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Since 1999, the UK’s Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) and its
forerunner departments Offshore Energy SEA programme has funded a significant number of
marine surveys and research projects to improve the information base for strategic assessment
and activity specific consenting. The reports of, and data from, these studies are publicly available
and deposited in the SEA data archive hosted by the British Geological Survey.

The authors and researchers involved in BEIS SEA studies have been encouraged to submit
papers for peer reviewed publication. A list of recent publications is given below arranged
chronologically under 3 headings: Birds, Marine mammals (and noise), and Seabed and water
column. Where available, links to the paper or journal are included.
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BEIS Offshore Energy SEA

The SEA process aims to help inform licensing and leasing decisions by considering the
environmental implications of a plan/programme and the activities which could result from its
implementation. Since 1999, the Department has conducted a series of offshore energy SEAs, the
latest covering wind, tidal stream and tidal range, carbon dioxide and hydrocarbon gas storage,
and oil & gas.

Since the first SEA, the associated research programme has targeted key information gaps on the
marine environment and potential industrial impacts, to inform the SEA process, developers,
consenting bodies and others. Research priorities are discussed with the SEA Steering Group and
a range of other stakeholders.

For more information on the OESEA programme, visit the offshore SEA web pages on
https://www.gov.uk/ or email oep@beis.gov.uk
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