
Studland Bay
Protecting our precious
marine habitats together



Recreational boaters who use, visit and enjoy Studland Bay are
being asked to help protect its precious habitats for the future.  
 
After much consultation with the boating community and users
of the bay, a voluntary no-anchor zone has been introduced to
help reduce damage caused by boats dropping and weighing
anchors.
 
The Marine Management Organisation is encouraging
everyone to work together to protect Studland Bay Marine
Conservation Zone. The site’s seagrass beds are home to a
protected species of seahorse and other wildlife, as well as
forming important nursery grounds for fish stocks.
 
The voluntary no-anchor zone introduced on 17 December
2021 became a permanent larger area in June 2022. 

Not to be used for navigation.  Contains public sector information licenced under the Open Government
Licence v 3.0.  Contains Marine Management Organisation, Ordnance Survey and Natural England data.
© Marine Management Organisation copyright and database right 2021.  © Crown copyright and database
right 2021. Please see our website for further information on the voluntary no-anchor zone.



Why do we need to act now?

Studland Bay is a popular destination with a high
level of boating activity 

Anchors from recreational boats can damage
seagrass fronds and roots when they embed into
the seabed 

Dragging an anchor can uproot seagrass and
anchor chains can scrape the seabed 

Avoid anchoring in seagrass beds located off
South Beach out to Old Harry Rocks 

Be cautious when moving in the nearshore area
of South Beach as seagrass beds and the
breeding areas for the legally protected long-
snouted seahorses, (also known as spiny
seahorses), may be disturbed

See the Green Blue's Guide to Anchoring and
Mooring for tips and guidance on anchoring and
navigating with care 

Only anchor in the seagrass beds in an
emergency or if required for safety reasons 

 

Please enjoy Studland Bay responsibly! 

How you can help

https://thegreenblue.org.uk/the-green-blue-publishes-anchoring-and-mooring-guide-for-recreational-boaters/


Between 17th December 2021-31st May 2022, the area where the interim voluntary
no anchor zone applied in Studland Bay MCZ in phase 1 is enclosed by a series of
geodesic lines drawn from:

Point 1 - 50°38.9814’N 01° 57.0306’W; to Point 2 - 50°38.9814’N 01° 56.7150’W; to
Point 3 - 50°38.9214’N 01° 56.6820’W; to Point 4 - 50°38.8314’N 01° 56.5890’W; to
Point 5 - 50°38.7618’N 01° 56.4906’W; to Point 6 - 50°38.7000’N 01° 56.3508’W; to
Point 7 - 50°38.7000’N 01° 56.2746’W; to the boundary of the MCZ at
Point 8 - 50°38.4948’N 01° 56.0730’W; following the boundary of the MCZ to
Point 9 - 50°38.4690’N 01° 56.3676’W; to Point 10 - 50°38.7504’N 01° 56.8620’W; to
Point 11 - 50°38.8146’N 01° 56.9256’W; and returning to point 1. 

Voluntary no anchor zone coordinates

From 1st June 2022, the area where the voluntary no anchor zone applies
in Studland Bay MCZ in phase 2 (as of 01 June 2022)  is enclosed by a series of
geodesic lines drawn from: 

Point 1 - 50°38.9814’N 01°57.0306’W; to Point 2 - 50°38.9814’N 01°56.7072’W; to
Point 3 - 50°38.8752’N 01°56.4324’W; to Point 4 - 50°38.9868’N 01°55.8966’W; to
Point 5 - 50°38.9094’N 01°55.6782’W; to the boundary of the MCZ at
Point 6 - 50°38.5188’N 01°55.4568’W; following the boundary of the MCZ to
Point 7 - 50°38.4690’N 01°56.3676’W; to Point 8 - 50°38.7504’N 01°56.8620’W; to
Point 9 - 50°38.8146’N 01°56.9256’W; and returning to point 1.

For more information on the voluntary no
anchor zone, please see our website at
www.gov.uk/mmo or scan the QR code.

Further information

** Seagrass & seahorse credit: © Neil Garrick-Maidment/The Seahorse Trust 
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