


Introduction

This checklist is a requirement for all planning applications to Essex County Council 
(ECC) considered a major development as defined by Article 8(7) of The Town and Country 
Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995. ECC is the determining planning 
authority for mineral, waste and Regulation 3 applications. 

The assistance of a professional ecologist will be necessary to complete the checklist.

For other applications not defined as a major development, applicants are strongly 
encouraged to use the checklist where there may be adverse effects on the natural 
environment. It should be noted that applications not considered a major development will 
still be reviewed by a planning authority ecologist.

For some developments an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) maybe required. In 
these cases this checklist must still be completed and used to inform the content of the 
Ecology Chapter of the Environment Statement subject to any Scoping Opinion issued by 
the planning authority.

This checklist aims to provide a clear, transparent 
process for both applicant and Local Planning 
Authority (LPA) and ensure conformity with British 
Standard 42020:2013 for Biodiversity (Code of 
practice for planning and development). Its correct 
application will help the applicant and LPA comply 
with national biodiversity policy and legislation; 
thereby reducing the likelihood of delays resulting 
from the submission of inadequate information.

The checklist does not attempt to provide a detailed 
account of the legislation and policy that underpin 
biodiversity conservation in England. Further 
information can be obtained from Natural England 
and links have been provided in the text to external 
sources of information where appropriate. A glossary 
is also included at the end of the checklist.

The checklist is supported by Natural England’s local 
Land Use Operations team and endorsed by the 
Essex Biodiversity Project.

The checklist is a component of Essex County 
Council’s Supplementary Guidance for the 
Submission of Planning Applications. It has been 
produced with funding provided by Natural England. 
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BS 42020 – a code of practice for biodiversity in planning and development
BS 42020 is a standard developed by the British Standards Institution (BSI) in association 
with biodiversity experts and stakeholders from across all sectors. The standard provides clear 
recommendations and guidance to ensure that actions and decisions taken at each stage of the planning 
process are informed by sufficient and appropriate ecological information. The BSI has produced a smart 
guide that provides an introduction to the benefits of BS 42020 smart guide.

European Protected Species
Please note that for European Protected Species a mitigation licence may be required – post planning 
permission - in order to carry out the development should permission be granted. It is important that 
you refer directly to Natural England the licensing body for further guidance, and submit any relevant 
correspondence with this checklist.
However, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 requires the Local Planning 
Authority (LPA) to consider ‘Three Tests’ when determining a planning application that may affect a 
European Protected Species. These ‘tests’ can be summarised as follows:

•    Is there a genuine need and ‘purpose’ for the proposed development?
•    Are there any satisfactory alternatives to delivering and meeting the need in the way proposed?
•    Will there be any adverse effect on the conservation status of the species concerned?

If there is a risk of European Protected Species being impacted by the development the applicant must 
submit sufficient evidence to enable these tests to be satisfactorily addressed by the LPA.
Further guidance is provided in the Natural England publication ‘European Protected Species and the 
Planning Process’. 
European Protected Species are those animals listed under Schedule 2 or plants listed under Schedule 
5 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. The term European Protected has not 
been used for ‘Nationally Protected Species’ with no protection under the Regulations, but which are listed 
under Schedule II and/or V of the European Habitats Directive. For example the native crayfish.

Wild Birds
Reg 9A(8) of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 states that “a competent 
authority in exercising any function in the UK must use all reasonable endeavours to avoid any pollution or 
deterioration of habitats of wild birds”. Applicants must demonstrate clearly how any such deterioration or 
pollution of wild bird habitat will be avoided by the proposed development.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Where a formal Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required under the EIA Regulations the 
Biodiversity Statement & Mitigation Plan should be incorporated in to the Ecology chapter of the 
Environmental Statement subject to any Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Authority.

Biodiversity Offsetting
The Biodiversity Offsetting Metric provides a standardised and transparent approach to ensuring 
mitigation and compensation measures are sufficient to secure no-net-loss of biodiversity. The metric is 
a stand-alone tool – its use does not assume a need for off-site compensation. Indeed, it can be used to 
quantify the positive benefits of onsite mitigation or enhancement measures.

Natural England Discretionary Advice Service.
Natural England has a Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) which operates to provide advice for applications 
prior to submission. This service includes a limited amount of free Initial Advice, followed by Charged 
Advice for more complex requests. It is strongly recommended that you contact them to discuss the advice 
you require prior to submitting your application. 
Further details are available on their website.

Supporting Notes

Please go to Step 6.

Return to contents
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Links to Natural England’s Standing Advice for Protected Species (Survey Requirements):

•    What should detailed survey reports for protected species include?

•    Great Crested Newt

•    Badger

•    Bats

•    Barn Owl

•    Birds

•    Dormouse

•    Invertebrates

Due to the recognised value of invertebrate assemblages associated with brownfield sites in Essex, 
Natural England have produced specific local Standard Advice which is available here.

•    Native crayfish

•    Otter

•    Reptiles

•    Water Vole

•    Plants

Other Guidance:

Natural England has produced Standing Advice for Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees and this should 
be referred to in the preparation of the Biodiversity Statement where Ancient Woodland and/or Veteran 
Trees are likely to be affected.

The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management ‘Sources of Survey Methods’ (SoSM) 
should be referred to for survey methodologies for Priority Species not covered by Natural England’s 
Standing Advice. 

Appendix 1 – Guidelines for Surveys

Return to contents
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•    Special Protection Area (SPA)

•    Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

•    Ramsar Site

•    Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

•    National Nature Reserve (NNR)

•    Ancient Woodland

•    Local Wildlife Site (LoWS)

•    Special Roadside Verge

Appendix 2 – Biodiversity features that must be shown  
on an Ordnance Survey base map at an appropriate scale

Return to contents
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Glossary

Ancient or veteran tree: A tree which, because of its great age, size or condition is of exceptional value 
for wildlife, in the landscape, or culturally.

Ancient woodland: An area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD.

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP): Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) arose from the signing of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992, an international treaty signed by 150 nations including 
the UK, pledging to conserve biodiversity. BAPS are broken down into Species Action Plans (SAPs) and 
Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) and cover species and habitats considered threatened. These are known 
as ‘Priority’ species and habitats. Each Plan contains a definition of the habitat or species, describes 
the threats they face and the objectives and targets need to be met to conserve them. BAPS currently 
cover 1149 Priority species and 65 Priority habitats. 

Ecological networks: These link sites of biodiversity importance.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): A procedure to be followed for certain types of project to 
ensure that decisions are made in full knowledge of any likely significant effects on the environment.

European Protected Site: This includes candidate Special Areas of Conservation, Sites of Community 
Importance, Special Areas of Conservation and potential Special Protection Areas, and is defined in 
regulation 8 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.

International, national and locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity: All international 
sites (Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, and Ramsar sites), national sites (Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest) and locally designated sites including Local Wildlife Sites.

Living Landscapes: Living Landscapes are large landscape-scale areas of the countryside, such as river 
valleys, estuaries, forested ridges, and grass and heath mosaics, which form ecological networks. The 
networks allow wildlife to move through them and increase their resilience to threats such as climate 
change, floods, drought, sea-level rise and development pressure. There are 80 Living Landscapes 
within Essex. 

Local planning authority: The public authority whose duty it is to carry out specific planning functions 
for a particular area. All references to local planning authority apply to the district council, borough 
council and county council to the extent appropriate to their responsibilities.

Nature Improvement Area: Inter-connected network of wildlife habitats intended to re-establish 
thriving wildlife populations and help species respond to the challenges of climate change.

NPPF: National Planning Policy Framework. This document sets out the government’s planning 
policies for England and how they are expected to be applied. It provides guidance for local planning 
authorities and decision-takers, both in drawing up plans and making decisions about planning 
applications. 

Return to contents
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Previously developed land: Land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, including the 
curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the whole of the curtilage 
should be developed) and any associated fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes: land that is or 
has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that has been developed for minerals 
extraction or waste disposal by landfill purposes where provision for restoration has been made 
through development control procedures; land in built-up areas such as private residential gardens, 
parks, recreation grounds and allotments; and land that was previously-developed but where the 
remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface structure have blended into the landscape in the 
process of time.

Priority habitats and species: Species and Habitats of Principal Importance included in the England 
Biodiversity List published by the Secretary of State under section 41 of the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006.

Qualifying species: Those plants or animals found on the legal list of qualifying species for which 
a Special Area of Conservation, Special Protection Area or Ramsar site has been selected and is 
managed.

Ramsar sites: Wetlands of international importance, designated under the 1971 Ramsar Convention.

Special Areas of Conservation: Areas given special protection under the European Union’s Habitats 
Directive, which is transposed into UK law by the Habitats and Conservation of Species Regulations 
2010.

Special Protection Areas: Areas which have been identified as being of international importance for 
the breeding, feeding, wintering or the migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds found within 
European Union countries. They are European designated sites, classified under the Birds Directive.

Site of Special Scientific Interest: Sites designated by Natural England under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981.

Stepping stones: Pockets of habitat that, while not necessarily connected, facilitate the movement of 
species across otherwise inhospitable landscapes.

Wildlife corridor: Areas of habitat connecting wildlife populations.

Return to contents
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