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Preface

Legal Basis

1. Agriculture in the United Kingdom (AUK) 2020 fulfils the requirement under the
Agriculture Act 1993 that Ministers publish an annual report on such matters relating
to price support for agricultural produce as they consider relevant. The Government
will draw on this information when considering the policy issues, including proposals
by the European Commission in respect to the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
and the provision of agricultural support.

Changes

2. Some of the figures now given for past years may differ from those published in
proceeding issues. This is because of the use of later information, changes in scope
and nature of available data, and improvements in statistical methods. Where
modi fications to the dat a Ikheaddedtodhe chapteh Revi s
to explain the changes.

National Statistics status

3. National Statistics status guarantees that our statistics meet the highest standards of
trustworthiness, quality and public value, and it is our responsibility to maintain
compliance with these standards. These statistics last underwent a full assessment
[Assessment Report 271 Statistics on Agriculture] against the Code of Practice for
Statistics in 2014. Since the latest review by the Office for Statistics Regulation, we
have continued to comply with the Code of Practice for Statistics. We have also
made improvements to enhance the quality of this publication by improving quality
assurance procedures.

Content of document

4. The latest available data are used throughout this document. Most of the data are on
calendar year basis and for 2020. Some data for 2020 are provisional and may be
revised as more data becomes available. Where 2020 data are not yet available the
most recent data is presented.

5.  The following points apply throughout:

1. Allfigures relate to the United Kingdom unless otherwise stated
2. Unless stated otherwise, Defra is the source for all data presented in tables and charts
3. In the tables
- means o6nil & or énegligibled (less than
means o6not availabled or énot applicabl

4. The figures for imports and expdtide those from intervention stocks and the figures for exports
include rexports. Imports are based on country of consignment. Exports are based on country
reported final destination. The source of overseas trade statistics is HM Rev@sue and Cust
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5. Where statistics are shown for the European Union (EU) as a whole they represent the present
Member States in all the years regardless of when they became members
6. Values are expressed as either current or as a real term value:
7. Current (or nominal) @aduthe value expressed in historical monetary terms

8. Real term value is the current value adjusted to take account of inflation
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Summary

All figures relate to 2020 and change between 2019 and 2020 unless otherwise stated
Farm Structures

1  The Utilised Agricu ltural Area (UAA) decreased by 1.5% to 17.3 million
hectares, covering 71% of land in the UK.

1  The total croppable area decreased by 1.8% to 6.0 million hectares.
1  The cereal crops area decreased by 5.4% to 3.0 million hectares.

1  The area of oilseed crops planted decreased by 24% to 415 thousand
hectares.

1  The total number of cattle and calves decreased by 1.3% to 9.6 million. The
beef and dairy herds remained largely unchanged at approximately 1.5 and 1.9
million animals, respectively.

1  Total pig numbers decreased by 0.5% to 5.1 million.
1  Sheep and lamb numbers decreased by 2.6% to 32.7 million.

1  The total labour force on commercial holdings decreased by 0.8% to 472
thousand.

Incomes and productivity

1 In2020agr i cul tureds contr icbomdmy avasOdBoandh e nat
its share of employment was 1.44%. Both figures were almost unchanged from
2019.

1 Farm Business Income (FBI) varies greatly with just over a fifth of UK farms
failing to make a positive FBI in 2019/20 while 26% of farms had a FBI of over
£50,000.

1  Total Income from Farming (TIFF) is estimated to have been £4.1billion, a fall
of £768m (15.7%)

The value of Gross Output fell by £764m (2.8%) to £26.7bn.
The cost of intermediate consumption  fell by £88m (0.5%) to £17.3bn.
Gross value added at basic prices (GVA) fell by £676m (6.7%) to £9.4bn.

= = =2 =1

The annual Agricultural Price Index (API)  for agricultural outputs increased by
4.6%, while for agricultural inputs it decreased by 0.2%.

1  Total factor productivity  of UK agriculture decreased by 6.7%. This was
driven by a decrease in overall levels of production combined with a small
increase in volumes of inputs.
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Commaodities

1 Harvested production of wheat decreased by 40% to 9.7 million tonnes, the
smallest UK wheat harvest since 1981. The value of production was 36% lower
at just under £1.6bn.

1 Harvested production of barley increased by 0.9% to 8.1 million tonnes. The
value of production was 1.7% lower at £1.1bn.

1 Sugar beet production decreased by 23% to just under 6 million tonnes. The
value of production was 18% lower at £172m.

The value of vegetable production increased by 8.8% to £1.6bn.

The value of fruit production increased by 16% to just over £1bn.

The value of beef and veal increased by 4.0% to £2.9bn

The value of pig meat increased by 10% to £1.4bn

The value of mutton and lamb production increased by 9.4% to £1.3bn

The value of poultry meat increased by 5.3% to £2.8bn

= =A =2 =2 A - -2

The value of milk and milk products decreased by 1.8% to £4.4bn
1  The value of eggs increased by 11% to £730m
Environment

1 In 2020 utilised agricultural land use stood at 71% of the total area of the
United Kingdom

f Since the | ate 19900s nitrogen and phospl

1 A comparison of soil nutrient balances (in kg per hectare) from the year 2000
to 2019 shows a 24% decrease for nitrogen and a 46% decrease for
phosphate .

1 Estimated greenhouse gas and air pollution emissions from agriculture have
fallen between the year 2000 and the most recent data available:

0 In 2019 nitrous oxide emissions  have fallen by 9.6%
0 Methane emissions in 2019 have decreased by 9.9%
0 2019 data for ammonia show a decrease of 5.6%

1  The farmland bird index has decreased significantly since 1970 with the index
for all farmland species in 2019 less than half of 1970 levels.

Organics

i The area of land farmed organically increased by 0.8% to 489 thousand
hectares.

i The area in-conversion increased by 12% to just over 31 thousand hectares.
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Trade

1  The value of food, feed and drink exports  decreased by £3.7bn (15%) to
£21.4bn.

1  The value of food, feed a nd drink imports decreased by £3.2bn (6.2%) to
£48.0bn.

1  The trade gap in food, feed and drink increased by £0.5bn (2.0%) to £26.6bn.

Food chain

1 In 2019 the agri-food sector in the United Kingdom accounted for a total
estimated Gross Value Added (GVA) of £127bn or 6.4% of national GVA,
unchanged from 2018. The manufacturing sector increased 8.7%, followed by
the agriculture sector at 6.5%.

1 Employment in the agri-food sector fell by 1.0% over the 12-month period to
the fourth quarter of 2020 to just under 4 million. The largest decrease was in
wholesaling, falling by 17,000 employees (7.1%).

i  Total factor productivity  of the UK food chain beyond the farmgate rose by

0.9% between 2017 and 2018. Productivity in the wider economy rose by 0.1%
in 2018.
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Chapter 1 Key Events

Government and policy

The Countryside Stewardship application round for 2021 agreements opened in February
2020, providing an opportunity for more farmers and land managers to get ready for the
future and be paid for environmental work.

In April Defra launched the Pick for Britain website together with industry to help match
those who had lost their jobs or been furloughed with seasonal farm labour jobs across the
UK.

In April and in light of the disruption caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, the
RPA took the decision to extend by one month the window to submit applications for the
Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and make a claim for Countryside Stewardship (CS),
Environmental Stewardship (ES) and woodland legacy revenue payments.

The government also temporarily relaxed competition laws in March, which allowed
supermarkets to work together. This benefitted many dairy farmers and milk producers
who were able to redirect their milk supplies into retail suppliers. On 18 June the Dairy
Response Fund opened for applications from dairy farmers most affected by the disruption
to the hospitality sector and provided grants of up to £10,000 to help them to sustain their
businesses.

In June Defra launched a £6 million round of the Farming Recovery Fund to help eligible
farmers recover from the February flooding in parts of Herefordshire, Shropshire,
Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire and North and East
Yorkshire.

In July Defra announced that farmers would no longer need to comply with the EU-derived
greening requirements from the 2021 Basic Payment Scheme year.

In November the Agriculture Bill was passed into law to become the Agriculture Act 2020.

Later in the month, Defra | aundhedvhtitdr &Rat lou
roadmap for the Agricultural Transition Period. This included further details on the three

future environmental land management schemes; the Sustainable Farming Incentive,

Local Nature Recovery and Landscape Recovery, as well as plans to introduce a Farming
Investment Fund, a lump sum exit scheme and a scheme to support new entrants to the

sector.

In December Defra and the Home Office announced that the Seasonal Workers Pilot
would be extended for 2021 and expanded to grant 30,000 seasonal workers permission
to work on UK farms for a period of up to six months. This expansion formed part of a
package to support the horticulture sector, together with additional efforts to boost
domestic recruitment for the sector and a Defra-led review into the use of automation by
the sector.

On 24 December the government agreed a deal with the European Union, which
maintained zero tariffs and zero quotas on trade in goods between the UK and EU.

12



Agriculture in the United Kingdom 2020 i Chapter 1 Key Events

By December the Rural Payment Agency had successfully paid just under 98% of Basic
Payment Scheme (BPS) claims despite the challenges caused by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Key contextual factors

Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and EU Exit

The year 2020 saw two events of global significance impact in a wide-reaching way on all
aspects of farming and the food chain: the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the UK
leaving the EU. These impacted directly in a wide range of areas including markets, supply
chains and prices and indirectly by causing change, disruption and uncertainty.

Exchange rates

The relationship between the pound and euro has a key bearing on the fortunes of UK
farming. Direct subsidies received by farmers are set in euros then converted to sterling in
September each year. A strong euro therefore increases the value in pounds of the
payments for that year. In addition, the majority of UK exports of agricultural commodities
are made to the Eurozone. The pound weakened against the euro throughout 2016 and
2017. It remained stable but weak throughout 2018 and 2019, increasing the
competitiveness of UK exports but also pushing up the price of imports, including inputs
such as fertilisers and pesticides.

Weather (source: Met Office)

The UK experienced another year of extreme weather in 2020; it was both warmer and
sunnier than usual, but also one of the wettest years on record, resulting in flooding in
many areas.

Winter

Although an unremarkable month in terms of precipitation, January 2020 was notably
warm with monthly mean temperatures of 2.0 °C above average. February was also
warmer than average, but to a lesser degree. Nevertheless, three named storms occurred
in February which contributed to it being the wettest on record; many areas experienced
over three times the average total precipitation for that month.

Spring

March 2020 was a typical month in terms of temperature and precipitation but was sunnier
than usual in most areas of the UK (except Scotland). April 2020 was the sunniest on
record but was also one of the warmest and driest for most of the UK with monthly-mean
temperatures of 1.7 °C above average. The record-breaking dry, sunny weather continued
into May with England and Wales experiencing the driest and second driest May on
record, respectively. However, rainfall in May was above average in north-west Scotland
and some parts of central southern England. Whilst May 2020 was warmer than usual, a
cold spell between the 11 to the 15" meant that monthly-mean temperatures were only
1.0 °C above average.

Summer

Temperatures remained warmer than average (by 1.0 °C) in June 2020, but most northern
and western areas were duller than usual, and rainfall was well above average (double in
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some areas) for most of the UK, except Orkney, Shetland and south-east England. July
2020 was a cool month for much of the UK and continued to receive above-average
rainfall throughout many areas except southern England; monthly-mean temperatures
were 0.8 °C below average. The relatively cooler, wetter weather carried into August and
rainfall was 135% of average overall. However, a warm period between the 5" and 22" of
August meant that the whole month was warmer than average by 1.0 °C.

Aut umn

September 2020 was a particularly dry month across most of the UK (except Norfolk) with
some areas receiving less than half the average rainfall. September was sunnier than
average overall, but unremarkable in terms of temperature. The weather became more
unsettled in October and many locations received more than double the amount of normal
rainfall, despite a drier period from the 14" to the 18™. October was also duller than usual,
but again, experienced close to average temperatures. In November, western areas
continued to receive substantial rainfall, but eastern coastal counties were drier than usual.
November was also a particularly mild month with temperatures 1.5 °C above average
overall. Most of the UK also received substantial rainfall in December 2020, with more than
double the average in some areas, except Scotland and Northern Ireland. There were also
fewer frosts than normal in December due to temperatures being well above average
between the 10" and 23",

Animal Health

Avian influenza

In England in 2020 there were 14 outbreaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)
H5N8 in domestic poultry. This comprised of: five outbreaks in Norfolk, two in North
Yorkshire, and one occurrence per county of Devon, Dorset, Herefordshire,
Gloucestershire, Leicestershire, South Derbyshire and Worcestershire. In addition, there
was one outbreak of HPAI H5N1 in North Yorkshire. A further two outbreaks of low
pathogenic avian influenza occurred in Kent (H5N2) and East Staffordshire (H5N3).
Scotland recorded one outbreak of HPAI H5N8 in the Orkney Islands in 2020.

There were no outbreaks of HPAI and LPAI in Wales and Northern Ireland in 2020

Bovine Tuberculosis (bTB)
Note: More information on Bovine Tuberculosis can be found at the TB hub

The government published its response to the 2018 Godfray review of the strategy for
achieving bovine tuberculosis free status for England by 2038.

Despite the coronavirus pandemic, TB testing of cattle in England continued where, in

Oof ficial Veterinariansd (OVs6) judgements, it
government 6s public health guidance. empaarymnak e
changes were made. Movement restrictions were not placed on Officially TB Free herds in

England undergoing routine or targeted surveillance skin tests if animals under 180 days

of age were |l eft untested becauoehandiechsafeyWws 6 | u

The Veterinary Medicines Directorate granted permission for field trials of both the Cattle

BCG vaccine and the associated DIVA (Detecting infected Animals among vaccinated
animals) skin test.
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Following public consultation, the governme nt i nt r od u c ecdu Islcbo pbeu fffoerr 0z
around licensed badger vaccination sites in the Edge Area, located between the High and
Low Risk Areas.

Natural England (NE) licensed eleven new badger TB control areas in 2020. This brought

the total number of intensive culling areas in England to forty-four including two in the Low

Risk Area. NEOs Chi ef Scientific Adviser and Defrabéd
that the industry-led licensed culling operations in 2020 were again conducted effectively,

safely and humanely. NE also licenced seven new supplementary badger culling areas

bringing the total number of supplementary badger culling areas to ten.

The government also continue to support privately led, licensed badger vaccination in the
Edge Area. In its response to the Godfray Review in March 2020, the government set out
its ambition for wider deployment of badger vaccination in the future.

In 2020, Wales had the lowest number of new TB herd incidents recorded since 2002,
continuing the long-term downward trend of new incidents. Compared to 2019, there was a
20% decrease in the number of animals slaughtered for TB controls purposes. This
decrease is partly due to a revised inconclusive reactor policy implemented in early 2020.
In Wales, following discussions with industry, cattle testing inconclusive at standard
interpretation of the skin test in persistent breakdowns continue to be removed. However,
cattle testing inconclusive at severe interpretation will be subject to both a gamma
interferon test and an antibody test (IDEXX). No single test, or combination of tests for
bovine TB provides 100% test specificity or sensitivity. The skin test is the only official test
recognised for demonstrating Officially TB-Free status. The Welsh Government is using
alongside the skin test a number of ancillary tests such as the gamma test, the flexible
extended gamma test and the IDEXX Antibody Test, a blood test, which detects a different
immune response to bovine TB from the skin TB test and the Interferon-gamma test, to
improve the detection of bovine TB infected animals.

In Scotland, there were 14 new confirmed TB breakdowns, which is consistent with
another year of officially TB-free status. Scotland continue to monitor the effectiveness of
their surveillance programme. In 2020, this included a change to herd status policy for
mesenteric lesions in skin reactors, whereby a herd status will remain as officially TB free
suspended (OTFS), pending culture results, where mesenteric lesions only are found in
skin test reactors. This change was in light of relatively poor predictive values of
mesenteric lesions in skin reactors in Scotland.

In Northern Ireland, herd incidence for 2020 was 8.44% with animal incidence standing at
0.747%. Herd incidence has risen over the past year (from 7.84% in 2019) while animal
incidence has reduced slightly. Herd and animal incidence rates may have been affected
by the challenge of delivering the NI bTB programme during the coronavirus pandemic
(especially given disruption to herd testing in March and April), however, both indices
remain significantly below the high point reached in November 2017.

Since the restoration of the devolved institutions in January 2020 and the appointment of

Edwin Poots MLA as Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, significant

progress has taken place on the development of a new bTB Eradication Strategy for
Northern Ireland. The Strategy has been the p
the 2016 recommendations of the TB Strategic Partnership Group and subsequent public
consul tation on the Departmentds response.
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Chapter 2 Structure of Industry

Summary

Key results for 2020 compared to 2019

1

The Utilised Agricultural Area  (UAA) decreased by 1.5% to 17.3 million
hectares, covering 71% of land in the UK.

The total croppable area decreased by 1.8% to 6.0 million hectares.
The cereal crops area decreased by 5.4% to 3.0 million hectares.

The area of oilseed crops planted decreased by 24% to 415 thousand
hectares.

The total number of cattle and calves decreased by 1.3% to 9.6 million. The
beef and dairy herds remained largely unchanged at approximately 1.5 and 1.9
million animals, respectively.

Total pig numbers decreased by 0.5% to 5.1 million.
Sheep and lamb numbers decreased by 2.6% to 32.7 million.

The total labour force on commercial holdings decreased by 0.8% to 472
thousand.
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Introduction

The tables in this chapter show the size and structure of the agricultural industry in the
United Kingdom. They provide information on land use and livestock numbers, on the
distribution of these between holdings, on the labour force and the age of farm holders.

Data in this chapter are sourced primarily from the June Surveys of Agriculture carried out
in the four UK countries each year. The exceptions to this are the holder age data
(sourced from the EU Farm Structure Survey) and most of the land use data in Scotland
(sourced from Single Application Form (SAF) subsidy data). Also, cattle data are sourced
from the Cattle Tracing System (CTS) in England, Wales and Scotland and from the
equivalent Animal and Public Health Administration (APHIS) system in Northern Ireland.

From 2009 onwards, England data relate to commercial holdings only. The term
Acommer ci al 0 c boldngssvhich exceedBhregHoldsssecified in the EU
Farm Structure Survey Regulation EC 1166/2008. These thresholds are based on either
land and cropping areas or livestock numbers as follows:

1. More than 5 hectares of agricultural land, 1 hectare of orchards, 0.5 hectares of
vegetables or 0.1 hectares of protected crops

or
2. More than 10 cattle, 50 pigs, 20 sheep, 20 goats, or 1,000 poultry.

For more information on the June Survey and for more detailed results, please see the
pages for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Land use, crop areas and livestock numbers
(Figure 2.1, Tables 2.1 and 2.2)

Figure 2.1 Breakdown of croppable area on agricultural holdings, June 2020 compared to
2019
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