This publication was
archived on 9 December
2024

This publication is no longer up to date due to current events
in Syria. We are reviewing the situation and will issue an
update in due course.
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Preface

Purpose

This note provides country of origin information (COIl) and analysis of COI for use by
Home Office decision makers handling particular types of protection and human
rights claims (as set out in the Introduction section). It is not intended to be an
exhaustive survey of a particular subject or theme.

It is split into 2 parts: (1) an assessment of COIl and other evidence; and (2) COI.
These are explained in more detail below.

Assessment

This section analyses the evidence relevant to this note - that is info
COl section; refugee/human rights laws and policies; and applicable
describing this and its inter-relationships, and provides an as
whether one or more of the following applies:

e aperson is reasonably likely to face a rea

¢k of persecutio
o that the general humanitarian situation is s
grounds for believing that there is a real risk '
amount to inhuman or degrading treatment as
339CA(iii) of the Immigration Rules / Adi opean Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR)

o that the security situation is suc
there is a real risk of serious harm
threat to a civilian’s life or p
situation of international
339CA(iv) of the Immig

e apersonis ablet

grounds for believing
s a serious and individual

count each case’s specific facts.

Country @Rorigin information

the general principles of COI research as set out in the Common EU [European
Union] Guidelines for Processing Country of Origin Information (COIl), April 2008,
and the Austrian Centre for Country of Origin and Asylum Research and
Documentation’s (ACCORD), Researching Country Origin Information — Training
Manual, 2013. Namely, taking into account the COlI’s relevance, reliability, accuracy,
balance, currency, transparency and traceability.

The structure and content of the country information section follows a terms of
reference which sets out the general and specific topics relevant to this note.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-part-11-asylum
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-part-11-asylum
https://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=basictexts&c=
https://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=basictexts&c=
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-part-11-asylum
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-part-11-asylum
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/41/section/94
http://www.refworld.org/docid/48493f7f2.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/48493f7f2.html
https://www.coi-training.net/researching-coi/
https://www.coi-training.net/researching-coi/

All information included in the note was published or made publicly available on or
before the ‘cut-off’ date(s) in the country information section. Any event taking place
or report/article published after these date(s) is not included.

All information is publicly accessible or can be made publicly available. Sources and
the information they provide are carefully considered before inclusion. Factors
relevant to the assessment of the reliability of sources and information include:

¢ the motivation, purpose, knowledge and experience of the source
¢ how the information was obtained, including specific methodologies used

e the currency and detail of information

¢ whether the COl is consistent with and/or corroborated by other

Multiple sourcing is used to ensure that the information is accurate ¢
which is compared and contrasted where appropriate so that
up-to-date picture is provided of the issues relevant to this not
publication.

The inclusion of a source is not, however, an‘iors
expressed.

Each piece of information is referenced in a footn
and consulted in compiling the note are listed alpha

Feedback

Our goal is to provide accurate, re
welcome feedback on how to improv
this note, please email the Cou

d clear guidance. We
would like to comment on

Independent Advisory Gr

The Independent Advisory
March 2009 by the |
support him in revi

rmation (IAGCI) was set up in
ctor of Borders and Immigration to

isory Group on Country Information
nspector of Borders and Immigration

Email: chiefinspector@icibi.gov.uk

Information about the IAGCI’s work and a list of the documents which have been
reviewed by the IAGCI can be found on the Independent Chief Inspector’s pages of
the gov.uk website.
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Assessment

Updated: 12 April 2022

1. Introduction
11 Basis of claim
1.1.1  Fear of persecution and/or serious harm by the Syrian authorities on return
to Syria.
Back to Contents
2. Consideration of issues

2.1 Credibility

2.1.1 For information on assessing credibility, see the instruction
Credibility and Refugee Status.

2.1.2 Decision makers must also check if there has been ap for
a UK visa or another form of leave.
should be investigated prior to the as

Instruction on Visa Matches, Asylum Clai

us a
ched to visas

213 In cases where there are doubts surroundln erson’s claimed place of

anaIyS|s testing (see th

Official — sensitive: Start of
214

The information in this
Home Office use.

ed as it is restricted for internal

Back to Contents

2.2.2 Iftheé person is excluded from the Refugee Convention, they will also be
excluded from a grant of humanitarian protection (which has a wider range of
exclusions than refugee status).

2.2.3 For further guidance on the exclusion clauses, see the Asylum Instruction on
Exclusion under Articles 1F and 33(2) of the Refugee Convention,
Humanitarian Protection and the instruction on Restricted Leave.

Page 5 of 22


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visa-matches-handling-asylum-claims-from-uk-visa-applicants-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visa-matches-handling-asylum-claims-from-uk-visa-applicants-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/language-analysis-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/syria-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/syria-country-policy-and-information-notes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-instruction-exclusion-article-1f-of-the-refugee-convention
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/humanitarian-protection-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/restricted-leave-asylum-casework-instruction

Official — sensitive: Start of section

The information in this section has been removed as it is restricted for internal Home
Office use.

2.3
2.3.1

23.2

233

2.4

241

242

243

Official — sensitive: End of section

Back to Contents

Convention reason(s)

Actual or imputed political opinion in the form of opposition towards the
government of Syria and/or perceived support for Syrian rebel groups.

refugee. The question is whether the person has a well-fou
persecution on account of an actual or imputed Refugee Co

For further guidance on Convention reasons see the i
Assessing Credibility and Refugee Status.

Risk
a. State treatment

While some people have been ab ia without facing ill-
treatment, available evi in
serious mistreatment on r
status settlement, remains.
activities, exited Syria ill
have not completed
deemed hostile to t

security clearance or
ged in anti-government

r opposition strongholds,

e or are returning from a country

ja (GoS) are likely to be at higher

specifically mentioned in any of the
sider whether they fall (or could be

ore of the categories above — noting para 32
um seekers and forced returnees) Syria CG [2012] UKUT
ber 2012) (see paragraph 2.4.3), regarding perceived

e possible exception for those who would still be

gs in KB. As such, it is considered likely that most forced returnees
Id, in general, on arrival face a real risk of arrest and detention and of
us mistreatment during that detention that would qualify them for

2e protection.

In the Country Guidance case of KB, heard 6-7 March 2012, 7 August 2012
and promulgated on 20 December 2012, the Upper Tribunal (UT) found that

‘... in the context of the extremely high level of human rights abuses
currently occurring in Syria, a regime which appears increasingly concerned
to crush any sign of resistance, it is likely that a failed asylum seeker or
forced returnee would, in general, on arrival face a real risk of arrest and
detention and of serious mistreatment during that detention as a result of
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/00426_ukut_iac_2012_kb_syria_cg.html&query=(KB)+AND+(syria)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/00426_ukut_iac_2012_kb_syria_cg.html&query=(KB)+AND+(syria)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/00426_ukut_iac_2012_kb_syria_cg.html&query=(KB)+AND+(syria)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/00426_ukut_iac_2012_kb_syria_cg.html&query=(KB)+AND+(syria)

244

24.5

246

247

2438

249

2.4.10

imputed political opinion. That is sufficient to qualify for refugee protection.
The position might be otherwise in the case of someone who,
notwithstanding a failed claim for asylum, would still be perceived on return
to Syria as a supporter of the Assad regime.’ (paragraph 32)

Available evidence indicates that in order for a person to return to Syria, they
must first go through two return procedures known as a ‘security clearance’
and a ‘status settlement’.

During the security clearance process, Syrian authorities crosscheck
whether or not a person and other members of their family are on a wanted
list and/or should be considered a security threat. When the Syri

document by which he or she can return to Syria. There is @
evidence regarding whether or not a person with famil
wanted by the Government of Syria (GoS) would be i
clearance (see Security clearance). Those who appear
need to undergo a status settlement gcess.

During the status settlement process,
settle his/her issues with the GoS. If the
unsettled issues, the persons’ name will, in
lists and they would no longer be Qfjimterest.
Ministry of Foreign Affai
process was available to
had left the country illegally

return to Syria, but
rity issues (see Status

settlement).
Unsettled security is jes such as: using anti-government
slogans, taking pa monstrations, taking up arms

erting from reserve and mandatory

for status settlement is approved and
GoS wanted lists, the person will receive
at they can return to Syria. Upon return,
ication for status settlement has been approved are also

However, available evidence indicates that the Syrian authorities continue to
arrest, detain, interrogate, torture, disappear and kill returnees, despite
having undertaken a security clearance or status settlement prior to returning
to Syria (see Treatment upon return).

For further guidance on assessing risk, see the instruction on Assessing
Credibility and Refugee Status.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction

2.5
2.5.1

252

2.6
2.6.1

26.2

2.7
271

272

Back to Contents

Protection

Where the person has a well-founded fear of persecution from the state they
will not, in general, be able to obtain protection from the authorities.

For further guidance on assessing the availability of state protection, see the
instruction on Assessing Credibility and Refugee Status.

Back to Contents

Internal relocation

Credibility and Refugee Status.

Certification

Back to Contents
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/considering-asylum-claims-and-assessing-credibility-instruction
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/non-suspensive-appeals-certification-under-section-94-of-the-nia-act-2002-process

Country information

3.11

3.1.2

Section 3 updated: 12 April 2022
Numbers of returnees

In November 2021, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO), now
known as the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA) published a report
entitled ‘Country Guidance: Syria’ which stated:

‘Following the Syrian forces’ territorial gains over the past years, the
government is trying to foster the image of stability and iS NoOwW C3

a change from the previous stance of the GoS, which had pg
mass exodus as a means of gaining a more homogenous s
ensuring subservience from the civilian population. O
the GoS organised a two-day Russia-backed confere
aimed at facilitating the return of millions of Syrlan refu
conference was attended by a few c
Russia, China, and Venezuela. The nce, arguing
, dignified
Syrian

the EU regarded the confe
Nations High Commissioner
event.

‘There are no avalil
persons from Syria
same year, 1

om¥he EU to Syria in 2020. For the
returns from Lebanon and Jordan to

ent” or “security clearance |s a prerequisite for returning to Syrla
having exited illegally. The aim of the processes is to legalise one’s
s or to “sort out [one’s] affairs”.’! (see Security clearance and Status
ent

In October 2021 the Danish Immigration Service (DIS) published a report,
citing various sources, entitled ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’ which stated:

‘According to the UNHCR, as of 31 May 2021, 282,283 Syrian refugees had
voluntarily returned to Syria from Syria’s neighbouring countries since 2016,
including:

TEASO, ‘Country Guidance: Syria’, (page 52-53), November 2021
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2064844.html

110,649 from Turkey
‘- 64,714 from Lebanon
‘- 57,276 from Jordan
‘- 48,194 from Iraq’?
Back to Contents
Section 4 updated: 12 April 2022
4. Consequences of illegal exit and having applied for asylum abroad

4.1 lllegal exit

4.1.1 InJune 2021 the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) p
report, citing various sources, entitled ‘Syria: Situation of re
abroad’ which stated:

‘Previously, illegal exit from Syria would lead to punis
imprisonment and/or fines. However, on 26 March 201
of Interior issued circular No. 342, waiui
Having exited Syria illegally, however;
settled through a formal procedure, vario
settlement’ or ‘security clearance’, prior to . [see Security
clearance and Status settlement]

Accountability Centre, an
that human rights violations i ensively documented and

procedure inside S
settled his or her ill
military securityabr

e will be sent to a military prison or
y, according to the same expert.

ted that some returnees who did settle
e nonetheless arrested upon return.’

Back to Contents

g applied for asylum abroad will be treated upon return. General Naji
neir, the Chief of the Syrian Immigration and Passports Department, told
DIS during an interview held in November 2018 that returnees would not
)secuted or arrested upon return for obtaining asylum in neighbouring
ries or other countries, including Western countries. A Damascus-
based lawyer told the DIS in November 2018 that having applied for asylum
in other countries does not lead to punishment upon return, unless the
returnee in case is a well-known political or military opponent.

2DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 8), October 2021
3 SJAC, ‘About SJAC’, no date
4 EASO, ‘Syria: Situation of returnees from abroad’, (page 18), June 2021
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2063238.html
https://syriaaccountability.org/about/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2053723.html

‘A Syria expert at the European Institute of Peace (EIP) [European Institute
of Peace, an organisation that states that it ‘designs and delivers sustainable
peace processes and agreements’ and who ‘provide practical experience,
technical expertise and policy advice on conflict resolution‘®] believed that
having applied for asylum abroad might be something to settle through a
formal procedure [see Security clearance and Status settlement]. A Legal
and Human Rights Adviser at SJAC reported that it varies from case to case.
This expert knew of former asylum seekers who did not experience any
personal problems with the Syrian authorities upon return, whereas other
former asylum seekers were either killed or forcibly disappeared by the
Syrian authorities upon return.’®

5. Returning to Syria
5.1 Requirements for return
5.1.1  The October 2021 DIS report, vario

‘In order to return, Syrians may have to g
form of security clearance (Arabic: muwa
(Arabic: taswiyat wada). Syrians may have
for other issues than retugni . Hi ally and prior to the
outbreak of the war in equired — and is still
ove to a new area,;

edures in the
s settlement

crosscheck [ wanted list and is to be considered a
security thre

s through which a person who is wanted by
settle his/her issues with the GoS. If the GoS agrees to
settled issues, the person’s name will be deleted from
will not be wanted anymore.””

51.2 O report, citing various sources, stated:

to government-controlled Syria.

he existing literature on formal returns to government-held Syria two
prominent notions come to the fore: “security clearance” and “status
settlement/adjustment”... The sources consulted for this report, however,
mentioned that there was no clear distinction between applying for a security
clearance and settling one’s status. If a Syrian residing in a neighbouring
country or in an EU Member State wants to return legally to government-held

5 European Institute of Peace, ‘About us’, no date
6 EASO, ‘Syria: Situation of returnees from abroad’, (page 18-19), June 2021
7 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 8), October 2021
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https://www.eip.org/our-mission/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2053723.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2063238.html

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.

Syria, he or she will have to apply at a Syrian diplomatic mission. During this
procedure, which is variously referred to as “security approval” or “status
settlement”, the applicant is being checked by the Syrian authorities in one
way or another.’®

Back to Contents

Security clearance

The DIS report published in October 2021, citing various sources, stated the
following regarding the procedure for obtaining a security clearance:

‘With regard to the application for a security clearance, the applicant is asked
a number of different questions about himself/herself and his/h
members when undergoing the security clearance procedurg
authorities crosscheck the person’s name with names on wx
security services. In relation to the security clearance
from Lebanon had to obtain in 2018 in order to return
stated that people’s Facebook profiles and other social
also checked during security screenings.

‘According to an article dated 11 Septémber ahya from
Carnegie Middle East Center [an organis
, and security
issues in the Middle East and Nort ' yria’s National Security
Bureau, which is respo of Syria’s intelligence
agencies that carries out ves the return of
refugees and IDPs.

‘When the GoS has cro
(or is not otherwise
document by whic
document is a sta

t the applicant is not on a wanted list
ity threat), the person will be issued a
Syria. The security clearance

e needs to show at checkpoints in
a. According to a report by the Finnish

stion are wanted. Thus, a security clearance will only be given to the
icant if he/she and his/her family members are not wanted. People who

security clearance.

‘One source consulted by DIS for the December 2020 report mentioned that
in some individual cases, some individuals had not obtained a security
clearance because they had family members who were wanted by the GoS.

8 EASO, ‘Syria: Situation of returnees from abroad’, (page 20), July 2021
9 Carnegie Middle East Center, ‘About’, no date
0 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 10-11), October 2021
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https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2053723.html
https://carnegie-mec.org/about/?lang=en
https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2063238.html

5.3
5.3.1

However, this is not a systematic practice by the GoS. Many individuals have
been able to get a security clearance despite having family members who
were wanted. The source added that he knew of individuals who had left for
Idlib and who had family members who were wanted by the GoS but who
were nevertheless able to obtain a security clearance and return to the
government-controlled areas. According to the source, in general, whether a
person is able to obtain a security clearance depends on the type of security
issue that his/her family members are wanted for.

‘Moreover, a person who wants to return may also be denied a security
clearance for other reasons than havmg a family member who is wanted For

live there, the person will be denied a security clearance...
consulted by the DIS for the December 2020 report menptio
individuals who were regarded by the GoS as pro-go
a security clearance quickly.’"

Status settlement
The October 2021 DIS report, citing vario

‘The term “status settlement” appe i ar in Syria to denote a
procedure whereby all ' ied out by Syrian
citizens living in Syria are er for individuals to
remain in or return to an are from the opposition.

According to the UNHCR, a st Ives a vetting process by

the Syrian security a ws the individual’s previous opposition
activities. These ac
anti- government d

icipation in relief work in
apons and fighting against the GoS or

stated that Syrian citizens who want to return to Syria
ountry illegally due to the conflict, or who have

‘Syrians and Palestinian refugees from Syria (PRS) who live abroad and
want to return to Syria are required to apply for a status settlement for a
number of issues, including illegal exit, security issues and payment of the
exemption fee by military draft evaders.

‘An unsettled security issue includes anti-government activities such as
participating in demonstrations, stating anti-government slogans, taking up

" DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 11), October 2021
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arms against the GoS, evading or deserting from reserve and mandatory
military service (in which a status settlement entails that the person will not
be prosecuted for evasion; he will, however, have to complete his military
service after returning to Syria).

‘A man, who has exited Syria illegally or has unsettled security issues, and
who wants to be exempted from military service by paying an exemption fee,
must apply for a status settlement to be allowed to pay the exemption fee

‘Sometimes, individuals are unsure whether they are wanted by the GoS.
Therefore, they might seek to have it clarified before they approach a Syrian
representatlon abroad and return to Syrla Syrians often have acquz

connections within the Syrian security apparatus and whoi
payment can provide information on whether someone is w:
GoS... The consular section of the Syrian embassy in
Landinfo in a phone interview on 7 December 2020 th
encouraged all Syrians who wished to return to Syna t
Syrian authorities whether they had
to their return. This could also be do
turns out that they do have an unsettled i for a status
settlement at the embassy.

‘A source interviewed by the DIS f

consulates. They would inst
security branch by which they
a wanted list'"?

employee in the specific
their name removed from

5.3.2 The same source ' rding the procedure for obtaining
a status settlemen

‘A Syrian refj le his issues will have to apply for it at the
nearest ' i assy or consulate)... When applying for a
status sett sy, the person must first prove that he is a

showing a Syrian ID or a Syrian passport. After

d questions about the applicant, including whether the applicant has
involved in — or knows someone inside or outside Syria who has been
ved in - armed opposition against the GoS. In addition, the individual will

form, the applicant is also asked to provide information about his/her close
family members, including parents, sisters, brothers, children and spouse.
He will have to give information about their names, work and place of
residence, whether they are wanted, and whether they were active in the
opposition against the GoS. When the form is completed, the person in
charge at the embassy or consulate may - based on the information provided

2 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 12-14), October 2021
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on the form - ask the applicant to provide more information in writing to some
of the questions on the form.

‘In Syria, the application will be processed by the involvement of central and
local security officers. They will check the submitted information and decide
whether to settle the person’s issues or, in other words, whether to agree to
delete the person’s name from wanted lists. Sometimes, the security
services in Syria may ask for more information on some issues. In that case,
the consulate or embassy will contact the person and ask him/her to provide
the information requested in writing. If there is someone in the applicant’s
family or among his/her relatives who is affiliated with the armed opposition,

in question, his/her activities and whereabouts.

‘In case the authorities in Syria approve the status settleme
person will be informed about this by the consulate or
person’s application for status settlement is approved,
deleted from the wanted list(s).

‘When an application for status settl tis

name is removed from the wanted Iist!=,
document indicating that he/she can retu
status settlement is not approved, the case
applicant will not receive any resp

cannot return.

The person, whose applic as been approved, will
be asked to contact the secul on the status settlement
document upon return her investigation. When the person
returns and reports i
be asked about his
area who joined th n of who are residing outside Syria. In
out what he/she did during the anti-

years of the uprising.’"3
Back to Contents
Section 6 updated: 12 April 2022

6.1.1 titled ‘Syria: Sltuatlon of returnees from abroad’, citing

al mobility, EASO cited various sources stating that returnees had
arrested, detained and tortured by the Syrian authorities upon return,
inclgding those who had settled their status. This type of treatment of
returnees has continued to be reported by sources consulted during this
report’s period of reference. Since the beginning of 2020, for instance, the
Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) documented at least 156 cases of
arrest of returnees, including 89 cases of arrest targeting returnees from
outside Syria.

3 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 14-15), October 2021
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‘The sources consulted for this report stressed that obtaining a security
clearance will by no means guarantee a safe return to Syria. Urnammu for
Justice and Human Rights [‘a non-governmental and non-profit
organization... providing assistance to individuals and groups exposed to
violations of their rights’'4], for instance, has documented cases of returnees
who obtained a security clearance prior to return, but were nonetheless
subjected to arrest, enforced disappearances and/or death under torture
upon return.

‘Moreover, it should be borne in mind that a security clearance merely
permits a returnee to enter Syria. In addition to a security clearance, it is
common for returnees to receive a written instruction to visit a p )

According to a Legal and Human Rights Adviser at S
the returnee in an unwinnable situation. If the returnee

him or her.

rian authorities continue

‘Several sources consulted...
in, i /or pursue returnees by

to arrest, (temporarily) d

* those having enga
opposition member:

en and children whose husband, father and/or brother went missing.

regard to the Syrian government’s negative perception of those hailing
ormer opposition strongholds, a Legal and Human Rights Adviser at

Damascus. Upon return they received a waraket mourajaa, instructing them
to visit a particular security branch. For two months, both returnees were
sent from one security branch to another and each time they found
themselves paying a bribe in order to avoid arrest. Thus, hailing from an
area that has been under government control throughout the conflict does

4 Urnammu for Justice and Human Rights, ‘Home’, no date
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not necessarily guarantee a safe return to government-held Syria, the expert
stressed.’’®

6.1.2 The same source further stated:

‘Another factor impacting the treatment of returnees is the highly fragmented
nature of Syria’s security apparatus. For instance, there are four main
security branches: the Air Force Intelligence Directorate, the Military
Intelligence Directorate, the Political Security Directorate, and the General
Intelligence Directorate, the latter also known as the National Intelligence
Directorate. According to several sources, this could lead to a situation in
which persons, returnees included, have been cleared by one intelli

relation to Syria’s security apparatus.

‘To add more confusion to the picture, Syria’s securit
inconsistent in its treatment of returnees. For instance,

specializing in information manage
research related to... Syrian political and socia
returnees who were arrested because th
same expert also knew returnees who had
and who were nonetheless not arr.

‘In its February 2020 re [ in Lebanon, ICG
[International Crisis Group is N0 certainty about who is
safe from arrest upon return, ities’ concept of who is an
opponent is not always hange over time. This conclusion made

knowledge of
ted. Yet, the

at the EIP mention
passport will not c

e problem upon return, but could
turnee by the Syrian authorities later on.
r Justice and Human Rights stated that

Violations against Syrian Refugees Returning to

a total of 66 cases of individuals who were reportedly

dus violations including sexual violence, arbitrary and

fuI detention, torture and other ill-treatment and enforced

appearance and death in detention. According to testimonies out of the 53
returnees, 22 of the individuals had gone through some sort of

ce process but were nonetheless subjected to different types of

6.1.4 On 20 October 2021 Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a report entitled
“Our Lives Are Like Death”, Syrian refugee returns from Lebanon and

5 EASO, ‘Syria: Situation of returnees from abroad’, (page 28-29), June 2021

6 Jusoor for Studies, ‘About’, no date

7 EASO, ‘Syria: Situation of returnees from abroad’, (page 27-28), June 2021

8 Amnesty International, ‘... Violations against Syrian Refugees Returning to Syria’, (p 17), Sept 2021
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Jordan’, based on interviews with 30 Syrian refugees who returned from
Jordan to Syria, 24 Syrian refugees who returned from Lebanon to Syria
between 2017 and 2021, and interviews with nine relatives of returnees and
two prospective returnees. The report stated that:

‘Refugees returning from Lebanon and Jordan told Human Rights Watch that
the Syrian government or its affiliated militias subjected them or their family
members to arbitrary arrest, detention, torture and inhuman and degrading
treatment, kidnappings, and extrajudicial killings after their return to Syria.
Human Rights Watch documented 21 cases of arrest and arbitrary detention,
13 cases of torture, 3 kidnappings, 5 extrajudicial killings, 17 enforced
disappearances and 1 case of alleged sexual violence. A furthe
interviewees who returned to Daraa described living in an ing
environment characterized by arrests at checkpoints, kidnag

6.1.5 The same report noted that information from interviews
was corroborated by the view of a leadi
everyone who returns will face somewn
of tea with the security agencies or a full-
know why people left.”’20

6.1.6  According to the report most of th
undertaken a security ¢
treatment.

6.1.7 The October 2021 DIS report
regarding the treatmen

‘According to two
report, perso
evasion fro

settlement because of illegal exit or
er to buy themselves out of military
e) would most likely obtain it. This group

an researcher knew two individuals who were arrested upon return
ause of accusations of being a part of the opposition, despite having

ed their illegal exit. These arrests occurred when they reported their

1 to the security branch that they were referred to by the Syrian

ities. One such individual was a 43-year-old man from Dumair in the
northeastern part of Rural Damascus governorate. He returned from
Lebanon and was detained for approximately 40 days. He was interrogated
about some opposition commanders. After his release, he was called in for
further interrogations. However, he was not re-arrested. The second person
was a 24-year-old man from Damascus who was arrested a couple of weeks

9 HRW, ‘...Syrian refugee returns from Lebanon and Jordan’, (page 27), 20 October 2021
20 HRW, “...Syrian refugee returns from Lebanon and Jordan’, (page 3), 20 October 2021
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after he went back to Syria from Egypt. There was no specific reason for the
arrest other than extortion. He was released after his family paid 14,000
UsD.’?

6.1.8 The same source further stated the following regarding the treatment of
returnees who had obtained a status settlement due to a previous security
issue:

‘Jusoor for Studies, which was interviewed by the DIS in 2020, assessed that
it was risky to return to Syria on the basis of the settlement of a security
issue. A Syrian researcher mentioned that there were cases of persons who
were arrested when they reported their return to a security branc

security forces. A person might be interrogated about
activity on his/her profiles upon return to Syria. Even i

his/her has liked a post that the Go [ ent. Similarly,
two other sources stated that having séettled on i ues and having
i mean that

; Ofe may risk
turn despite one’s status
d a status settlement
for having unsettled secu theless arrested upon
return. According to the sou ases of people who
entered and exited Syria witho [ eir status even though they

one would avoid problems with the authorit
facing new accusations and bein

because they were
they were wanted

Back to Contents

21 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 19-20), October 2021
22 DIS, ‘Syria: Issues regarding return’, (page 21), October 2021
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Terms of Reference

A ‘Terms of Reference’ (ToR) is a broad outline of what the CPIN seeks to cover.
They form the basis for the country information section. The Home Office’s Country
Policy and Information Team uses some standardised ToR, depending on the
subject, and these are then adapted depending on the country concerned.

For this particular CPIN, the following topics were identified prior to drafting as
relevant and on which research was undertaken:

¢ Returning to Syria
o Numbers of returnees
o Requirements to return

o Treatment on return
! B S
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