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Executive Summary

Studland Bay Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) (Figure 1) lies within the 6 nautical
mile limit in English waters, on the Dorset coast. The site was formally designated on
31 May 2019 by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The site
has four designated features: intertidal coarse sediment, the long-snouted (or spiny)
seahorse (Hippocampus guttulatus), subtidal sand and seagrass beds.

In 2020, the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) drafted an assessment on the
impacts of marine non-licensable activities on the features of Studland Bay MCZ. It
concluded that management measures would be developed for anchoring due to the
potential impact on some designated features. Following this, the MMO held a call
for evidence to seek views on the draft assessment and management options.

In early 2021, Dorset Coast Forum facilitated a formal engagement period for the
MMO to gain further input from stakeholders about three draft anchoring
management options.

Following feedback from stakeholders, the MMO introduced a phased voluntary
approach for the management of anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ over 2021 and
2022.

This document provides an overview of MMOG6 management approach for marine
non-licensable activities in Studland Bay MCZ. In addition, guidance is provided for
individuals or groups planning to install moorings.

This strategy was first published on 10 September 2021 and is updated in response
to feedback and delivery of the management measures outlined below.
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Figure 1: Studland Bay MCZ location.
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Introduction and Aims

The Studland Bay Marine Conservation Zone Habitat Protection Strategy provides
an overview of MMOG management approach for marine non-licensable activities in
Studland Bay MCZ. In addition, guidance is provided to individuals or developers
planning to install moorings.

The strategy has the following aims:

1. Set out the underlying principles of MMOG management of activities in
Studland Bay MCZ.

2. Outline the chosen management approach for marine non-licensable activities
within Studland Bay MCZ.

3. Raise awareness of the requirement for a marine licence to install, maintain or
remove moorings.

4. Provide guidance for the application of future mooring proposals in line with
the considerations of Studland Bay MCZ.

Background

MMOG6s responsibility

MMO is responsible for assessing and managing impacts of marine non-licensable
activities in marine protected areas (MPASs) between 0 and 12 nautical miles (nm)
from the coast in English waters. Where an assessment indicates that activities are
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impacting an MPA, MMO is responsible for implementing management measures to
protect them. Management measures can range from voluntary measures to
statutory MMO byelaws and are developed through appropriate levels of
engagement and consultation. MPAs are monitored to ensure their features remain
protected and activities can continue where possible. Between 0 and 12 nm, MMO is
responsible for monitoring activity levels. Natural England is responsible for
periodically assessing the condition of the features of MPAs in their remit.

What has happened so far?

Studland Bay MCZ was formally designated on 31 May 2019 by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)!. Studland Bay MCZ lies within the 6
nm limit in English waters, on the Dorset coast (Figure 1). The site has four
designated features: intertidal coarse sediment, long-snouted seahorse
(Hippocampus guttulatus), subtidal sand and seagrass beds. For more information
about Studland Bay MCZ and its designated habitats and species, please refer to the
Natural England Conservation Advice?. Long-snouted seahorses are a designated
feature of the MCZ as well as a protected species under the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981. Both species of native seahorse, long-snouted seahorses and short-
snouted seahorses (Hippocampus hippocampus), have been recorded in the
seagrass beds in Studland Bay. Studland Bay is a known breeding location for the
long-snouted seahorse.

In 2020, MMO drafted an assessment on the impacts of marine non-licensable
activities in Studland Bay MCZ3. Between 28 October and 15 December 2020, MMO
held a call for evidence to seek views on the draft assessment and management
options. Following a review of all feedback received from the call for evidence, it was
concluded that management measures would be developed for anchoring due to the
potential impact on some designated features.

In March 2021, Dorset Coast Forum facilitated a formal engagement period for MMO
to gain further input from stakeholders about three draft anchoring management
options. The purpose of the formal engagement period was to inform the approach to
managing anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ and to ensure the necessary level of
environmental protection while minimising impacts on users of the sea.

In September 2021, MMO published the Studland Bay Habitat Protection Strategy to
outline the approach to management of Studland Bay MCZ.

Why is this strategy needed?

This strategy has been developed to ensure that the activities in Studland Bay MCZ
continue in a sustainable way. This document provides guidance on how to achieve
this. At current levels, anchoring activity within the seagrass beds in Studland Bay
MCZ is causing significant pressure and is posing a threat to achieving the
conservation objectives of the site. The seagrass beds and long-snouted seahorse
features within Studland Bay MCZ have been determined by Natural England to be

1 The Studland Bay MCZ Designation Order 2019
2 Natural England Studland Bay MCZ Conservation Advice
3 Studland Bay MCZ marine non-licensable activities assessment
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in unfavourable condition. The conservation objective is therefore to bring these
features into favourable condition. Natural England have published specific targets
for attributes of the features of this site. Meeting these targets will help ensure that
the features return to favourable condition. This information is detailed within the
Natural England Conservation Advice?. MMO has a statutory responsibility to take
actions to further the conservation objectives of the MCZ. In determining
management of Studland Bay MCZ, MMO has taken into account feedback from
stakeholders and has used the best available evidence, including a range of peer
reviewed scientific literature to support the assessment and subsequent decision
making.

What are the benefits of protection?

Studland Bay MCZ is home to seagrass beds which provide a number of vital
ecological functions. Most notably, seagrass beds stabilise sediments, provide
habitat for species such as commercially important fish and seahorses, and act as a
sink for atmospheric carbon. It is also home to bass and endangered undulate rays.
Long-snouted seahorses are a designated feature of the MCZ and a protected
species.

In addition to protecting the sensitive habitats and species, enhancing the marine
protection in Studland Bay MCZ will also provide benefits for people. Protecting
seagrass beds will aid prevention of coastal erosion, support commercial fisheries,
help to combat climate change and provide an attractive environment for tourism and
recreation.

How have stakeholder views been considered?

In line with our MMO Story#, we have undertaken a process to proactively seek,
value and use feedback from stakeholders to help shape and improve our services in
the development of this strategy. In this strategy, MMO has considered stakeholder
comments from the call for evidence, formal engagement events and email
correspondence and worked with Natural England to ensure a sustainable approach
for future management of Studland Bay MCZ. In addition, MMO continues to engage
with stakeholders to gain an understanding of the effectiveness of the voluntary
measure post-launch.

MMO recognises the importance of Studland Bay for recreational activities and the
wishes of those who use the bay to be involved in its management. The Studland
Bay MCZ Decision Document® provides further details on the feedback provided by
stakeholders along with MMO guidance in response to this feedback. MMO have
also created Studland Bay MCZ Frequently Asked Questions® document to best
support stakeholders with common queries raised.

This strategy is split into three parts:

4 Qur MMO Story - the next ten years
5 Studland Bay MCZ Decision Document
6 Studland Bay Frequently Asked Questions



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-mmo-story-the-next-ten-years
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-marine-non-licensable-activities-studland-bay-next-steps#:~:text=MMO%20is%20introducing%20a%20phased,anchor%20zone%20has%20been%20introduced.
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1 Part 1 details the management approach for anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ.

1 Part 2 details the approach for other marine non-licensable activities in
Studland Bay MCZ.

1 Part 3 provides guidance to clarify the process of applying for a marine

licencetoinst a | |

moorings, as well as MMOGs

Table 1: Summary of stakeholder feedback and MMO responses.

Feedback MMO Response

Safety MMO regards safety as paramount and has considered concerns from
stakeholders whilst deciding the approach. MMO understands the need to
anchor in emergency situations as well as to avoid an emergency situation
developing. The voluntary approach allows boat users to use the area if
required for safety reasons.

Economic This strategy aims to allow recreational activities in Studland Bay to continue

and leisure in a sustainable way. Socioeconomic impacts were considered by Defra in

impacts the MCZ designation process and do
the conservation objectives of the site.

Enforcement | A statutory measure is not being introduced at this time for anchoring. MMO

and will monitor the effectiveness of the voluntary approach as well as activity

monitoring levels. MMO will liaise with Natural England regarding their assessment of
feature condition.

Anchoring This strategy includes guidance around moorings to support those interested

alternatives | in applying for a licence to install them. Through this guidance, MMO aims to

and support boat users in creating an alternative to anchoring in sensitive areas.
moorings

Education MMO has sought and taken on-board feedback from a large number of

and stakeholders. We recognise the importance of community support and would

community like to emphasise our aim to work with people to ensure the successful

support protection of Studland Bay MCZ. There will be an education period to support
the introduction of the voluntary approach for anchoring.

Timescales MMO has been engaging with stakeholders since October 2020 and refining
the management approach in response to feedback. As a result of feedback,
we decided on a phased voluntary approach over 2021 and 2022.

No anchoring | MMO introduced a phased voluntary approach to anchoring management

Zone size which involves a smaller interim voluntary no anchor zone in the first phase.
This allowed time for alternatives to anchoring to be implemented before the
zone was extended in 2022 whist allowing the recovery of the site.

Effectiveness | A voluntary approach was been decided by MMO to allow a participatory

of voluntary | approach to management, allowing users of the bay to work collaboratively,

measures with MMO and each other. It is envisaged that through this collaboration, a
voluntary approach will lead to better protection of the site. If the voluntary
approach is found to not be effective, MMO will need to consider whether a
statutory byelaw is more appropriate, or where there is an urgent need to
protect the site, MMO may introduce an emergency byelaw.
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Supporting MMO has sufficient evidence to support the introduction of a voluntary
evidence measure for anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ. Please see Annex 1, section 3
of the Studland Bay MCZ Decision Document’ for details.

Part 1: Anchoring in Studland Bay MCZ

Following feedback from stakeholders, and advice from Natural England, MMO
decided to introduce a phased voluntary approach for the management of anchoring
in Studland Bay MCZ over 2021 and 2022. Stakeholders highlighted the importance
of bringing in measures over time and an education period to support users of the
bay, to ensure compliance. The planned phased voluntary approach allows time for
awareness raising and education. It gives users of the bay time to understand the
measures and explore alternatives to anchoring in sensitive areas of the MCZ. A
voluntary measure also allows a participatory approach to management, allowing
users of the bay to work collaboratively, with MMO and each other. It is envisaged
that through this collaboration, a voluntary approach will lead to better protection of
the site.

1.1 Phased voluntary approach

A voluntary no anchor zone was introduced in two phases over 2021 and 2022 in the
sensitive areas of seagrass.

Phase 11 Interim Voluntary No Anchor Zone

Phase 1 commenced on 17 December 2021. An interim voluntary no anchor zone

will be introduced on this date. Boat users are requested not to anchor in the zoned
area to protect the designated habitats and species which are sensitive to damage

from anchoring.

Figure 2 displays the area where the interim voluntary no anchor zone applied
Please see Annex 1 for coordinates. The zone has been designed to protect features
while still allowing access to Studland Bay for boat users. This interim period allowed
time for boat users to arrange alternatives to anchoring within the protected seagrass
habitat before phase 2 was introduced.

Phase 21 Voluntary No Anchor Zone

Phase 2 commenced on 1 June 2022. In phase 2, the interim zone was extended
to protect a larger area of seagrass habitat. This is now the permanent no anchor
zone within the MCZ.

Figure 3 displays the area where the voluntary zone applies in phase 2. Please see
Annex 1 for coordinates. Please see the monitoring section for more details on the
review.

7 Studland Bay MCZ Decision Document i available online.
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Figure 2: The area where the interim voluntary no anchor zone applied in

Studland Bay MCZ in phase 1 (2021)
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Figure 3: The area where the voluntary no anchor zone applies in Studland Bay

MCZ in phase 2 (2022)
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