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Main points for the latest week (2 December 
to 8 December) 
Lateral flow device (LFD) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests 
conducted in pillar 2 (virus testing for the wider population) 

Over 4.6 million LFD tests were conducted, an 10.0% increase from the previous week (25 
November to 1 December)  
 
Over 2.1 million PCR tests were conducted, a 14.6% increase from the previous week. 
 
Confirmatory PCR tests 
For self-reported LFD positives that were matched to a confirmatory PCR, 87% were confirmed 
positive by a subsequent PCR test. 
 
For assisted LFD positives that were matched to a confirmatory PCR, 87% were confirmed 
positive by a subsequent PCR test. 
 
LFD tests in education, England 
547,738 LFD tests were conducted within primary schools and nurseries, a 6.5% increase from 
the previous week. 
 
865,309 LFD tests were conducted within secondary schools and colleges, a 2.1% increase 
from the previous week. 
 
LFD and PCR tests in care homes, England 
536,519 LFD tests were reported in care homes, a 1.5% increase since the previous week. 
 
498,134 PCR tests were reported in care homes, an increase of 23.4% from the previous week. 
 
LFD tests taken by NHS staff, England 
In the week ending 8 December, 101,704 LFD tests were reported by NHS primary care staff, a 
8.6% increase on the previous week. 
 
In the week ending 8 December, 31,582 tests were reported by other NHS employees, a 9.1% 
increase on the previous week. 
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In the week ending 1 December, 254,798 LFD tests were reported by staff in NHS Trusts, a 
4.3% increase from the previous week.1 

  

 
1 The timing of the weekly process of submission by NHS trusts means that data for the latest week is not 
available. Figures for tests conducted by staff in NHS trusts are therefore published with an additional week's lag in 
comparison to the rest of the data in this publication. For more information see the NHS Test and Trace 
methodology. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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Introduction 
This statistical publication provides information on rapid testing for people without coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms in England. This includes: 
 
• the number of LFD tests and confirmatory PCR tests conducted by test result 
• the number of LFD tests and confirmatory PCR tests conducted linked to education 

settings 
• the number of LFD and PCR tests conducted in care homes 
• the number of LFD tests conducted by NHS staff 
• the number of LFD tests conducted in private and public sector workplaces 

This publication focuses on rapid testing using lateral flow device (LFD) tests. However, 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests are included where appropriate, either for comparison or 
where regular asymptomatic PCR testing is used. All data used in the report can be found in the 
‘Tests conducted’ data tables on the Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page. This 
includes information on both LFD and PCR tests at lower tier local authority level. 
 
The data in this release can be used to:  
 
• determine the effectiveness of NHS Test and Trace in the expansion of rapid 

asymptomatic testing 
• monitor the levels of testing and positive test results amongst various settings such 

as in education, care homes and by NHS staff 

This data should not be used to:  
 
• calculate the prevalence of COVID-19 in the wider population 
• calculate case positivity rates, the reasons for which are explained in the About this 

data section 
• assess the effectiveness of the testing types used in England 
• compare the mass testing programmes across nations 

PCR and LFD case positivity rates are published within National flu and COVID-19 surveillance 
reports and PCR positivity rates are also published on the Coronavirus in the UK dashboard. 
Further information on prevalence and positivity rate can be found in the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) Infection Survey. 
 
The figures in this report include LFD tests which were registered through the National Testing 
Programme digital infrastructure. They also now include the number of tests reported by 
secondary care NHS staff which were registered via a different route. 
 
See the About this data section for more information. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/conditionsanddiseases/bulletins/coronaviruscovid19infectionsurveypilot/latest
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Publication update 
This publication does not include information specifically on the Omicron Variant of Concern. 
 
As noted in the release published on 25 November, this report will not be published on 30 
December 2021 (for the period covering 16 December to 22 December 2021) and 6 January 
2022 (for the period covering 23 December to 29 December 2021). This is due to data delivery 
and quality concerns anticipated over the Christmas and New Year reporting period. Normal 
publication routine will resume on 13 January with the report including the previously unreported 
3-week period to 5 January 2022. 
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Background 

Types of tests 
PCR tests 
PCR tests check for the genetic material of the coronavirus in the sample, which is taken using 
a swab and is processed in a lab via a polymerase chain reaction (PCR). This type of test is 
predominantly used: 
 
• for anyone who has symptoms 
• to confirm a positive LFD test result 
• for regular asymptomatic testing in social care 
 
Lateral flow device tests 
LFD tests, often referred to as rapid tests, test for the presence of proteins called ‘antigens’ 
which are produced by the virus. They are swab tests that give results in 30 minutes or less, 
without the need for processing in a laboratory. These tests are primarily used for those who do 
not have symptoms. 
 
From 21 October 2020, LFD tests were made available in limited capacity except where rapid 
testing pilots were conducted. Since then, their availability has expanded, initially to a broader 
range of settings and from 9 April 2021 to everyone in England. 
 
Prior to 27 January 2021, if an individual received a positive LFD test result, they were routinely 
asked to take a PCR test to confirm this. Between 27 January and 29 March 2021, confirmatory 
PCR was suspended, except for those self-reporting their test result and for some other use 
cases such as testing for cross-channel hauliers. From 30 March 2021, confirmatory PCR 
testing was reinstated for all positive LFD tests, taking into account the lower prevalence of 
COVID-19 and the benefits of PCR testing for detecting variants of concern. 
 
Rapid testing for people without symptoms 
Rapid testing using LFD tests is currently being offered to people who do not have symptoms, in 
a range of different settings such as education providers, care homes and workplaces. In 
addition, anyone in England can now obtain LFD tests for the purposes of regular asymptomatic 
testing. See regular rapid coronavirus tests if you do not have symptoms for more information. 
 
Some LFD testing is carried out at asymptomatic test sites, in a range of settings such as 
universities, schools, care homes and workplaces. They are also set up by local authorities as 
part of the community testing programme. Testing at these sites is assisted: a person will take a 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-testing-explainer/community-testing-a-guide-for-local-delivery#how-the-community-testing-programme-works
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swab test under the supervision of a trained operator who then processes the test and reads 
and records the result. 
 
Most LFD testing is now carried out entirely by individuals themselves (that is an individual 
takes their own test, unassisted, and reports their own result). For more information see 
understanding lateral flow tests for people without symptoms. 
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms


Weekly statistics for rapid asymptomatic testing (England) 

9 

LFD tests conducted2, England3 
The number of LFD tests conducted rose sharply to a recent peak of just over 6.0 million in the 
week ending 8 September 2021 following the start of the academic year in schools and 
colleges. Following that peak, the number of LFD tests conducted and reported have decreased 
overall including a sharp drop between 21 October and 3 November, which coincided with 
autumn half term in schools and colleges.  
 
The number of LFD tests conducted has increased to 4,693,993 in the latest week (2 December 
to 8 December ) compared with 4,267,048 tests in the previous week. Of the LFD tests 
conducted and reported in the latest week, 67,290 tests returned a positive result, an increase 
from 64,244 tests in the previous week (25 November to 1 December), and in the same period 
4,622,056 tests returned a negative result, an increase from 4,198,700 tests in the previous 
week. Since LFD tests were introduced, 1,504,026 positive results and 199,548,856 negative 
results have been reported. 
 
In comparison, 2,131,153 PCR tests were conducted in the latest week (2 December to 8 
December), which is an increase from 1,859,285 tests in the previous week. In the latest week, 
279,030 PCR tests were returned positive in comparison with 254,424 positive tests in the 
previous week. This is an increase of 24,606 positive tests from the previous week. 
 
PCR and LFD tests have different uses and are therefore applied in different situations (see the 
Types of tests section above for more information). The primary purpose of rapid LFD testing is 
to identify people with COVID-19 who do not have symptoms. As the number of LFD tests 
conducted increases, more asymptomatic positive cases are identified earlier and therefore they 
are less likely to transmit the virus to their contacts. 
 

The total number of LFD tests conducted and reported does not include tests taken by staff in 
NHS trusts as they report via a different route. These figures are reported separately in the 
section for tests conducted by staff in NHS trusts and have an additional week’s time lag 
(because they are collated weekly by trusts). The data therefore cannot be combined on a 
weekly basis to give an overall total number of LFD tests conducted. 

 
2 Total LFD tests conducted are under reported in the period covering 21 to 30 July 2021 inclusive due to a minor 
data quality issue which affects around 1% of tests conducted during those periods. If you are using this data 
including these periods, please be aware the associated totals may be affected by this data quality issue. 
3 Counts of LFD tests conducted do not include tests which weren’t reported through the National Testing 
Programme digital infrastructure. The majority of those not included are tests taken by staff in NHS trusts which are 
reported separately in the publication. 
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Figure 1. Number of LFD and PCR tests conducted, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_1’ and ‘table_3’ tabs of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021 data tables’ on 
Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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Confirmatory PCR tests 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 549 positive LFD test results were reported from an 
asymptomatic test site, of which 371 were matched to a confirmatory PCR test4. Of those 371 
matched PCR tests, 324 (87%) were positive. For self-reported LFD tests, 66,741 positive test 
results were reported, of which 52,587 were matched to a confirmatory PCR test. Of those 
52,587 matched PCR tests, 45,712 (87%) were positive. The remaining PCR tests were 
negative or void, however there are multiple reasons why an LFD test result and a PCR test 
result might differ. For more information on why an LFD test result and a PCR test result might 
differ see. 
 
Since 9 April 2021, LFD tests have been made available to everyone, and anyone who receives 
a positive test result is advised to take a confirmatory PCR test. Historically, LFD testing was 
provided only in specific settings, with differences in the groups of individuals tested and the 
frequency of testing. The confirmatory PCR rate is likely to differ across these various LFD test 
settings and we intend to publish more information on this in the future. 
 

Figures for confirmatory PCR tests taken after a positive LFD test result at an asymptomatic test 
site (assisted) are also published in the accompanying data tables. 

There are a number of possible reasons why the results of the initial LFD and the confirmatory 
PCR may be different: 
 
• issues in correctly reading or recording the result for LFDs, leading to reporting a 

positive result when it was negative 
• the initial LFD may have incorrectly returned a positive result, which occurs in less 

than 1 in 1,000 tests 
• the confirmatory PCR may have incorrectly returned a negative result which can 

occur if the sampling technique was poor. More information on false negatives in 
PCR testing can be found here: GOS: Impact of false positives and negatives 

• the time delay between the taking of the 2 tests means that it is possible for an 
individual to have correctly tested positive when they took the LFD and then correctly 
negative when they took the PCR 

Of all the confirmatory PCRs identified for self-reported LFDs, 85% were taken within one day of 
the LFD test meaning this is unlikely to be the reason for the negative confirmatory PCR test. 

The data presented here is in line with previously published analysis Lateral flow device 
specificity in phase 4 by NHS Test and Trace, which shows LFD tests have a specificity of at 
least 99.9%. The findings on specificity, which is a measure of how good the test is at detecting 

 
4 The number of LFD tests not matched to a confirmatory PCR test include those where a confirmatory PCR test 
was not taken within 3 days of the LFD test, or where the LFD test could not be matched to a PCR test in the data. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gos-impact-of-false-positives-and-negatives-3-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lateral-flow-device-specificity-in-phase-4-post-marketing-surveillance/lateral-flow-device-specificity-in-phase-4-post-marketing-surveillance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/lateral-flow-device-specificity-in-phase-4-post-marketing-surveillance/lateral-flow-device-specificity-in-phase-4-post-marketing-surveillance
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true negative cases, show that for every 1,000 lateral flow tests carried out, there is fewer than 
one false positive result. The number of false positives as a proportion of all positive results 
varies depending on the prevalence of COVID-19 within the populations being tested – the 
higher the level of prevalence, the lower the probability that a positive result will be a false 
positive. For more technical information on LFD tests and false positives see NHS Test and 
Trace statistics methodology. 
 

LFD tests conducted as part of testing in 
education, England 
The rapid testing operation has been rolled out differently across the different education 
settings, as summarised in the table below. For more information see the NHS Test and Trace 
statistics methodology. 
 

Academic setting Testing started Frequency Group tested 

Primary schools and 
nurseries 

18 January 2021 Twice a week Staff  

1 March 2021 Twice a week Households and 
bubbles of staff 
and students 

Secondary schools and 
colleges 

4 January 2021 Once a week then 
increased to twice a 
week 

Staff and 
students*  

8 March 2021 Three tests on return 
(spaced 3 to 5 days 
apart) then twice a 
week 

Students 

1 March 2021 Twice a week Households and 
bubbles of staff 
and students 

Higher education 27 November 2020 Twice before leaving 
and twice on return 

Staff and students 

25 January 2021 Twice a week Staff and students 

* Students in this time period only included children of critical workers and those in vulnerable groups who were 
currently attending school. 
 
Between 27 January and 30 March 2021, staff, students, household bubbles and support 
bubbles who tested positive after using a home LFD test kit were required to take a confirmatory 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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PCR test, and those who tested positive from an LFD test taken at an on-site test centre did not. 
From 30 March 2021, the requirement to take a confirmatory PCR test was reinstated for all 
positive LFD tests. For more information on the testing methods for the different phases of 
education see the NHS Test and Trace statistics methodology. 
 
All secondary school pupils should receive 2 on-site LFD tests, 3 to 5 days apart, on their return 
in the autumn term. Students as well as staff should then continue to test twice weekly at home 
until the end of September, when this will be reviewed. For more information on testing in 
schools the different phases of education see the Schools COVID-19 operational guidance. 
 
For higher education, on arrival at university, students are advised to take 2 LFD tests (3 to 4 
days apart) using home test kits or at an on-site testing facility. This is to reduce the risk of 
transmission following the movement of students across the country. Students and staff should 
test twice each week using home test kits or at an on-site testing facility until the end of 
September, when this will be reviewed. For information on testing in higher education please 
see the Higher education COVID-19 operational guidance. 
 
LFD testing in primary schools and nurseries 
In the week beginning 16 September, over 500,000 LFD tests were conducted within primary 
schools and nurseries as the start of new academic year in schools. Since then, the number of 
LFD tests conducted decreased to just over 460,000 in the week ending 20 October. The 
number of tests conducted drop further to just under 325,000 in week ending 27 October as this 
coincided with autumn half term in schools. After that week, the number of tests conducted has 
increased to just over 400,000 as schools re-opened. In the latest week ending 8 December, 
the number of tests conducted increased to 547,738 compared with 514,475 tests in the 
previous week. Of those 11,172 positive test results were returned in the latest week within 
primary schools and nurseries, a decrease from 11,322 positive results in the previous week.  
 

LFD testing in secondary schools and colleges 
Similarly, within secondary schools and colleges, the number of LFD tests conducted peaked at 
over 3.2 million in the week ending 8 September 2021 coinciding with testing on the return to 
schools. Tests conducted then steadily decreased to just over 500,000 in the week ending 27 
October, coinciding with half-term in schools. Following that drop, the number of tests 
conducted rose to just over 800,000 with the return to schools and colleges after the half term 
break. In the latest week (2 December to 8 December), the number of tests conducted within 
secondary schools and colleges increased to 865,309 compared with 847,404 in the previous 
week. The number of positive test results decreased in the latest week to 14,228 compared with 
15,767 in the previous week. 
 
The total number of LFD tests taken in secondary schools and colleges includes tests not 
registered. The full breakdown of tests registered and not registered in secondary schools and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses/higher-education-covid-19-operational-guidance
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colleges is available in 'table_7’ of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021 data 
tables’ on the Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page. 
 

LFD testing in higher education 

Figures for LFD testing in higher education establishments were first removed from the bulletin 
on 26 August 2021 due to an identified data quality issue, believed to be caused by students re-
registering themselves when moving from their university address to their home address at the 
end of the academic year. This issue caused the number of tests by higher education students 
to be revised down by around 90,000 tests in total for the period 20 May 2021 to the most 
recent week, with the drop being up to 20 per cent for some weeks. Therefore, the current 
published figures are likely to underestimate the level of testing and this should be considered 
when using the data on higher education testing. 

The number of LFD tests conducted in higher education increased from just over 50,000 in 
week beginning from 9 September to a recent peak of just under 125,000 in the week ending 6 
October. This increase in LFD testing coincided with the start of the academic year in higher 
education institutions. Following that sharp increase, the number of tests conducted has 
decreased to 100,000 tests a week. In the latest week (2 December to 8 December), 113,042 
LFD tests were conducted in higher education, which is an increase from 101,361 in the 
previous week. Of the tests reported during the latest week, 1,073 tests were returned as 
positive compared to 729 in the previous week. 
 

The number of positive test results is not published as a proportion of the total tests conducted 
due to the data quality. See the Data quality section for more information. In addition, because 
there are differences in the testing operation between the different phases of education, they 
cannot be directly compared.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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Figure 2. Number of LFD tests conducted in education, by phase of education, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_7’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December data tables’ on the Weekly statistics 
for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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LFD tests conducted and confirmatory PCR tests by 
secondary school students 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 415,039 LFD tests were taken by students in secondary 
schools which is a decrease from 421,784 tests in the previous week. Of these 12,021 tests 
were assisted at a test site and 403,018 tests were self-reported. 
 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 8,893 positive LFD tests were received by secondary 
school students, of which 52 were assisted at a test site and 8,841 were self-reported5. Of those 
which were self-reported, 7,330, were matched to a confirmatory PCR test6 and 6,458 (88%) 
received a subsequent positive PCR test result, the remaining 872 (12%) were negative or void. 
 

LFD tests conducted and confirmatory PCR tests by 
staff in schools 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 557,982 LFD tests were taken by staff in schools, which 
is an increase from 545,031 tests in the previous week. Of these, 927 tests were assisted at a 
test site and 557,055 tests were self-reported. 
 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 5,654 self-reported positive LFD tests were received by 
school staff7. Of those which were self-reported, 4,826 were matched to a confirmatory PCR 
test8 and 4,127 (86%) received a subsequent positive PCR test result, the remaining 699 (14%) 
were negative or void. 
 
The advice for an individual to take a confirmatory PCR test after a positive LFD test result was 
reinstated for all positive LFD tests from 30 March 2021. Therefore, the confirmatory PCR data 
for those assisted LFD tests taken at asymptomatic test sites cannot be directly compared 
across the full time period or to those taken at home before 30 March 20215. 
 
There are a number of possible reasons why the results of the initial LFD and the confirmatory 
PCR may be different. These are listed in the confirmatory PCR section. 
 

  

 
5 The data for confirmatory PCRs for LFDs taken at school-specific asymptomatic test sites can be found in the 
‘table_9’ and ‘table_10’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021 data tables’ on the Weekly 
statistics for NHS Test and Trace page. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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LFD tests conducted by staff, household bubbles 
and support bubbles 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 222,040 LFD tests were taken by staff in secondary 
schools, an increase from 215,714 in the previous week. Similarly, the number of tests taken by 
staff in primary schools and nurseries has increased to 335,942 tests, from 329,317 tests in the 
previous week.  
 
181,563 tests were taken by individuals that belong to a household bubble of a student or staff 
member at school or nursery and 20,126 tests were taken by individuals in their support 
bubbles. The number of tests conducted by household bubbles and support bubbles have 
increased in comparison to the previous week. 
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Figure 3. Number of LFD tests conducted by staff and students in secondary schools, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_8’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021 data tables’ on the Weekly 
statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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Tests conducted and registered to care 
home settings, England 
Asymptomatic testing, using both rapid LFD tests and PCR tests has been rolled out differently 
across different care home settings and their residents, staff, and visitors, as summarised in the 
table below.  
 
The number of tests conducted in care homes includes residents, staff, and visitors tested via 
test kits directly sent to the care home which were registered. It will not include care home 
residents, staff, or visitors who are tested via a different route, for example at a regional or local 
test site or a mobile testing unit or tests that were not registered.  
 
For more information see the NHS Test and Trace methodology. 
 
Care setting Dates Frequency Test kit 

Care home residents 7 June 2020 to 
present 

Monthly 
 
In the event of an outbreak: day 1 and 
between days 4 to 7 

PCR 

22 February 
2021 to present 

In the event of an outbreak: 
day 1 and between days 4 to 7 at 
health protection team discretion 

LFD 

Care home staff 7 June 2020 to 
present 

Weekly 
 
In the event of an outbreak: 
day 1 and between days 4 to 7 

PCR 

23 December 
2020 to present 

Twice weekly 
 
In the event of a positive case in the 
care home: daily until 5 days without a 
positive 

LFD 

Care home indoor 
visitors 

8 March 2021 to 
present 

Weekly – essential care givers PCR 

8 March 2021 to 
present 

Twice weekly – essential care givers LFD 

2 December 
2020 to present*  

On arrival LFD 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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Care setting Dates Frequency Test kit 

Care home visiting 
professionals – CQC 
inspectors 
 

14 December 
2020 to present 

Weekly PCR 

22 March 2021 
to present 

Before visit LFD 

Care home visiting 
professionals – all 
other professionals 
 

14 December 
2020 to present 
 

On arrival, unless part of a regular 
testing regime and can provide proof 
of a negative result within last 72 
hours 

LFD 

* Close contact visits with LFD testing began on 2 December 2020 but ceased on 6 January 2021 because of the 
national lockdown. Throughout the period of national restrictions, visits were limited to outdoors, in visiting pods, or 
with a substantial screen; as well as those in exceptional circumstances such as end of life. 
 
DHSC also publishes care home testing data in the monthly Adult social care in England 
statistics. This publication uses the same data source but has a different methodology for 
presenting testing in care homes therefore differences in the figures will occur, see the NHS 
Test and Trace methodology for more information. 
 

PCR and LFD tests conducted and registered to 
care home settings, England 
Since the beginning of 2021 both PCRs and LFDs conducted in care homes have fluctuated but 
have remained broadly stable. 
 
In the latest week (2 December to 8 December), the number of PCRs conducted has increased 
to 498,134, compared to 403,675 in the previous week ( 25 November to 1 December). 
 
In the latest week ending 8 December, 536,519 LFD tests were conducted and registered to 
care homes, which is an increase compared to 528,351 tests in the previous week.  
 
Of the LFD tests conducted in the latest week (2 December to 8 December), 967 tests returned 
a positive result, and 535,404 tests returned a negative result. Since LFD tests were introduced, 
50,151 positive results and 25,851,263 negative results have been reported.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/adult-social-care-in-england-monthly-statistics-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/adult-social-care-in-england-monthly-statistics-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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Figure 4. Number of LFD and PCR tests conducted in care homes, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_11’ and ‘table_12’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021: data tables’ 
document on the Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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LFD testing in care homes by staff and residents 
The number of LFD tests conducted by staff in care homes has increased to 403,308 in the 
latest week (2 December to 8 December) from 399,577 tests in the previous week. Of these, 
668 returned a positive result compared to 651 in the previous week. 
 
In the latest week (2 December to 8 December), 13,375 LFD tests were conducted by care 
home residents, an increase from 13,052 in the previous week. 
 

LFD testing in care homes by visitors and visiting 
professionals 
In the latest week (2 December to 8 December ), 8,235 LFD tests were taken by visiting 
professionals in care homes, which is a slight increase from 8,226 in the previous week. The 
number of tests conducted by visitors has increased to 92,312 in the latest week compared to 
91,057 in the previous week (25 November to 1 December). 
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Figure 5. Number of LFD tests reported in care homes by organisation role, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_12’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December: data tables’ document on the 
Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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LFD tests reported by NHS staff, England 
Rapid asymptomatic testing by NHS staff began in November 2020 and has since expanded to 
include the following groups. All positive LFD test results in the NHS are followed up with a 
confirmatory PCR and contact tracing activities are trigged by the PCR test result. 
 
Group tested Date Frequency 

Staff in NHS trusts November 2020 Twice weekly 

Staff in primary care December 2020 Twice weekly 

NHS-commissioned services in the independent sector January 2021 Twice weekly 

 
Staff in primary care and those in the independent sector delivering NHS services self-report 
their test result through the Test and Trace GOV.UK portal, whereas staff in NHS trusts report 
their results to their employer. The NHS trust then submits data for their staff to NHS Digital 
(formerly to Public Health England) which is separate to reporting through the National Testing 
Programme digital infrastructure. This separate reporting system was established this way 
because NHS secondary care providers began testing with LFD’s before an NHS Digital 
reporting solution for trusts was built. Because of this, the figures for NHS trusts are not 
included in the national figures for the number of LFD tests conducted reported via this route. 
We report them separately here. 
 
Staff in NHS trusts and services are able to access additional forms of testing along with lateral 
flow testing, including asymptomatic testing with PCR and LAMP (loop mediated isothermal 
amplification). NHS staff testing via these additional methods are not included in these figures. 
 

The number of positive test results received by NHS staff is not published as a proportion of the 
total tests conducted because individuals test repeatedly and therefore cannot be compared 
with other testing regimes. See the Data quality section for more information. 

LFD tests reported by NHS primary care staff 
Primary care services provide the first point of contact in the healthcare system, acting as the 
‘front door’ of the NHS. Primary care includes general practice, community pharmacy, dental, 
and optometry (eye health) services. 
 
The number of LFD tests reported by primary care staff has declined overall since February 
2021. In the latest week (2 December to 8 December), 101,704 LFD tests were reported by 
NHS primary care staff which is an increase from 93,661 in the previous week. 448 positive LFD 
test results were returned in the latest week by NHS primary care staff, an increase from 366 in 
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the previous week. Since LFD testing for primary care staff began, there have been a total of 
11,234 positive test results. 
 

LFD tests reported by staff in NHS trusts 
NHS trusts include acute and specialist hospitals, community, mental health and learning 
disability and ambulance services. Staff in NHS trusts report their test results via their employer, 
which is separate to reporting through the National Testing Program digital infrastructure. These 
tests are therefore not included in the total number of LFD tests conducted reported earlier in 
the bulletin. 
 
The timing of the weekly process of submission by NHS trusts means that data for the latest 
week is not available. Figures for tests conducted by staff in NHS trusts are therefore published 
with an additional week's lag in comparison to the rest of the data in this publication. For more 
information see the NHS Test and Trace statistics methodology. 
 
The number of LFD tests reported by staff in NHS trusts has been on a steady decline since 
January 2021. In the latest week (25 November to 1 December), the number of LFD tests 
reported by staff in NHS trusts increased to 254,798 from 244,260 tests in the previous week 
(18 November to 24 November). Of the tests reported during the latest week, 894 tests were 
positive, an increase from 837 in the previous week. 
 

LFD tests reported by other NHS staff (including the 
independent sector) 
Most tests reported by other NHS staff, include members of staff working in the independent 
sector who have also had access to twice weekly LFD testing. Over the past 3 months, the 
number of LFD tests reported by other NHS staff remained stable around 25,000. In the latest 
week ending 8 December, 31,582 tests were conducted by other NHS employees which is an 
increase from 28,961 tests in the previous week (25 November to 1 December) and 130 
positive test results were reported, an increase from 100 in the previous week.  
 
Within the NHS the majority of staff work in NHS trusts, followed by primary care and then the 
independent sector, hence testing volumes will reflect the number of staff working in each 
setting.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology


Weekly statistics for rapid asymptomatic testing (England) 

26 

Figure 6. Number of LFD tests reported by primary care NHS staff, staff in NHS trusts and other NHS staff, England 

 
This data can be found in the ‘table_13’, ‘table_14’ and ‘table_15’ tabs of the ‘NHS Test and Trace statistics, 28 May 2020 to 8 
December 2021: data tables’ document on the Weekly statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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Tests conducted and registered to 
workplace settings, England 
Asymptomatic testing, using rapid LFD tests, has been rolled out across private and public 
sector workplace settings as summarised in the table below. 
 
The number of tests conducted in private sector workplace settings in this release is limited to 
test kits directly sent to the private companies which were registered. It does not include tests 
undertaken by private sector staff via a different route, for example at a regional or local test site 
or a mobile testing unit. 
 
LFD testing via asymptomatic test sites at public sector workplaces was initially made available 
to organisations as part of a pilot before later expanding to include all workplaces that chose to 
sign up. Similarly, some public sector staff began self-reporting their test results at home during 
a 5-week trial period in March, after which self-reporting was expanded to all government 
departments. For more information see the NHS Test and Trace methodology. 
 
Sector Dates Frequency Test kit 

Private sector 
staff 

5 November 2020 to present Twice weekly LFD (assisted) 

6 April 2021 to present  Twice weekly LFD (self-report) 

Public sector 
staff 

November 2020 to present Twice weekly LFD (assisted) 

March 2021 to present Twice weekly LFD (self-report) 
 

LFD tests conducted and registered to private and 
public sector workplace settings 
The number of LFD test conducted within private sector workplace settings has been on the 
decline from over 220,000 in the week beginning 1 July. In the latest week (2 December to 8 
December ), 113,493 tests were reported which is an increase from 105,760 in the previous 
week. Of the tests conducted in the latest week, 546 tests returned a positive result, a decrease 
from 591 in the previous week (25 November to 1 December). 
 
The number of LFD tests conducted in the public sector workplace settings has declined overall 
since it peaked at over 64,000 in the week beginning 22 April. In the latest week (2 December to 
8 December), 28,545 LFD tests were conducted within public sector workplace settings, an 
increase from 26,330 in the previous week. Of the test conducted in the last week, 143 returned 
a positive result, a decrease from 162 positive tests in the previous week (25 November to 1 
December).

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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Figure 7. Number of LFD tests conducted and registered in private and public workplace settings, England 

 
This data can be found in the 'table_16’ tab of the ‘Tests conducted: 28 May 2020 to 8 December 2021 data tables’ on the Weekly 
statistics for NHS Test and Trace page.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-statistics-for-nhs-test-and-trace-england-2-to-8-december-2021
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About this data 
Lateral flow device tests were first made available from 21 October 2020 in England. This data 
contains LFD tests reported through the existing National Testing Programme digital 
infrastructure and does not include LFD tests conducted where the tests were not registered via 
this route that is used to collect data for this report. 
 
The following use cases for LFD tests are not currently reporting results digitally into Test and 
Trace systems, and therefore are excluded from this report: 
 
• testing for some staff in private sector industries 
• testing for some hauliers, these are published separately at haulier coronavirus 

testing 
 
In these cases, test results should be reported directly into UK Health Security Agency. In 
future, all LFD tests will be reported via the existing National Testing Programme digital 
infrastructure and will be included. 
 
A full explanation of the data sources and methods used to produce these statistics can be 
found in the NHS Test and Trace methodology. 
 

Data quality 
Given the importance of this service and the commitment of NHS Test and Trace to be open 
and transparent with the public it serves, this data is being released at the earliest possible 
opportunity. However, the caveats and data quality issues in this section should be taken into 
consideration when interpreting results, and this analysis should be taken in the wider context of 
COVID-19 statistics. 
 
An LFD test produces a result on the device almost immediately, without it being automatically 
recorded, therefore some results might not be captured. For settings where self-reporting LFD 
testing procedures6 are in place, it is likely that the number of tests conducted are under-
reported. It is however their statutory duty to do so, and easier reporting tools are being rolled 
out to support these individuals to report their tests as quickly and efficiently as possible. It is 
possible that tests with a negative result are more likely to be affected, therefore it is not 
advisable to calculate a positivity rate with the data. 
 
Positive test results are not published as a proportion of the total number of tests conducted. 
There are several reasons why it is not advisable to calculate a positivity rate with this data: 
 

 
6 Self-reporting LFDs are where the individual carrying out the test on themselves is expected to report their own 
test and subsequent result. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/haulier-coronavirus-testing
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/haulier-coronavirus-testing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
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• the number of tests conducted is not deduplicated, which is the process of removing 
multiple results from the same person and refers to the number of tests taken and 
not the number of people tested. Because people can have more than one test, the 
number of tests conducted therefore cannot be compared with prevalence or case 
positivity rates 

• rapid testing is primarily used for repeat testing of asymptomatic individuals and the 
frequency of testing varies across different settings, therefore positivity rates would 
not be directly comparable 

• the potential underreporting of tests conducted by individuals self-reporting is likely 
to affect the proportion of negatives and positives thus skewing any positivity rate 
calculation 

 
More information on data limitations and how the figures in this publication can and can’t be 
used is outlined in the NHS Test and Trace methodology. 
 

Future developments 
We continue to explore the feasibility of adding new breakdowns to the publication on rapid 
testing to support user needs. Any future additions will be flagged here to signal forthcoming 
inclusion. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-test-and-trace-statistics-england-methodology
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About the UK Health Security Agency 

The UK Health Security Agency is an executive agency, sponsored by the Department 
of Health and Social Care. 
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