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3.13. Assessments of the external wall should also include assessment of the 
potential impact of any attachments to the external wall.  Particular attention 
should be paid to any risk of fire spread from balconies and other attachments 
containing combustible materials.  Further advice on this is included in section 7 
below.  

3.14. Some products in existing residential buildings are likely to have achieved 
Class B-s3,d2 or Class 0. These classifications are not on their own evidence 
that a system is safe. The combustibility of the material beyond the direct surface 
of the product may contribute to fire spread of the external walls of buildings and 
therefore should be included in the assessment as a whole (such as the core 
materials of metal composite panels or sandwich panels).  It may be appropriate, 
subject to expert advice and supported by test evidence, to retain cladding panels 
achieving class B-s3,d2 if any filler material within the products and any insulation 
material achieves Class A2-s3,d2 or better. 

3.15. Where it has been determined that the external wall system does not meet an 
appropriate standard of safety, building owners should inform their local Fire and 
Rescue Service and put in place appropriate short-term interim measures as set
out in section 11 on Interim Measures below.  For the avoidance of doubt, the 
removal of unsafe material and action to remediate unsafe wall systems should 
be carried out as soon as possible.

Gathering information on test evidence
3.16. External wall systems on existing buildings may incorporate insulation 

products, filler material, etc. which do not meet Class A2-s3,d2 or better
(previously referred to as limited combustibility) but which has been subjected to 
a successful BR135 classification following a BS 8414 test.  External wall
systems rely upon correct design detailing and construction of cavity barriers, fire 
stopping and in some cases external renders to inhibit fire spread.   Building 
owners should seek professional advice on whether the external wall has been 
installed correctly, and as per the BS 8414 test, and maintained as recommended 
by the manufacturer/supplier.

3.17. BS 8414 tests that have led to a BR135 certification should be available from 
manufacturers and can sometimes be accessed via their websites.  The Building 
Research Establishment (BRE) has published a list of BS 8414 tests it has 
conducted that have achieved BR135 certificates and this can be found here  - 
www.bre.co.uk/regulatory-testing.  

http://www.bre.co.uk/regulatory-testing


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/aluminium-composite-material-cladding
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/aluminium-composite-material-cladding








https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no7
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-dclg-bs-8414-test-no6


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safety-checks-on-private-residential-blocks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safety-checks-on-private-residential-blocks








https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-test-report-mhclg-bs-8414-hpl




http://www.bre.co.uk/filelibrary/Fire%20and%20Security/FI---Fire-safety-and-balconies-July-16.pdf
http://www.bre.co.uk/filelibrary/Fire%20and%20Security/FI---Fire-safety-and-balconies-July-16.pdf










http://www.feta.co.uk/associations/hevac/specialist-groups/smoke-control-association
http://www.feta.co.uk/associations/hevac/specialist-groups/smoke-control-association


https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/fire-safety-purpose-built-04b.pdf


http://www.cfoa.org.uk/19532


http://www.local.gov.uk/fire-safety-purpose-built-flats




http://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/Grenfell-Tower
http://www.nationalfirechiefs.org.uk/Grenfell-Tower
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/fire-safety-purpose-built-04b.pdf


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/859279/Annex_A_-_Assurance_and_Assessment_of_Fire_Doors_-_January_2020.pdf

	1. Background
	Context
	Summary

	2. Expert Panel Advice - Principles
	3. Reviewing the Safety of External Wall Systems
	4. Aluminium Composite Material Panels
	5. High Pressure Laminate Panels
	6. Spandrel panels
	7. Balconies
	8. External Wall Insulation (EWI) systems with a render or brick-slip finish
	9. Smoke Control Systems
	10. Fire Doors
	11. Short-Term Interim Measures
	Annex A – Assurance and Assessment of Fire Doors



