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About this guidance  
 

This guidance aims to help you decide if you would be able to make a successful 

application for British citizenship, through registration under section 4L of the  

British Nationality Act 1981. For your application to succeed you will need to show 

that you satisfy the requirements of that section, which are set out in British 

nationality law. It is not a complete statement of the law or policy but should 

answer routine questions you may have on the requirements and our processes.    

 

Becoming a British citizen is a significant life event. Apart from allowing you to 

apply for a British citizen passport, British citizenship gives you the 

opportunity to participate more fully in the life of your local community.  

 

Your right to registration is a matter of law as set out in the British Nationality 

Act 1981. The Home Secretary may only register you if you satisfy a number 

of statutory requirements. This guide helps you to understand them.  

 

Before applying 
 

Before proceeding with your application, you should be aware that the nationality 

laws of some countries do not allow dual or multiple citizenship and you may 

therefore lose, or have to give up, your existing nationality in order to become a 

British citizen. If you have any questions about this, you should seek advice from 

the country of which you are a citizen before making your application. If the 

country of which you are currently a citizen continues to recognise you as one of 

its citizens, you may continue to be subject to the duties of citizens of that country 

when you are in its territory.  

 

If you are a British Overseas Territories citizen, a British National (Overseas), 

a British Overseas citizen, or a British subject from Ireland (under section 31 

of the British Nationality Act 1981), registration as a British citizen will not 

cause you to lose that status.  

 

However, if you are a British subject from a location other than Ireland, or a British 

protected person, you will automatically lose that status on being registered as a 

British citizen. 

  

Please note, a nationality application does not provide any immigration 

status while it is being considered.  Where relevant, you must ensure you 

have valid permission to stay in the UK until you have had a decision on 

your application and attended your citizenship ceremony. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/becoming-a-british-citizen
https://www.bing.com/search?q=british+nationality+act+1981&qs=HS&pq=brit&sc=8-4&cvid=9ED888A45F88452F8713FA168C7BAE3C&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
https://www.bing.com/search?q=british+nationality+act+1981&qs=HS&pq=brit&sc=8-4&cvid=9ED888A45F88452F8713FA168C7BAE3C&FORM=QBRE&sp=1
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The Windrush Scheme 
   
The Windrush Scheme is for people who arrived in the UK many years ago and do 

not have documentation confirming their immigration status. If you are eligible 

under the Windrush Scheme you should use the form available from GOV.UK, see  

www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumentedcommonwealthcitizensreside

nt-in-the-uk.    

   

There is no charge for applications made under the Windrush Scheme.     

 

OISC and Immigration Advice       
 

You may, if you wish, use the services of an agent such as a solicitor or other 

competent adviser to help you with your application. 

    

In the UK, nationality advice should only be provided by a person who works for an 

organisation registered with, or exempted by, the OISC or who is authorised to 

practise (like solicitors and barristers) by a designated professional body. Certain 

categories (for example public health bodies) are exempted from the regulatory 

scheme by Ministerial Order.  

 

It is a criminal offence to provide advice or services in contravention of the 

regulatory scheme. Further information about the regulatory scheme and a full list 

of OISC regulated advisers is available on its website at www.oisc.gov.uk.    

 

 

Contents 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
http://www.oisc.gov.uk/
http://www.oisc.gov.uk/
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The requirements you have to meet, and the citizenship 

you will acquire if your application is successful   
   

The requirements   
 

The law covering registration is contained in the British Nationality Act 1981. This 

guide is intended to help you to apply, though it is not a complete statement of the 

law or policy.  

 

Section 4L was introduced to create a route to British citizenship where the Home 
Secretary considers you would have been, or would have been able to become, a 
British citizen, but for one or more of three specific reasons which are set out in 
statute and are explained in more detail below. The registration provision was 
introduced under the Nationality and Borders Act 2022, along with other measures 
intended to correct historical unfairness in nationality law.  

 

The legal requirements you should meet before you apply are that you: 

 

• Are aged 18 or over  

• Are of full capacity – this means you are of sound mind  

(For a detailed explanation of how “full capacity” is interpreted for the 

purposes of the Act, and how the requirement to be of full capacity may be 

waived in certain circumstances see the full capacity requirements 

guidance.) 

• In the Home Secretary’s opinion you would, or would have been able to 

become, a British citizen but for—  

o historical legislative unfairness  

o an act or omission of a public authority  

o exceptional circumstances relating to you 

 

In considering whether to grant an application under this section, the Secretary of 

State may take into account whether you are of good character. 

 

A person who is registered under this provision will become a British citizen 

otherwise than by descent. British citizens otherwise than by descent are able to 

pass on British citizenship to any children born outside British territory. 

 

Our caseworker guidance (please see the following link) and the examples 

provided in this guidance set out how we consider applications under this provision 

and both it, and this guidance, give some examples of how they might be 

considered.  

 

This provision is not intended to be an alternative to meeting the requirements for 

naturalisation or registration under another route.  You can be registered if you can 

show that you did not become, or were not able to become, a British citizen as a 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-capacity-requirement-nationality-policy-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/requirements-and-considerations-common-to-all-types-of-british-nationality-nationality-guidance
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direct result of historical legislative unfairness, an act or omission of a public body, 

or exceptional circumstances relating to you. If you do not meet one of those, you 

may wish to consider whether there is another way you can apply to become a  

British citizen. 

 

Historical legislative unfairness 
 

Our guidance Historical background information on nationality contains information 

about past nationality laws.  

 

You may have been subject to “historical legislative unfairness” if you would have 

become, or not ceased to be, a British subject, citizen of the United Kingdom and 

Colonies or British citizen, if the law at the time had: 

 

• treated men and women equally 

• treated children of unmarried couples in the same way as children of  

married couples 

• treated children of couples where the mother was married to someone other 

than the natural father in the same way as children of couples where the 

mother was married to the natural father 

 

If you think you missed out on British citizenship because women could not pass 

on citizenship at the time of your birth, or because your parents were not married, 

you may already be able to apply for citizenship under a specific route. Further 

information can be found on our website.  

 

There may be other examples of historical legislative unfairness. To determine 

whether other cases could fall within this category, we would consider whether the 

legislation concerned treated one group differently to another, particularly on the 

basis of a protected characteristic - age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage 

and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, or  

sexual orientation.   

 

You may feel that you missed out unfairly on British citizenship because of the time 

you were born. For example, the law changed on 1 January 1983, and if you were 

born on or after that date you may not have become a British citizen whereas 

someone born before that date would. However, this was a conscious decision by 

Parliament to limit British citizenship to those with a close and continuing 

connection with the UK. Citizenship was only acquired automatically by those born 

in the UK to a parent who was British or settled at the time of their birth. The law 

was not unfair in that all individuals born in the UK after this date were treated 

equally.  

 

In the same way, you may feel you missed out if you were originally a citizen of the 

United Kingdom and Colonies and lost that status when the country you were born 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/historical-background-information-on-nationality
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-british-parent
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#age
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#disability
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#reassignment
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#marriage
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#marriage
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#pregmat
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#race
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#rob
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#sex
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#lgb
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in became independent.  However, changes on independence applied to all those 

connected to a territory and reflected the intention of Parliament and the 

government of that country.  We do not consider the introduction of the British 

Nationality Act 1981 itself, or the independence of a territory, to constitute historical 

legislative unfairness. You should note that some Commonwealth citizens who are 

members of the Windrush generation are able to apply under the Windrush 

Scheme.   

 

If you think that you missed out on being, or being able to become, a British citizen 

because of historical legislative unfairness, you need to clearly set out in your 

application form: 

 

• the legislation and section you think was unfair 

• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British 

citizen  

 

Act or omission of a public authority 
 

For the purposes of this provision, a “public authority” means a person whose 

functions are of a public nature. 

 

It can include, but is not limited, to: 

 

• a government department  

• local authority 

 

It does not include: 

 

• a court or tribunal 

• either House of Parliament  

• a person exercising functions in connection with proceedings in Parliament 

(for example, MPs and members of the House of Lords) 

 

If you think that you missed out on being, or becoming, a British citizen because  

of an act or omission of a public authority, you need to clearly set out in your  

application form: 

 

• what that act or omission was and which public authority was responsible 

• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British 

citizen had it not been for that act or omission – state the legislation and 

section you would have qualified under 
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Exceptional circumstances 
 

You may be able to be registered under this provision if you did not become, or 

were unable to become, a British citizen because of your specific circumstances – 

if those circumstances were exceptional. You will not normally qualify if you are 

applying under this section just because you do not meet the requirements for 

other routes. You would need to show that there were particular and exceptional 

circumstances that directly prevented you from being, or being able to become, a 

British citizen.  

 

Please refer to the following examples of the sort of exceptional circumstances 

where it might be appropriate to register an individual under this route.  Please 

note, however, that each case will be considered on its own merits.  

 

If you think that you missed out on being, or being able to become, a British citizen 

because of exceptional circumstances relating to you, you need to clearly set out in 

your application form: 

 

• what your exceptional circumstances were 

• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British 

citizen – state the legislation and section you would have qualified under 

 

 

Contents 
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Good Character  
 

This is guidance only, for further information, please see British Nationality Act 

1981 (legislation.gov.uk). More information is also available on Nationality: good 

character requirement (publishing.service.gov.uk)  

 

The British Nationality Act 1981 contains a statutory requirement that those 

seeking to register as British under some sections of the Act must be of good 

character. This means you must observe UK laws and show respect for the rights 

and freedoms of its citizens. If you would have been able to become a British 

citizen by naturalisation under section 6(1) or 6(2), or registration under one of the 

following sections, you will also now need to show that, at the time of this 

application, you meet the good character requirement. To do so, you will 

need to fill in the good character section of form ARD (section 3) when 

completing your application. The sections are: 

  

• 1(3) – registration - if, while you were a minor, your father or mother became 
a British citizen or became settled in the United Kingdom 

• 1(3A) – registration - if, while a minor, your father or mother becomes a 
member of the armed forces  

• 1(4) Registration - if you lived in the UK for the first ten years of your life. 
• 3 (1) discretionary registration of a child under 18 
• 3(2) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by 

descent parent, and that parent had lived in the UK for three years before 
your birth 

• 3(5) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by 
descent parent, and you and both your parents had lived in the UK for three 
years  

• 4(2) – registration based on 5 years residence  
• 4(5) – registration based on 5 years residence and Crown service.   
• 4A – registration as British national when you are already a BOTC (this does 

not include those who are BOTCs solely because of a connection with the 
Sovereign Base Area of Akrotiri and Dhekelia or those who have ceased to 
be a British citizen as a result of renunciation).  

• 4D – registration – children born outside the UK to members of the  
armed forces  

• 5 – registration – BOTCs with a connection to Gibraltar   
• Registration following renunciation of citizenship of the UK and Colonies 

sections 10(1) and 10(2) 
• Registration following renunciation of British citizenship – sections 13(1)  

and 13(3) 
• 4F - registration if you would have been entitled to register under section 1(3), 

section 3(2), section 3(5), paragraph 4 of Schedule 2, or paragraph 5 of 
Schedule 2, but for the fact that your parents weren’t married  

 
Before you complete this section, you are advised to refer to the good 

character policy guidance which caseworkers use to decide your application.  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/61/section/41A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/61/section/41A
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/923656/good-character-guidance-v2.0-gov-uk.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/923656/good-character-guidance-v2.0-gov-uk.pdf
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This is available on the website. 

 

Checks will be carried out to ensure that the information you provide is correct. 

This may include checks with other government departments such as HM 

Revenue and Customs. If you are not honest about the information you provide, 

and you are registered on the basis of incorrect or fraudulent information you will 

be liable to have British citizenship taken away (deprivation) and you may be 

prosecuted. It is a criminal offence to make a false declaration knowing that it is 

untrue.    

 

Criminality     
  

You must give details of all criminal convictions both in the UK and overseas. This 

includes if you went to prison, or you received a non-custodial sentence such as a 

suspended sentence. You should also include any out-of-court disposal such as a 

fine, a caution, a warning or reprimand, a community sentence, a civil order, a 

hospital order or a restriction order.  If you are not sure, you should declare all 

penalties or orders. 

     
Fixed penalty notices for traffic offences such as speeding or parking tickets must 

also be disclosed, although will not normally be taken into account unless you 

have failed to pay and there were criminal proceedings as a result, or you have 

received multiple fixed penalty notices in a short space of time.     

         
Where a fixed penalty notice (or fiscal fine in Scotland) has been referred to a court 

due to non-payment, or the notice has been unsuccessfully challenged by the 

person in court, we will consider it as a conviction and assess it in line with the new 

sentence imposed.     

   

Drink driving offences must also be declared. If you have any endorsements on 

your driving licence you must provide the paper counterpart.     

     
Criminal record checks will be carried out in all cases. If you have been charged 

with a criminal offence and are awaiting trial or sentencing, you are advised not to 

make any application for registration until the outcome is known.     

        
You must give details of all civil judgments which have resulted in a court order 

being made against you as well as any civil penalties under the UK Immigration 

Acts. If you have been declared bankrupt at any time you should give details of the 

bankruptcy proceedings. (Your application is unlikely to succeed if you are an 

undischarged bankrupt).     

     
You do not need to give details of family law proceedings such as divorce decrees, 

dissolved civil partnerships, guardianship orders, parental responsibility orders.     

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/good-character-nationality-policy-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770960/good-character-guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770960/good-character-guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770960/good-character-guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770960/good-character-guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770960/good-character-guidance.pdf
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You must say if your details have been recorded by the police as a result of certain 

sexual offences, or if you are subject to one of the following orders: notification 

order, sexual offences prevention order, foreign travel order, risk of sexual harm 

order (or equivalent order made in a British overseas territory or any other 

country). If your details are recorded on the “sex offenders” register, even if any 

conviction is spent, the Home Secretary is unlikely to be satisfied that you meet the 

good character requirement and so an application for citizenship is unlikely to be 

successful.     

     
You must say if there is any offence for which you may go to court, or which is 

awaiting hearing in court. This includes having been arrested for an offence and 

waiting to hear if you will be formally charged. If you have been arrested and not 

told that charges have been dropped, or that you will not have to appear in court, 

you may wish to confirm the position with the police. For applicants from Scotland 

any recent civil penalties must also be declared. You must tell us if you are 

arrested or charged with an offence after you make your application and while the 

application is under consideration. You risk prosecution under section 46 of the 

British Nationality Act 1981 if you do not do so.     

     

Terrorism and International Crimes 
 

You must say whether you have had any involvement in terrorism or whether you 

have been involved in any crimes in the course of armed conflict, including crimes 

against humanity, war crimes or genocide. If you are in any doubt as to whether 

something should be mentioned, you should mention it.     

     
This guidance is not exhaustive. Before you answer these questions you should 

consider the full definitions of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide 

which can be found in Schedule 8 of the International Criminal Court Act 2001.   

 

Alternatively, copies can be purchased from The Stationery Office, telephone  

0870 600 5522.     

     
It is your responsibility to satisfy yourself that you are familiar with the definitions 

and can answer the questions accurately.     

          

Genocide - Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, 

ethnical, racial or religious group.   

 

Crimes against humanity - Acts committed at any time (not just during armed 

conflict) as part of a widespread or systematic attack, directed against any civilian 

population with knowledge of the attack. This would include offences such as 

murder, torture, rape, severe deprivation of liberty in violation of fundamental rules 

of international law and enforced disappearance of persons.     

http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts2001/20010017.htm
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War Crimes - Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions committed during an 

armed conflict. This includes an internal armed conflict and an international armed 

conflict. The types of acts that may constitute a war crime include wilful killing, 

torture, extensive destruction of property not justified by military necessity, unlawful 

deportation, the intentional targeting of civilians and the taking of hostages.    

  

Terrorist Activities - Any act committed, or the threat of action, designed to 

influence a government or intimidate the public and made for the purpose of 

advancing a political, religious or ideological cause and that involves serious 

violence against a person; that may endanger another person’s life; creates a 

serious risk to the health or safety of the public; involves serious damage to 

property; is designed to seriously disrupt or interfere with an electronic system.      
    

Organisations concerned in terrorism - An organisation is concerned in 

terrorism if it:     

 

• commits or participates in acts of terrorism,     

• prepares for terrorism,     

• promotes or encourages terrorism (including the unlawful glorification of 

terrorism), or     

• is otherwise concerned in terrorism.     

     
Deception    
    
If you have practised deception in your dealings with the Home Office or other   

Government Departments (such as by providing false information or fraudulent 

documents) this will be taken into account in considering whether you meet the 

good character requirement.     

     
Your application will be refused if you have attempted to deceive the Home Office 

within the last 10 years.     

     

What if you haven’t been convicted but your character may be  

in doubt?     
   

You must say if there is any offence for which you may go to court, or which is 

awaiting hearing in court. This includes having been arrested for an offence and 

waiting to hear if you will be formally charged. If you have been arrested and not 

told that charges have been dropped, or that you will not have to appear in court, 

you may wish to confirm the position with the police. You must tell us if you are 

arrested or charged with an offence after you make your application and while the 
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application is under consideration. You risk prosecution under section 46 of the 

British Nationality Act 1981 if you do not do so.     

     
You must say whether you have been involved in anything which might indicate 

that you are not of good character. You must give information about any of these 

activities no matter how long ago this was. Checks will be made in all cases and 

your application may fail and your fee will not be fully refunded if you make an 

untruthful declaration. If you are in any doubt about whether you have done 

something, or it has been alleged that you have done something which might lead 

us to think that you are not of good character you should say so.     

     
 

Contents 
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Case Studies 
 

The following are fictional examples that illustrate how we expect to consider 

applications under this provision. They are high level examples only and do not 

guarantee an application outcome as, when considering a case, UKVI caseworkers 

will look at the full facts available to assess whether the applicant falls within one of 

the 3 limbs of section 4L and consider each case on its own merits. (The case studies 

are based on an application date in 2022.) 
 

Example 1 
 
Sara was born in the UK in 2002. Her parents were in the UK with limited leave at the 
time and so Sara did not become a British citizen automatically. From the age of 11 to 
18 Sara was looked after by the local authority. Sara has learned that her parents 
were granted ILR before she was taken into care. As such, an application could have 
been made to register her under section 1(3) before her 18th birthday. The local 
authority has said that they had not realised that she would have qualified. 
 
As Sara could have become a British citizen but for an act or omission of a public 
authority, it may be appropriate to register her under section 4L. However, she should 
also consider whether she already has an entitlement under section 1(4) and which is 
not dependent on being a minor. 
 

Example 2 
 
Tom came to live in the UK aged 3 in 2005. His mother was here on a work route and 
Tom was given leave to remain in line. When he was 8, his parents split up, and Tom 
was kidnapped by his father and taken overseas.  Despite the efforts of the police 
and FCDO, Tom was not able to return to the UK until after the age of 18. In the 
meantime, his mother was granted ILR in 2012 and then naturalised as a British 
citizen in 2013. 
 
Tom would have been in the UK but for the exceptional circumstances of having been 
kidnapped (as opposed to family decisions to live elsewhere). If he had been in the 
UK, he could have applied for registration under section 3(1). It may therefore be 
appropriate to register under section 4L. However, before applying, he should first 
consider whether he has a route to citizenship through naturalisation. 
 

Example 3 
 
Alfie was born in the USA in 2003. At the time his birth mother was a US citizen and 
her female civil partner a British citizen. From 6 April 2009, a mother’s female partner 
is treated as the parent of the child for nationality purposes, and British women in civil 
partnerships can pass on nationality. Alfie claims his parents intended to apply to 
register him as a British citizen under section 3(1), but one of them had been 
seriously ill and so they did not get round to it before his 18th birthday. He has never 
lived in the UK. 
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Alfie could have applied for registration before his 18th birthday and would have met 
the criteria set out in guidance for when registration under section 3(1) would 
normally be appropriate (see the guidance on registering children of civil partners).  
As the law treated children of civil partners differently than those of married partners 
before 2009, it may be appropriate to register on the basis of historical legislative 
unfairness. 
 

Example 4 
 
Nadiya came to the UK in 2010 with a work visa. It has been established that she was 
a victim of modern slavery, working for a family who took her with them when they 
moved to the UAE in in 2016. Nadiya has been back in the UK since 2019 and has 
been granted ILR exceptionally. Because of her absences, she will not qualify for 
naturalisation until 2024. 
 
Had Nadia not been removed from the UK whilst enslaved, she may have been able 
to apply for naturalisation from 2015, and had she been able to meet all of the 
requirements. Before considering registration under section 4L, she should consider 
whether she could now quality for naturalisation, taking into account the changes 
made by the Nationality and Borders Act 2022 which allow an exercise of discretion 
over the requirement to have been in the UK at the start of the qualifying period in 
special circumstances. If she has a route to naturalisation, registration under section 
4L would not normally be appropriate. 
 

Example 5 
 
Hannah was born in the UK in 1979. She has been issued with British passports 
since the age of 4. When she applied to renew her passport earlier this year, she 
presented her full birth certificate, and it was realised that her parents had been 
employed as diplomatic staff at the Australian High Commission at the time. This 
means that Hannah did not become a CUKC and so has never been a British citizen. 
Both parents left the High Commission employment when Hannah was 10 and the 
family have been living/working in the UK since. 
 
Hannah’s parents might have applied to register her as a British citizen whilst she 
was a child, had she not been issued British passports in error. However, as she was 
resident in the UK for the first 10 years of her life, she will still have an entitlement to 
registration under section 1(4) of the British Nationality Act 1981. She should consider 
that route and not section 4L. 
 

Example 6 
 
Ravi applied to come to the UK on a work visa in 2016 but his application was 
refused as the salary his prospective employer was offering was not sufficient. He 
then applied again in 2018 and was granted. He entered the UK in September 2018.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-nationality-policy-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-nationality-policy-guidance
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He claims that if his earlier application had been granted, he would now be able to 
apply for naturalisation. 
 
Ravi does not meet one of the three limbs for section 4L: he was not prevented from 
becoming a British citizen by historical legislative unfairness, or an act or omission of 
a public authority, and his particular circumstances are not exceptional. 
 

Example 7 
 
Aisha was born on 2 January 1983 in the UK. Her parents were not settled in the UK 
at the time, and so she is not a British citizen. She claims that had she been born on 
her due date of 28 December 1982 she would have been a British citizen 
automatically, as a person born in the UK before 1 January 1983 became a British 
citizen irrespective of their parents’ status (unless a diplomat or enemy alien). 
 
Aisha does not meet any of the three limbs for section 4L. The change in legislation 
was not historical legislative unfairness: it applied to all those born after the British 
Nationality Act 1981 came into force. Her particular circumstances are not 
exceptional as many people were born on or after 1 January 1983. There are 
registration routes for those born in the UK after that date: Aisha may be able to apply 
under section 1(4).  
 

Example 8 
 
Charles would have met the requirements for naturalisation in 2015 – he had been in 
the UK for over 5 years and had indefinite leave to remain for more than 12 months 
and had met the knowledge of language and life in the UK requirement for ILR.  
However, he lost his job and could not afford to apply. He found another job with an 
international company and has been posted to France for the last 5 years. He 
therefore does not meet the requirements for naturalisation. He claims that, but for 
the fact that he had lost his job and had to work overseas, he would have been able 
to naturalise in 2015. 
 
Charles does not meet any of the three limbs for section 4L: his working overseas 
would not be recognised as exceptional circumstances for section 4L. 

 

Example 9 
 
Duncan would have been able to meet the requirements for naturalisation in 2020 – 
he had been living in the UK for over 5 years and had indefinite leave to remain for 
more than 12 months and had met the knowledge of language and life in the UK 
requirement for ILR. However, he had gone to visit family in Australia and was 
stranded there during the pandemic. Having returned to the UK, he wants to apply 
under section 4L on the basis that he could have become a British citizen but for 
exceptional circumstances. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-nationality-policy-guidance
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Duncan can still make an application for naturalisation. Excess absences as a result 
of the pandemic will be taken into consideration – see the naturalisation 
guidance. As such, his absence overseas is unlikely to be recognised as exceptional 
circumstances for registration under section 4L. 

 

Example 10 
 
Rachel’s grandmother was born in the UK in 1945. Her mother was born in the USA 
in 1965 and registered as a British citizen under section 4C in 2015, on the basis 
that she had a UK born mother. Rachel was born in Canada in 1996. Rachel claims 
that, had the law been different, her mother would have become a British citizen 
automatically and could have come to the UK when Rachel was a child, allowing 
Rachel to register as a British citizen under section 3(5) of the British Nationality Act 
1981. 

 
Although historical legislative unfairness meant that Rachel’s mother did not become 
a British citizen automatically, it did not directly prevent Rachel from becoming one.  
Citizenship could not normally be passed on for more than one generation born 
abroad, and Rachel would not have been able to become a citizen had women 
previously been able to pass on citizenship. Whilst she maintains that her mother 
might have come to the UK had she been a citizen, that relies on hypothetical 
assumptions.  She may be able to apply for a UK Ancestry visa to come to the UK. 

 

Example 11 
 
Clive was born in Guyana in 1955.  Both his parents and all his grandparents were 
born in Guyana.  Clive’s family moved to the UK in 1965, where they lived for five 
years. In 1966 Guyana became an independent Commonwealth country, and Clive 
became a citizen of Guyana.  As neither Clive nor his father or grandfather was 
born, naturalised or registered as a citizen in a country that remained part of the UK 
and Colonies at that time, or a protectorate or protected state, Clive lost his 
citizenship of the UK and Colonies (CUKC). 
 
The fact that Clive ceased to be a CUKC was as a result of the independence 
arrangements of Guyana.  It was not historical legislative unfairness: it applied to all 
those connected to that territory irrespective of any protected characteristics and 
was in line with independence arrangements of other countries.  The fact that Clive’s 
family did not apply to register him as a citizen would not normally be considered 
exceptional circumstances. 
 

Example 12 
 
Sam’s foster mother applied to adopt him when he was aged 16, after he had lived 
with the family since he was aged 10. The adoption proceedings were not 
completed until after Sam’s 18th birthday.  If the adoption had been finalised before 
he was 18, Sam would have become a British citizen automatically under s.1(5).  As 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/naturalisation-as-a-british-citizen-by-discretion-nationality-policy-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/naturalisation-as-a-british-citizen-by-discretion-nationality-policy-guidance
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he was over 18, he did not become a British citizen.  Sam may therefore be able to 
be registered on the basis of his exceptional circumstances.  
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Biometric Enrolment   
  

As part of your application, all applicants are required to enrol their biometric 

details for the purpose of identity verification.   

   

Where you give your biometric information depends on how you’re making your 

citizenship application. You’ll be told where to go after you’ve applied.   

   

Your application may be rejected as invalid if you do not enrol your biometrics 

when requested. For more information about enrolling biometrics, please visit the 

following section of our website:  

http://www.gov.uk/biometricresidence-permits.  

    

 

Contents  

http://www.gov.uk/biometric-residence-permits
http://www.gov.uk/biometric-residence-permits


Page 21 of 25 
 

Understanding the process 
 

Please ensure you have the correct documents before you apply. If you do not 

submit your application with supporting documents and pay the correct fee (if 

applicable – see below), then the application will be returned to you unprocessed. 

You should indicate in the space provided what documents you have supplied  

and why.   

 

Dual nationality  

 

Dual nationality (sometimes called dual citizenship) is when someone holds British 

nationality and the nationality of at least one other country at the same time. 

The UK recognises dual nationality and allows British nationals who have dual 

nationality, to hold a British passport. 

 

Before applying, you should be aware that not all countries allow dual citizenship 

and you may therefore lose, or have to give up, your existing nationality in order to 

become a British citizen. If you have any questions about this, you should seek 

advice from the country of which you are already a citizen before making your 

application. 

     

Documents   
    
Please send the following documents:   

   

• Your passport   

• Information to show how you would have been, or would have been able to 

become, a British citizen.  This might include:   

o Your full birth certificate (one which includes the name of  

your parent(s)) 

o your mother or father’s birth certificate and evidence of their status at 

the time of your birth   

• Information relating to an act or omission of a public authority, if you are 

applying on that basis 

• Evidence of your exceptional circumstances, if you are applying on that 

basis 

 

Please provide any translations if these are applicable.   

 

Fees 
 

Fees are payable in accordance with The Immigration and Nationality (Fees) 
Regulations 2018. There is no application fee to apply for British citizenship if you 
would have acquired that status automatically (but for historical legislative 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visa-regulations-revised-table/home-office-immigration-and-nationality-fees-6-april-2022
https://www.gov.uk/dual-citizenship
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/330
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/330
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unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority, or exceptional circumstances), 
but you will need to pay the ceremony fee of £80 if you are over the age of 
18.  You need to send this with your application, using the payment slip.   

 

If, however, you would have qualified for registration or naturalisation but for 
legislative unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority or exceptional 
circumstances, you will still need to pay an application fee to register under this 
route, as well as a ceremony fee.  Fees are listed on our fees page.  
 

Biometric Enrolment 
 

All applicants applying for British citizenship will need to enrol their biometric 

details to verify their identity as part of the application process. You will usually 

need to complete this step of the application process within 45 days of 

submitting your application and failure to do so would invalidate your application. 

 

You will be provided with instructions explaining where and how you need to enrol 

your biometric information after you have submitted your application. We may be 

able to re-use biometrics previously provided with earlier immigration applications.  

 

Application Processing Times 
 

We aim to conclude citizenship naturalisation applications within 6 months from 

the date on which we receive your application. Please do not contact us within 

this timeframe to request an update on your application – we will get in touch if 

we need any more information to help us make a decision. 

 

Travel after submitting an application 
 

After submitting your registration application, you are free to travel whilst you 

are waiting for a decision using your valid travel documents. If you are resident 

in the UK, this will be your valid passport and evidence of your valid indefinite 

leave to remain in the UK, or other valid immigration status. You do not need 

to tell us about your travel plans.  

 

Please be aware, however, that you will usually be required to enrol your 

biometric information within 45 days of submitting your application. If you are 

in the UK, this may involve attending an appointment at a UK Visa and 

Citizenship Application Service (UKVCAS) Centre (operated by Sopra Steria) 

in person and failure to do so would invalidate an application.  

 

You will receive instructions on how to provide your biometric details once you 

have submitted your application. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ffees-for-citizenship-applications&data=05%7C01%7CTimothy.Charge%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C824c5da7036e4f0f8ff908da54fcfaa3%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C637915743236977358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y4rspBW6jEv9NUR1cjYZl5h%2FzBK2FoFTkGAYtd84UYI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ffees-for-citizenship-applications&data=05%7C01%7CTimothy.Charge%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C824c5da7036e4f0f8ff908da54fcfaa3%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C637915743236977358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y4rspBW6jEv9NUR1cjYZl5h%2FzBK2FoFTkGAYtd84UYI%3D&reserved=0
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In addition, please note that should we grant an application, there is a 90-day 

period where you will need to arrange attendance at a citizenship ceremony.   

 

But, outside of these timeframes, there is nothing in the citizenship process 

that would prevent you from travelling while your application is being 

considered.   

 

If you live in the UK, please bear in mind that a registration application does 

not provide you with immigration permission and you will need to demonstrate 

your entitlement to re-enter the UK at the UK border.  

 

You should ensure that we are able to contact you quickly if we have any 

queries about your application.  

 

Citizenship Ceremonies  
 

Arranging a citizenship ceremony 

 

If your application is successful, you will be invited to attend a citizenship 

ceremony if you are over 18. If you are in the UK, you will receive an invitation 

from the Home Office, and this will confirm the local authority you should contact to 

arrange your ceremony.  

 

Your ceremony invitation may be sent to you via email if you have applied online 

and we recommend checking your email’s spam or junk folder for any 

correspondence about your application.  

 

You must make immediate contact with the local authority once you have been 

informed that your application is successful, as we normally expect you to arrange 

to attend a ceremony within 3 months of receiving your invitation otherwise it will 

expire, and you will have to re- apply for registration and pay a further processing 

fee. The date by which you must attend your ceremony will be given in your Home 

Office citizenship ceremony invitation.  

 

If you are outside the UK, arrangements will be made for you to make the 

oath/affirmation and pledge at the British Embassy, High Commission, Consulate, 

Governor’s Office, or Lieutenant Governor’s Office. 

 

At the ceremony 

   

If you are over the age of 18, you will be asked to affirm or swear an Oath of 

Allegiance to the Monarch and to pledge your loyalty to the UK. This is a legal 

requirement for adults and is the point at which you will become a British citizen.  
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Following this you will be presented with your certificate of registration as a British 

citizen.   

     
If you have special needs or concerns about saying the Oath (or Affirmation) and 

Pledge in English, you should bring these to the attention of the local authority or, if 

outside the UK, the British Embassy, High Commission, Consulate, Governor’s 

Office, or Lieutenant Governor’s Office, once you have received your invitation.  

  

If you are resident in the UK, you must ensure you have sufficient immigration 

permission to remain in the UK until you have attended your ceremony and made 

the Oath and Pledge. A citizenship application does not, in itself, give permission 

to stay in the UK.  

     

Next steps 
 

What to do if there is an error on your citizenship certificate  

 

If you notice a mistake on your citizenship certificate, you will need to download 

and complete an application for a correction of a registration or naturalisation 

certificate. You will then need to send the form and your original certificate to the 

following address: 

 

Department 201 

UKVI 

The Capital 

New Hall Place 

Liverpool 

L3 9PP 

 

You may need to pay to change the details on your certificate, depending on if the 

mistake is your fault (for example, if you provided incorrect details when you 

applied). UKVI will send you a letter telling you if you need to pay. 

 

Returning your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) 

 

If you hold a Home Office issued immigration document, such as a BRP (or BRC), 

you should return it the Home Office within 5 working days of getting your 

certificate of British citizenship.  

 

Please cut your BRP/BRC into 4 pieces and put it in a windowless envelope.  

 

Please enclose a note saying you are returning your permit because you have 

become a British citizen. Include your name, date of birth and the document 

number (found on the front of the card) in the note. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/correct-a-registration-or-naturalisation-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/correct-a-registration-or-naturalisation-certificate
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Naturalisation BRP Returns 

PO Box 195 

Bristol 

BS20 1BT 

 

Please note that you may be fined up to £1,000 if you do not return your permit 

within 5 working days. 

 

Travelling to and from the UK after registering   
 

Once you have completed the registration process, you will no longer be able to 

enter the UK using your BRP (if applicable) or by presenting your citizenship 

certificate at the UK border.  

 

For travel purposes, you can apply for a British passport or for a certificate of 

entitlement to the right of abode that can be placed in a valid foreign passport. 

 

Citizenship-related queries 
 

If, having read the information set out in this guidance, you have questions about 

applying for British citizenship, you can email the Citizenship and Nationality 

Enquiries team at nationalityenquiries@homeoffice.gov.uk. 

 

You should also contact them to let them know if you have made an application 

and your circumstances change (for example, you move house, get married or are 

arrested). 

 

If you’ve not had a response, we recommend checking your email’s spam or junk 

folder before contacting UKVI again. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch via telephone on 0300 790 6268. You will need 

to select option 2, then option 2 again. You can get in touch Monday to Thursday 

from 9am to 4:45pm, or Friday, 9am to 4:30pm. Information about call charges can 

be found here. 

 

 

Contents 
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	About this guidance  
	 
	This guidance aims to help you decide if you would be able to make a successful application for British citizenship, through registration under section 4L of the  British Nationality Act 1981. For your application to succeed you will need to show that you satisfy the requirements of that section, which are set out in British nationality law. It is not a complete statement of the law or policy but should answer routine questions you may have on the requirements and our processes.  
	This guidance aims to help you decide if you would be able to make a successful application for British citizenship, through registration under section 4L of the  British Nationality Act 1981. For your application to succeed you will need to show that you satisfy the requirements of that section, which are set out in British nationality law. It is not a complete statement of the law or policy but should answer routine questions you may have on the requirements and our processes.  
	 
	 

	 

	 
	Becoming a British citizen is a significant life event. Apart from allowing you to apply for a British citizen passport, British citizenship gives you the opportunity to participate more fully in the life of your local community.  
	 
	Your right to registration is a matter of law as set out in the 
	Your right to registration is a matter of law as set out in the 
	British Nationality Act 1981
	British Nationality Act 1981

	. The Home Secretary may only register you if you satisfy a number of statutory requirements. This guide helps you to understand them.  

	 
	Before applying 
	 
	Before proceeding with your application, you should be aware that the nationality laws of some countries do not allow dual or multiple citizenship and you may therefore lose, or have to give up, your existing nationality in order to become a British citizen. If you have any questions about this, you should seek advice from the country of which you are a citizen before making your application. If the country of which you are currently a citizen continues to recognise you as one of its citizens, you may conti
	 
	If you are a British Overseas Territories citizen, a British National (Overseas), a British Overseas citizen, or a British subject from Ireland (under section 31 of the British Nationality Act 1981), registration as a British citizen will not cause you to lose that status.  
	 
	However, if you are a British subject from a location other than Ireland, or a British protected person, you will automatically lose that status on being registered as a British citizen. 
	  
	Please note, a nationality application does not provide any immigration status while it is being considered.  Where relevant, you must ensure you have valid permission to stay in the UK until you have had a decision on your application and attended your citizenship ceremony. 
	 
	 
	The Windrush Scheme 
	   
	The Windrush Scheme is for people who arrived in the UK many years ago and do not have documentation confirming their immigration status. If you are eligible under the Windrush Scheme you should use the form available from GOV.UK, see  
	The Windrush Scheme is for people who arrived in the UK many years ago and do not have documentation confirming their immigration status. If you are eligible under the Windrush Scheme you should use the form available from GOV.UK, see  
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocu
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocu
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	There
	There
	There

	 is no charge for applications made under the Windrush Scheme.     

	 
	OISC and Immigration Advice       
	 
	You may, if you wish, use the services of an agent such as a solicitor or other competent adviser to help you with your application. 
	    
	In the UK, nationality advice should only be provided by a person who works for an organisation registered with, or exempted by, the OISC or who is authorised to practise (like solicitors and barristers) by a designated professional body. Certain categories (for example public health bodies) are exempted from the regulatory scheme by Ministerial Order.  
	 
	It is a criminal offence to provide advice or services in contravention of the regulatory scheme. Further information about the regulatory scheme and a full list of OISC regulated advisers is available on its website at 
	It is a criminal offence to provide advice or services in contravention of the regulatory scheme. Further information about the regulatory scheme and a full list of OISC regulated advisers is available on its website at 
	www.oisc.gov.uk
	www.oisc.gov.uk
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	The requirements you have to meet, and the citizenship you will acquire if your application is successful   
	   
	The requirements   
	 
	The law covering registration is contained in the British Nationality Act 1981. This guide is intended to help you to apply, though it is not a complete statement of the law or policy.  
	 
	Section 4L was introduced to create a route to British citizenship where the Home Secretary considers you would have been, or would have been able to become, a British citizen, but for one or more of three specific reasons which are set out in statute and are explained in more detail below. The registration provision was introduced under the Nationality and Borders Act 2022, along with other measures intended to correct historical unfairness in nationality law.  
	 
	The legal requirements you should meet before you apply are that you: 
	 
	• Are aged 18 or over  
	• Are aged 18 or over  
	• Are aged 18 or over  

	• Are of full capacity – this means you are of sound mind  
	• Are of full capacity – this means you are of sound mind  


	(For a detailed explanation of how “full capacity” is interpreted for the purposes of the Act, and how the requirement to be of full capacity may be waived in certain circumstances see the 
	(For a detailed explanation of how “full capacity” is interpreted for the purposes of the Act, and how the requirement to be of full capacity may be waived in certain circumstances see the 
	full capacity requirements
	full capacity requirements

	 guidance.) 

	• In the Home Secretary’s opinion you would, or would have been able to become, a British citizen but for—  
	• In the Home Secretary’s opinion you would, or would have been able to become, a British citizen but for—  
	• In the Home Secretary’s opinion you would, or would have been able to become, a British citizen but for—  
	• In the Home Secretary’s opinion you would, or would have been able to become, a British citizen but for—  
	o historical legislative unfairness  
	o historical legislative unfairness  
	o historical legislative unfairness  

	o an act or omission of a public authority  
	o an act or omission of a public authority  

	o exceptional circumstances relating to you 
	o exceptional circumstances relating to you 





	 
	In considering whether to grant an application under this section, the Secretary of State may take into account whether you are of good character. 
	 
	A person who is registered under this provision will become a British citizen otherwise than by descent. British citizens otherwise than by descent are able to pass on British citizenship to any children born outside British territory. 
	 
	Our caseworker guidance (please see the following 
	Our caseworker guidance (please see the following 
	link
	link

	) and the 
	examples
	examples

	 provided in this guidance set out how we consider applications under this provision and both it, and this guidance, give some examples of how they might be considered.  

	 
	This provision is not intended to be an alternative to meeting the requirements for naturalisation or registration under another route.  You can be registered if you can show that you did not become, or were not able to become, a British citizen as a 
	direct result of historical legislative unfairness, an act or omission of a public body, or exceptional circumstances relating to you. If you do not meet one of those, you may wish to consider whether there is another way you can apply to become a  British citizen. 
	 
	Historical legislative unfairness 
	 
	Our guidance 
	Our guidance 
	Historical background information on nationality
	Historical background information on nationality

	 contains information about past nationality laws.  

	 
	You may have been subject to “historical legislative unfairness” if you would have become, or not ceased to be, a British subject, citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies or British citizen, if the law at the time had: 
	 
	• treated men and women equally 
	• treated men and women equally 
	• treated men and women equally 

	• treated children of unmarried couples in the same way as children of  married couples 
	• treated children of unmarried couples in the same way as children of  married couples 

	• treated children of couples where the mother was married to someone other than the natural father in the same way as children of couples where the mother was married to the natural father 
	• treated children of couples where the mother was married to someone other than the natural father in the same way as children of couples where the mother was married to the natural father 


	 
	If you think you missed out on British citizenship because women could not pass on citizenship at the time of your birth, or because your parents were not married, you may already be able to apply for citizenship under a specific route. Further information can be found on our 
	If you think you missed out on British citizenship because women could not pass on citizenship at the time of your birth, or because your parents were not married, you may already be able to apply for citizenship under a specific route. Further information can be found on our 
	website
	website

	.  

	 
	There may be other examples of historical legislative unfairness. To determine whether other cases could fall within this category, we would consider whether the legislation concerned treated one group differently to another, particularly on the basis of a protected characteristic - a
	There may be other examples of historical legislative unfairness. To determine whether other cases could fall within this category, we would consider whether the legislation concerned treated one group differently to another, particularly on the basis of a protected characteristic - a
	ge,
	ge,

	 
	disability,
	disability,

	 
	gender reassignment,
	gender reassignment,

	 
	marriage and civil partnership,
	marriage and civil partnership,

	 
	pregnancy and maternity,
	pregnancy and maternity,

	 
	race,
	race,

	 
	religion or belief,
	religion or belief,

	 
	sex,
	sex,

	 or  
	sexual orientation
	sexual orientation

	.   

	 
	You may feel that you missed out unfairly on British citizenship because of the time you were born. For example, the law changed on 1 January 1983, and if you were born on or after that date you may not have become a British citizen whereas someone born before that date would. However, this was a conscious decision by Parliament to limit British citizenship to those with a close and continuing connection with the UK. Citizenship was only acquired automatically by those born in the UK to a parent who was Bri
	 
	In the same way, you may feel you missed out if you were originally a citizen of the United Kingdom and Colonies and lost that status when the country you were born 
	in became independent.  However, changes on independence applied to all those connected to a territory and reflected the intention of Parliament and the government of that country.  We do not consider the introduction of the British Nationality Act 1981 itself, or the independence of a territory, to constitute historical legislative unfairness. You should note that some Commonwealth citizens who are members of the Windrush generation are able to apply under the 
	in became independent.  However, changes on independence applied to all those connected to a territory and reflected the intention of Parliament and the government of that country.  We do not consider the introduction of the British Nationality Act 1981 itself, or the independence of a territory, to constitute historical legislative unfairness. You should note that some Commonwealth citizens who are members of the Windrush generation are able to apply under the 
	Windrush Scheme
	Windrush Scheme

	.   

	 
	If you think that you missed out on being, or being able to become, a British citizen because of historical legislative unfairness, you need to clearly set out in your application form: 
	 
	• the legislation and section you think was unfair 
	• the legislation and section you think was unfair 
	• the legislation and section you think was unfair 

	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen  
	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen  


	 
	Act or omission of a public authority 
	 
	For the purposes of this provision, a “public authority” means a person whose functions are of a public nature. 
	 
	It can include, but is not limited, to: 
	 
	• a government department  
	• a government department  
	• a government department  

	• local authority 
	• local authority 


	 
	It does not include: 
	 
	• a court or tribunal 
	• a court or tribunal 
	• a court or tribunal 

	• either House of Parliament  
	• either House of Parliament  

	• a person exercising functions in connection with proceedings in Parliament (for example, MPs and members of the House of Lords) 
	• a person exercising functions in connection with proceedings in Parliament (for example, MPs and members of the House of Lords) 


	 
	If you think that you missed out on being, or becoming, a British citizen because  of an act or omission of a public authority, you need to clearly set out in your  application form: 
	 
	• what that act or omission was and which public authority was responsible 
	• what that act or omission was and which public authority was responsible 
	• what that act or omission was and which public authority was responsible 

	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen had it not been for that act or omission – state the legislation and section you would have qualified under 
	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen had it not been for that act or omission – state the legislation and section you would have qualified under 


	 
	 
	 
	Exceptional circumstances 
	 
	You may be able to be registered under this provision if you did not become, or were unable to become, a British citizen because of your specific circumstances – if those circumstances were exceptional. You will not normally qualify if you are applying under this section just because you do not meet the requirements for other routes. You would need to show that there were particular and exceptional circumstances that directly prevented you from being, or being able to become, a British citizen.  
	 
	Please refer to the following 
	Please refer to the following 
	examples
	examples

	 of the sort of exceptional circumstances where it might be appropriate to register an individual under this route.  Please note, however, that each case will be considered on its own merits.  

	 
	If you think that you missed out on being, or being able to become, a British citizen because of exceptional circumstances relating to you, you need to clearly set out in your application form: 
	 
	• what your exceptional circumstances were 
	• what your exceptional circumstances were 
	• what your exceptional circumstances were 

	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen – state the legislation and section you would have qualified under 
	• how you would otherwise have been, or been able to become, a British citizen – state the legislation and section you would have qualified under 
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	Good Character  
	 
	This is guidance only, for further information, please see 
	This is guidance only, for further information, please see 
	British Nationality Act 1981 (legislation.gov.uk)
	British Nationality Act 1981 (legislation.gov.uk)

	. More information is also available on 
	Nationality: good character requirement (publishing.service.gov.uk)
	Nationality: good character requirement (publishing.service.gov.uk)

	  

	 
	The British Nationality Act 1981 contains a statutory requirement that those seeking to register as British under some sections of the Act must be of good character. This means you must observe UK laws and show respect for the rights and freedoms of its citizens. If you would have been able to become a British citizen by naturalisation under section 6(1) or 6(2), or registration under one of the following sections, you will also now need to show that, at the time of this application, you meet the good chara
	  
	• 1(3) – registration - if, while you were a minor, your father or mother became a British citizen or became settled in the United Kingdom 
	• 1(3) – registration - if, while you were a minor, your father or mother became a British citizen or became settled in the United Kingdom 
	• 1(3) – registration - if, while you were a minor, your father or mother became a British citizen or became settled in the United Kingdom 

	• 1(3A) – registration - if, while a minor, your father or mother becomes a member of the armed forces  
	• 1(3A) – registration - if, while a minor, your father or mother becomes a member of the armed forces  

	• 1(4) Registration - if you lived in the UK for the first ten years of your life. 
	• 1(4) Registration - if you lived in the UK for the first ten years of your life. 

	• 3 (1) discretionary registration of a child under 18 
	• 3 (1) discretionary registration of a child under 18 

	• 3(2) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by descent parent, and that parent had lived in the UK for three years before your birth 
	• 3(2) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by descent parent, and that parent had lived in the UK for three years before your birth 

	• 3(5) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by descent parent, and you and both your parents had lived in the UK for three years  
	• 3(5) Registration – if you were born outside the UK to a British citizen by descent parent, and you and both your parents had lived in the UK for three years  

	• 4(2) – registration based on 5 years residence  
	• 4(2) – registration based on 5 years residence  

	• 4(5) – registration based on 5 years residence and Crown service.   
	• 4(5) – registration based on 5 years residence and Crown service.   

	• 4A – registration as British national when you are already a BOTC (this does not include those who are BOTCs solely because of a connection with the Sovereign Base Area of Akrotiri and Dhekelia or those who have ceased to be a British citizen as a result of renunciation).  
	• 4A – registration as British national when you are already a BOTC (this does not include those who are BOTCs solely because of a connection with the Sovereign Base Area of Akrotiri and Dhekelia or those who have ceased to be a British citizen as a result of renunciation).  

	• 4D – registration – children born outside the UK to members of the  armed forces  
	• 4D – registration – children born outside the UK to members of the  armed forces  

	LI
	LBody
	Span
	• 5 – registration – BOTCs with a connection to Gibraltar   
	• Registration following renunciation of citizenship of the UK and Colonies sections 10(1) and 10(2) 
	• Registration following renunciation of citizenship of the UK and Colonies sections 10(1) and 10(2) 
	• Registration following renunciation of citizenship of the UK and Colonies sections 10(1) and 10(2) 

	• Registration following renunciation of British citizenship – sections 13(1)  and 13(3) 
	• Registration following renunciation of British citizenship – sections 13(1)  and 13(3) 

	• 4F - registration if you would have been entitled to register under section 1(3), section 3(2), section 3(5), paragraph 4 of Schedule 2, or paragraph 5 of Schedule 2, but for the fact that your parents weren’t married  
	• 4F - registration if you would have been entitled to register under section 1(3), section 3(2), section 3(5), paragraph 4 of Schedule 2, or paragraph 5 of Schedule 2, but for the fact that your parents weren’t married  





	 
	Before you complete this section, you are advised to refer to the good character policy guidance which caseworkers use to decide your application.  
	 
	This is available on the 
	This is available on the 
	web
	web
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	Checks will be carried out to ensure that the information you provide is correct. This may include checks with other government departments such as HM Revenue and Customs. If you are not honest about the information you provide, and you are registered on the basis of incorrect or fraudulent information you will be liable to have British citizenship taken away (deprivation) and you may be prosecuted. It is a criminal offence to make a false declaration knowing that it is untrue.    
	 
	Criminality     
	  
	You must give details of all criminal convictions both in the UK and overseas. This includes if you went to prison, or you received a non-custodial sentence such as a suspended sentence. You should also include any out-of-court disposal such as a fine, a caution, a warning or reprimand, a community sentence, a civil order, a hospital order or a restriction order.  If you are not sure, you should declare all penalties or orders. 
	     
	Fixed penalty notices for traffic offences such as speeding or parking tickets must also be disclosed, although will not normally be taken into account unless you have failed to pay and there were criminal proceedings as a result, or you have received multiple fixed penalty notices in a short space of time.     
	         
	Where a fixed penalty notice (or fiscal fine in Scotland) has been referred to a court due to non-payment, or the notice has been unsuccessfully challenged by the person in court, we will consider it as a conviction and assess it in line with the new sentence imposed.     
	   
	Drink driving offences must also be declared. If you have any endorsements on your driving licence you must provide the paper counterpart.     
	     
	Criminal record checks will be carried out in all cases. If you have been charged with a criminal offence and are awaiting trial or sentencing, you are advised not to make any application for registration until the outcome is known.     
	        
	You must give details of all civil judgments which have resulted in a court order being made against you as well as any civil penalties under the UK Immigration Acts. If you have been declared bankrupt at any time you should give details of the bankruptcy proceedings. (Your application is unlikely to succeed if you are an undischarged bankrupt).     
	     
	You do not need to give details of family law proceedings such as divorce decrees, dissolved civil partnerships, guardianship orders, parental responsibility orders.     
	     
	You must say if your details have been recorded by the police as a result of certain sexual offences, or if you are subject to one of the following orders: notification order, sexual offences prevention order, foreign travel order, risk of sexual harm order (or equivalent order made in a British overseas territory or any other country). If your details are recorded on the “sex offenders” register, even if any conviction is spent, the Home Secretary is unlikely to be satisfied that you meet the good characte
	     
	You must say if there is any offence for which you may go to court, or which is awaiting hearing in court. This includes having been arrested for an offence and waiting to hear if you will be formally charged. If you have been arrested and not told that charges have been dropped, or that you will not have to appear in court, you may wish to confirm the position with the police. For applicants from Scotland any recent civil penalties must also be declared. You must tell us if you are arrested or charged with
	     
	Terrorism and International Crimes 
	 
	You must say whether you have had any involvement in terrorism or whether you have been involved in any crimes in the course of armed conflict, including crimes against humanity, war crimes or genocide. If you are in any doubt as to whether something should be mentioned, you should mention it.     
	     
	This guidance is not exhaustive. Before you answer these questions you should consider the full definitions of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide which can be found in Schedule 8 of the 
	This guidance is not exhaustive. Before you answer these questions you should consider the full definitions of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide which can be found in Schedule 8 of the 
	International Criminal Court Act 
	International Criminal Court Act 
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	Alternatively, copies can be purchased from The Stationery Office, telephone  0870 600 5522.     
	     
	It is your responsibility to satisfy yourself that you are familiar with the definitions and can answer the questions accurately.     
	          
	Genocide - Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group.   
	 
	Crimes against humanity - Acts committed at any time (not just during armed conflict) as part of a widespread or systematic attack, directed against any civilian population with knowledge of the attack. This would include offences such as murder, torture, rape, severe deprivation of liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law and enforced disappearance of persons.     
	     
	War Crimes - Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions committed during an armed conflict. This includes an internal armed conflict and an international armed conflict. The types of acts that may constitute a war crime include wilful killing, torture, extensive destruction of property not justified by military necessity, unlawful deportation, the intentional targeting of civilians and the taking of hostages.    
	  
	Terrorist Activities - Any act committed, or the threat of action, designed to influence a government or intimidate the public and made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause and that involves serious violence against a person; that may endanger another person’s life; creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public; involves serious damage to property; is designed to seriously disrupt or interfere with an electronic system.      
	    
	Organisations concerned in terrorism - An organisation is concerned in terrorism if it:     
	 
	• commits or participates in acts of terrorism,     
	• commits or participates in acts of terrorism,     
	• commits or participates in acts of terrorism,     

	• prepares for terrorism,     
	• prepares for terrorism,     

	• promotes or encourages terrorism (including the unlawful glorification of terrorism), or     
	• promotes or encourages terrorism (including the unlawful glorification of terrorism), or     

	• is otherwise concerned in terrorism.     
	• is otherwise concerned in terrorism.     


	     
	Deception    
	    
	If you have practised deception in your dealings with the Home Office or other   Government Departments (such as by providing false information or fraudulent documents) this will be taken into account in considering whether you meet the good character requirement.     
	     
	Your application will be refused if you have attempted to deceive the Home Office within the last 10 years.     
	     
	What if you haven’t been convicted but your character may be  in doubt?     
	   
	You must say if there is any offence for which you may go to court, or which is awaiting hearing in court. This includes having been arrested for an offence and waiting to hear if you will be formally charged. If you have been arrested and not told that charges have been dropped, or that you will not have to appear in court, you may wish to confirm the position with the police. You must tell us if you are arrested or charged with an offence after you make your application and while the 
	application is under consideration. You risk prosecution under section 46 of the British Nationality Act 1981 if you do not do so.     
	     
	You must say whether you have been involved in anything which might indicate that you are not of good character. You must give information about any of these activities no matter how long ago this was. Checks will be made in all cases and your application may fail and your fee will not be fully refunded if you make an untruthful declaration. If you are in any doubt about whether you have done something, or it has been alleged that you have done something which might lead us to think that you are not of good
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	Case Studies 
	 
	The following are fictional examples that illustrate how we expect to consider applications under this provision. They are high level examples only and do not guarantee an application outcome as, when considering a case, UKVI caseworkers will look at the full facts available to assess whether the applicant falls within one of the 3 limbs of section 4L and consider each case on its own merits. (The case studies are based on an application date in 2022.) 
	 
	Example 1 
	 
	Sara was born in the UK in 2002. Her parents were in the UK with limited leave at the time and so Sara did not become a British citizen automatically. From the age of 11 to 18 Sara was looked after by the local authority. Sara has learned that her parents were granted ILR before she was taken into care. As such, an application could have been made to register her under section 1(3) before her 18th birthday. The local authority has said that they had not realised that she would have qualified. 
	 
	As Sara could have become a British citizen but for an act or omission of a public authority, it may be appropriate to register her under section 4L. However, she should also consider whether she already has an entitlement under section 1(4) and which is not dependent on being a minor. 
	 
	Example 2 
	 
	Tom came to live in the UK aged 3 in 2005. His mother was here on a work route and Tom was given leave to remain in line. When he was 8, his parents split up, and Tom was kidnapped by his father and taken overseas.  Despite the efforts of the police and FCDO, Tom was not able to return to the UK until after the age of 18. In the meantime, his mother was granted ILR in 2012 and then naturalised as a British citizen in 2013. 
	 
	Tom would have been in the UK but for the exceptional circumstances of having been kidnapped (as opposed to family decisions to live elsewhere). If he had been in the UK, he could have applied for registration under section 3(1). It may therefore be appropriate to register under section 4L. However, before applying, he should first consider whether he has a route to citizenship through naturalisation. 
	 
	Example 3 
	 
	Alfie was born in the USA in 2003. At the time his birth mother was a US citizen and her female civil partner a British citizen. From 6 April 2009, a mother’s female partner is treated as the parent of the child for nationality purposes, and British women in civil partnerships can pass on nationality. Alfie claims his parents intended to apply to register him as a British citizen under section 3(1), but one of them had been seriously ill and so they did not get round to it before his 18th birthday. He has n
	 
	Alfie could have applied for registration before his 18th birthday and would have met the criteria set out in guidance for when registration under section 3(1) would normally be appropriate (see the 
	Alfie could have applied for registration before his 18th birthday and would have met the criteria set out in guidance for when registration under section 3(1) would normally be appropriate (see the 
	guidance on registering children of civil partners
	guidance on registering children of civil partners

	).  As the law treated children of civil partners differently than those of married partners before 2009, it may be appropriate to register on the basis of historical legislative unfairness. 

	 
	Example 4 
	 
	Nadiya came to the UK in 2010 with a work visa. It has been established that she was a victim of modern slavery, working for a family who took her with them when they moved to the UAE in in 2016. Nadiya has been back in the UK since 2019 and has been granted ILR exceptionally. Because of her absences, she will not qualify for naturalisation until 2024. 
	 
	Had Nadia not been removed from the UK whilst enslaved, she may have been able to apply for naturalisation from 2015, and had she been able to meet all of the requirements. Before considering registration under section 4L, she should consider whether she could now quality for naturalisation, taking into account the changes made by the Nationality and Borders Act 2022 which allow an exercise of discretion over the requirement to have been in the UK at the start of the qualifying period in special circumstanc
	 
	Example 5 
	 
	Hannah was born in the UK in 1979. She has been issued with British passports since the age of 4. When she applied to renew her passport earlier this year, she presented her full birth certificate, and it was realised that her parents had been employed as diplomatic staff at the Australian High Commission at the time. This means that Hannah did not become a CUKC and so has never been a British citizen. Both parents left the High Commission employment when Hannah was 10 and the family have been living/workin
	 
	Hannah’s parents might have applied to register her as a British citizen whilst she was a child, had she not been issued British passports in error. However, as she was resident in the UK for the first 10 years of her life, she will still have an entitlement to 
	Hannah’s parents might have applied to register her as a British citizen whilst she was a child, had she not been issued British passports in error. However, as she was resident in the UK for the first 10 years of her life, she will still have an entitlement to 
	registration under section 1(4)
	registration under section 1(4)

	 of the British Nationality Act 1981. She should consider that route and not section 4L. 

	 
	Example 6 
	 
	Ravi applied to come to the UK on a work visa in 2016 but his application was refused as the salary his prospective employer was offering was not sufficient. He then applied again in 2018 and was granted. He entered the UK in September 2018.  
	He claims that if his earlier application had been granted, he would now be able to apply for naturalisation. 
	 
	Ravi does not meet one of the three limbs for section 4L: he was not prevented from becoming a British citizen by historical legislative unfairness, or an act or omission of a public authority, and his particular circumstances are not exceptional. 
	 
	Example 7 
	 
	Aisha was born on 2 January 1983 in the UK. Her parents were not settled in the UK at the time, and so she is not a British citizen. She claims that had she been born on her due date of 28 December 1982 she would have been a British citizen automatically, as a person born in the UK before 1 January 1983 became a British citizen irrespective of their parents’ status (unless a diplomat or enemy alien). 
	 
	Aisha does not meet any of the three limbs for section 4L. The change in legislation was not historical legislative unfairness: it applied to all those born after the British Nationality Act 1981 came into force. Her particular circumstances are not exceptional as many people were born on or after 1 January 1983. There are registration routes for those born in the UK after that date: Aisha may be able to apply under 
	Aisha does not meet any of the three limbs for section 4L. The change in legislation was not historical legislative unfairness: it applied to all those born after the British Nationality Act 1981 came into force. Her particular circumstances are not exceptional as many people were born on or after 1 January 1983. There are registration routes for those born in the UK after that date: Aisha may be able to apply under 
	section 1(4). 
	section 1(4). 

	 

	 
	Example 8 
	 
	Charles would have met the requirements for naturalisation in 2015 – he had been in the UK for over 5 years and had indefinite leave to remain for more than 12 months and had met the knowledge of language and life in the UK requirement for ILR.  However, he lost his job and could not afford to apply. He found another job with an international company and has been posted to France for the last 5 years. He therefore does not meet the requirements for naturalisation. He claims that, but for the fact that he ha
	 
	Charles does not meet any of the three limbs for section 4L: his working overseas would not be recognised as exceptional circumstances for section 4L. 
	 
	Example 9 
	 
	Duncan would have been able to meet the requirements for naturalisation in 2020 – he had been living in the UK for over 5 years and had indefinite leave to remain for more than 12 months and had met the knowledge of language and life in the UK requirement for ILR. However, he had gone to visit family in Australia and was stranded there during the pandemic. Having returned to the UK, he wants to apply under section 4L on the basis that he could have become a British citizen but for exceptional circumstances.
	 
	Duncan can still make an application for naturalisation. Excess absences as a result of the pandemic will be taken into consideration – see the 
	Duncan can still make an application for naturalisation. Excess absences as a result of the pandemic will be taken into consideration – see the 
	naturalisation guidance
	naturalisation guidance

	. As such, his absence overseas is unlikely to be recognised as exceptional circumstances for registration under section 4L. 

	 
	Example 10 
	 
	Rachel’s grandmother was born in the UK in 1945. Her mother was born in the USA in 1965 and registered as a British citizen under section 4C in 2015, on the basis that she had a UK born mother. Rachel was born in Canada in 1996. Rachel claims that, had the law been different, her mother would have become a British citizen automatically and could have come to the UK when Rachel was a child, allowing Rachel to register as a British citizen under section 3(5) of the British Nationality Act 1981. 
	 
	Although historical legislative unfairness meant that Rachel’s mother did not become a British citizen automatically, it did not directly prevent Rachel from becoming one.  Citizenship could not normally be passed on for more than one generation born abroad, and Rachel would not have been able to become a citizen had women previously been able to pass on citizenship. Whilst she maintains that her mother might have come to the UK had she been a citizen, that relies on hypothetical assumptions.  She may be ab
	 
	Example 11 
	 
	Clive was born in Guyana in 1955.  Both his parents and all his grandparents were born in Guyana.  Clive’s family moved to the UK in 1965, where they lived for five years. In 1966 Guyana became an independent Commonwealth country, and Clive became a citizen of Guyana.  As neither Clive nor his father or grandfather was born, naturalised or registered as a citizen in a country that remained part of the UK and Colonies at that time, or a protectorate or protected state, Clive lost his citizenship of the UK an
	 
	The fact that Clive ceased to be a CUKC was as a result of the independence arrangements of Guyana.  It was not historical legislative unfairness: it applied to all those connected to that territory irrespective of any protected characteristics and was in line with independence arrangements of other countries.  The fact that Clive’s family did not apply to register him as a citizen would not normally be considered exceptional circumstances. 
	 
	Example 12 
	 
	Sam’s foster mother applied to adopt him when he was aged 16, after he had lived with the family since he was aged 10. The adoption proceedings were not completed until after Sam’s 18th birthday.  If the adoption had been finalised before he was 18, Sam would have become a British citizen automatically under s.1(5).  As 
	he was over 18, he did not become a British citizen.  Sam may therefore be able to be registered on the basis of his exceptional circumstances.  
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	Biometric Enrolment   
	  
	As part of your application, all applicants are required to enrol their biometric details for the purpose of identity verification.   
	   
	Where you give your biometric information depends on how you’re making your citizenship application. You’ll be told where to go after you’ve applied.   
	   
	Your application may be rejected as invalid if you do not enrol your biometrics when requested. For more information about enrolling biometrics, please visit the following section of our website:  
	http://www.gov.uk/biome
	http://www.gov.uk/biome
	http://www.gov.uk/biome
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	Understanding the process 
	 
	Please ensure you have the correct documents before you apply. If you do not submit your application with supporting documents and pay the correct 
	Please ensure you have the correct documents before you apply. If you do not submit your application with supporting documents and pay the correct 
	fee
	fee

	 (if applicable – see 
	below
	below

	), then the application will be returned to you unprocessed. You should indicate in the space provided what documents you have supplied  and why.   

	 
	Dual nationality  
	 
	P
	Span
	Dual nationality (sometimes called 
	dual citizenship
	dual citizenship

	) is when someone holds British nationality and the nationality of at least one other country at the same time. 

	The UK recognises dual nationality and allows British nationals who have dual nationality, to hold a British passport. 
	 
	Before applying, you should be aware that not all countries allow dual citizenship and you may therefore lose, or have to give up, your existing nationality in order to become a British citizen. If you have any questions about this, you should seek advice from the country of which you are already a citizen before making your application. 
	     
	Documents   
	    
	Please send the following documents:   
	   
	• Your passport   
	• Your passport   
	• Your passport   

	• Information to show how you would have been, or would have been able to become, a British citizen.  This might include:   
	• Information to show how you would have been, or would have been able to become, a British citizen.  This might include:   
	• Information to show how you would have been, or would have been able to become, a British citizen.  This might include:   
	o Your full birth certificate (one which includes the name of  your parent(s)) 
	o Your full birth certificate (one which includes the name of  your parent(s)) 
	o Your full birth certificate (one which includes the name of  your parent(s)) 

	o your mother or father’s birth certificate and evidence of their status at the time of your birth   
	o your mother or father’s birth certificate and evidence of their status at the time of your birth   




	• Information relating to an act or omission of a public authority, if you are applying on that basis 
	• Information relating to an act or omission of a public authority, if you are applying on that basis 

	• Evidence of your exceptional circumstances, if you are applying on that basis 
	• Evidence of your exceptional circumstances, if you are applying on that basis 


	 
	Please provide any translations if these are applicable.   
	 
	Fees 
	 
	Fees are payable in accordance with 
	Fees are payable in accordance with 
	The Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2018
	The Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2018

	. There is no application fee to apply for British citizenship if you would have acquired that status automatically (but for historical legislative 

	unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority, or exceptional circumstances), but you will need to pay the ceremony fee of £80 if you are over the age of 18.  You need to send this with your application, using the 
	unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority, or exceptional circumstances), but you will need to pay the ceremony fee of £80 if you are over the age of 18.  You need to send this with your application, using the 
	payment slip
	payment slip

	.   

	 
	If, however, you would have qualified for registration or naturalisation but for legislative unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority or exceptional circumstances, you will still need to pay an application fee to register under this route, as well as a ceremony fee.  Fees are listed on our 
	If, however, you would have qualified for registration or naturalisation but for legislative unfairness, an act or omission of a public authority or exceptional circumstances, you will still need to pay an application fee to register under this route, as well as a ceremony fee.  Fees are listed on our 
	fees page
	fees page

	.  

	 
	Biometric Enrolment 
	 
	All applicants applying for British citizenship will need to enrol their biometric details to verify their identity as part of the application process. You will usually need to complete this step of the application process within 45 days of submitting your application and failure to do so would invalidate your application. 
	 
	You will be provided with instructions explaining where and how you need to enrol your biometric information after you have submitted your application. We may be able to re-use biometrics previously provided with earlier immigration applications.  
	 
	Application Processing Times 
	 
	We aim to conclude citizenship naturalisation applications within 6 months from the date on which we receive your application. Please do not contact us within this timeframe to request an update on your application – we will get in touch if we need any more information to help us make a decision. 
	 
	Travel after submitting an application 
	 
	After submitting your registration application, you are free to travel whilst you are waiting for a decision using your valid travel documents. If you are resident in the UK, this will be your valid passport and evidence of your valid indefinite leave to remain in the UK, or other valid immigration status. You do not need to tell us about your travel plans.  
	 
	Please be aware, however, that you will usually be required to 
	Please be aware, however, that you will usually be required to 
	enrol your biometric information
	 within 45 days of submitting your application. If you are in the UK, this may involve attending an appointment at a UK Visa and Citizenship Application Service (UKVCAS) Centre (operated by Sopra Steria) in person and failure to do so would invalidate an application.  

	 
	You will receive instructions on how to provide your biometric details once you have submitted your application. 
	 
	In addition, please note that should we grant an application, there is a 90-day period where you will need to arrange attendance at a 
	In addition, please note that should we grant an application, there is a 90-day period where you will need to arrange attendance at a 
	citizenship ceremony
	.   

	 
	But, outside of these timeframes, there is nothing in the citizenship process that would prevent you from travelling while your application is being considered.   
	 
	If you live in the UK, please bear in mind that a registration application does not provide you with immigration permission and you will need to demonstrate your entitlement to re-enter the UK at the UK border.  
	 
	You should ensure that we are able to contact you quickly if we have any queries about your application.  
	 
	Citizenship Ceremonies  
	 
	Arranging a citizenship ceremony 
	 
	If your application is successful, you will be invited to attend a citizenship ceremony if you are over 18. If you are in the UK, you will receive an invitation from the Home Office, and this will confirm the local authority you should contact to arrange your ceremony.  
	 
	Your ceremony invitation may be sent to you via email if you have applied online and we recommend checking your email’s spam or junk folder for any correspondence about your application.  
	 
	You must make immediate contact with the local authority once you have been informed that your application is successful, as we normally expect you to arrange to attend a ceremony within 3 months of receiving your invitation otherwise it will expire, and you will have to re- apply for registration and pay a further processing fee. The date by which you must attend your ceremony will be given in your Home Office citizenship ceremony invitation.  
	 
	If you are outside the UK, arrangements will be made for you to make the oath/affirmation and pledge at the British Embassy, High Commission, Consulate, Governor’s Office, or Lieutenant Governor’s Office. 
	 
	At the ceremony 
	   
	If you are over the age of 18, you will be asked to affirm or swear an Oath of Allegiance to the Monarch and to pledge your loyalty to the UK. This is a legal requirement for adults and is the point at which you will become a British citizen.  
	 
	Following this you will be presented with your certificate of registration as a British citizen.   
	     
	If you have special needs or concerns about saying the Oath (or Affirmation) and Pledge in English, you should bring these to the attention of the local authority or, if outside the UK, the British Embassy, High Commission, Consulate, Governor’s Office, or Lieutenant Governor’s Office, once you have received your invitation.  
	  
	If you are resident in the UK, you must ensure you have sufficient immigration permission to remain in the UK until you have attended your ceremony and made the Oath and Pledge. A citizenship application does not, in itself, give permission to stay in the UK.  
	     
	Next steps 
	 
	What to do if there is an error on your citizenship certificate  
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	If you notice a mistake on your citizenship certificate, you will need to download and complete an 
	application for a correction of a registration or naturalisation certificate
	application for a correction of a registration or naturalisation certificate

	. You will then need to send the form and your original certificate to the following address: 

	 
	Department 201 UKVI The Capital New Hall Place Liverpool L3 9PP 
	 
	You may need to pay to change the details on your certificate, depending on if the mistake is your fault (for example, if you provided incorrect details when you applied). UKVI will send you a letter telling you if you need to pay. 
	 
	Returning your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) 
	 
	If you hold a Home Office issued immigration document, such as a BRP (or BRC), you should return it the Home Office within 5 working days of getting your certificate of British citizenship.  
	 
	Please cut your BRP/BRC into 4 pieces and put it in a windowless envelope.  
	 
	Please enclose a note saying you are returning your permit because you have become a British citizen. Include your name, date of birth and the document number (found on the front of the card) in the note. 
	 
	Naturalisation BRP Returns PO Box 195 Bristol BS20 1BT 
	 
	Please note that you may be fined up to £1,000 if you do not return your permit within 5 working days. 
	 
	Travelling to and from the UK after registering   
	 
	Once you have completed the registration process, you will no longer be able to enter the UK using your BRP (if applicable) or by presenting your citizenship certificate at the UK border.  
	 
	P
	Span
	For travel purposes, you can 
	apply for a British passport
	apply for a British passport

	 or for a 
	certificate of entitlement to the right of abode
	certificate of entitlement to the right of abode

	 that can be placed in a valid foreign passport. 

	 
	Citizenship-related queries 
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	If, having read the information set out in this guidance, you have questions about applying for British citizenship, you can email the Citizenship and Nationality Enquiries team at 
	nationalityenquiries@homeoffice.gov.uk
	nationalityenquiries@homeoffice.gov.uk

	. 

	 
	You should also contact them to let them know if you have made an application and your circumstances change (for example, you move house, get married or are arrested). 
	 
	If you’ve not had a response, we recommend checking your email’s spam or junk folder before contacting UKVI again. 
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	Alternatively, you can get in touch via telephone on 0300 790 6268. You will need to select option 2, then option 2 again. You can get in touch Monday to Thursday from 9am to 4:45pm, or Friday, 9am to 4:30pm. Information about call charges can be found 
	here
	here

	. 
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