
water in a natural way.
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Fig 2.4.24  Natural ist ic Drainage Basin

Fig 2.4.22  Dry Swales

Fig 2.4.25  Permeable Paving

Fig 2.4.14  Location of Drainage Basin






