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Thank you for your email of 29 June in which you requested the following information:

“This is a request under the freedom of information act.

Can you please inform me as to the exact wording of the oath of allegiance spoken by all
new conscripts into the British Army both at enlisted and commissioned officer level.

What | would like to know specifically is who an enlisted solider/ officer is obligated to
serve due to the oath they have undertaken:

Her majesty the queen
The British Government
The People”

| am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) 2000. A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of
Defence, and | can confirm that the information in scope of your request is held and two versions of
the Oath of allegiance are attached to this letter. The Oath of allegiance has been extracted from
The Soldier and Officers Terms of Service.

Under Section 16 (Advice and Assistance) of the FOIA 2000, it might be helpful if | explain that no
individual has been conscripted into the British Army since 1960.

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first
instance. Following this, if you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content
of this response, you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information
Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-
FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40
working days of the date of this response.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow,
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Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be
found on the Commissioner's website at_https://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely,
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Oath of Allegiance - Christian Version

The British Army is structured and trained for operations, not for the convenience of administration in barracks. On joining the Army
soldiers accept a commitment to serve whenever and wherever they are needed, whatever the difficulties or dangers may be. Such
commitment imposes certain limitations on individual freedom and requires a degree of self-sacrifice. Ultimately it may require soldiers
to lay down their lives. Implicitly it requires those in positions of authority to discharge in full their moral responsibilities to

subordinates. Selfless commitment is reflected in the wording of the Oath of Allegiance. In it, soldiers agree to subordinate their own
interests to those of the unit, Army and Nation, as represented by the Crown:

“I swear by almighty God that | will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and
successors and that | will as in duty bound honestly and
faithfully defend her Majesty, her heirs and successors in
person, crown and dignity against all enemies and will
observe and obey all orders of her Majesty, her heirs and
successors and of the generals and officers set over me.”




Oath of Allegiance — Version for all beliefs.

“I do solemnly, sincerely and truly declare and affirm that |
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors and that | will
as in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend her Majesty,
her heirs and successors in person, crown and dignity
against all enemies and will observe and obey all orders of
her Majesty, her heirs and successors and of the generals
and officers set over me.”

Irrespective of private beliefs, this Oath embodies the context within which the British Army fights and operates. It expresses the
loyalty of every soldier to the Sovereign as Head of State. These relationships find expression in the Colours, Standards and other
emblems of Regimental and Corps spirit, which derive from the Sovereign. Personal commitment is the foundation of military service.
Soldiers must be prepared to serve whenever and wherever required and to do their best at all times. This means putting the needs
of the mission and of the team before personal interests.






