
Meeting of the National Committee for the Safety of Journalists

13 January 2021 10-11.30

Minutes

1. Welcome and introductions

The Minister for Safeguarding, chairing the meeting, welcomed the Committee and thanked
the members for their input into the National Action Plan, reiterating the operational
independence of law enforcement and  the freedom of the press.

2. Update on international media freedom work

The Minister for South Asia and the Commonwealth, Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, updated
the committee on the work HMG is conducting in increasing international support for Media
Freedom through the Media Freedom Coalition. It is important for the UK to lead by example
and the National Committee for the Safety of Journalists and the National Action Plan will
strengthen our position internationally.

[Lord Ahmad left the meeting]

3. Introduction to the National Action Plan

The Minister for Safeguarding introduced the plan emphasising its aim was to reduce the
number of attacks and threats on journalists in the UK and provide practical help and
support. The plan itself will continue to evolve and be updated as needed. Janis
Makarewich-Hall, Deputy Director for Press, Radio and Media Freedom at DCMS and
Michael Cordy, Head of the Police Integrity Unit at the Home Office explained the structure of
the plan, its key themes and plans for monitoring delivery against it.

[The Minister for Safeguarding left the meeting]

Committee members provided comments and reflection on the document, noting their
involvement in its development and making suggestions on material that could be covered in
future iterations. The committee endorsed the document and noted that it would be
published soon, once the government approval process was complete.

4. Survey findings and personal experiences of abuse and harassment

Samantha Harman, Head of Media at Oxford Brookes University and former Group Editor for
Newsquest Oxfordshire, presented the findings of her survey into threats and abuse against
journalists. She highlighted how women in particular face increasing levels of abuse; the
challenges created by online anonymity; the significant impact on journalists' and editors’
mental health, and the willingness or otherwise of individuals to remain within the profession.
She noted the particular importance of training on safety issues for journalists.

5. Any other business



There was no other business.

6. Wrap up and next steps

The Minister for Media and Data thanked attendees, and noted that the National Action Plan
would be published in due course, and that the next meeting would take place in July.
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