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10 March 2006

Thank you for your letter of 3 February 2006 requesting Home Office
documents relating to the reasons for disbanding the Metropolitan Police War
Crimes Unit in 1999. Your request has been handled in accordance with the
terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

After having carefully considered your request and examined records for the
period you suggested between 1 January 1998 and 31 December 1999, the
information you requested is enclosed.

| should explain that the decision to disband the Unit was an operational
decision for the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police and that
responsibility for this area of work was passed to another unit within the
Metropolitan Police. Similarly the conclusions reached by the Unit were
operational matters for the Commissioner and, where files were submitted for
consideration of prosecution, the Crown Prosecution Service. Home Office
Ministers have no role in these matters.

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may request an independent
internal review of our handling of your request by submitting your complaint
to:

Information Policy Team

Information and Record Management Service

Home Office

4th Floor, Seacole Building

2 Marsham Street

London SW1P 4DF



During the independent review the depariment’s handling of your information
request will be reassessed by staff who were not involved in providing you
with this response. Should you remain dissatisfied after this internal review,
you will have a right of complaint to the Information Commissioner as
established by section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.

| hope that you find this information of interest, and would like to assure you
that you have been supplied with all relevant information that the Home Office
holds.

Yours sincerely,



War Crimes ~ briefing for Margares Beckett 24 June 1999

Lines to take

= Anthony Saworuk was recentdy prosecuted and convicted under the War Crimes

Act, e has been sentenced to life imprisonmeont and there is an sppeal pending,

in April 1996 Szymon Serafinowicz was commtied for taal from o the Central

Criminal Court on allegations of the murder of Jewish civilians in Belarus. In January

1997 a jury at the Centra! Caminal Courr found the defendant unfit to stand tral.

Subsequently the Auorney General entered 4 Nolle Prosequi due to the defendant’s

failing mental health, Mr Serafinowicz bas stace died.

o There have been numercus other cases investigated, but these have been the only
twao prosecutions. There is orie owstanding case with the Crown Prosccunon
Service. _

e The War Criraes Unit in tae Metropobran Police Service recently closed, as there
were o more leads for the police to investigate. I new evidence were to come up
this would be investigated by the police, but nor through a specific War Crimes Unit,

Background _

The War Crimes Act gives the cousts jutisdiction over murder, manslaughter and
culpable homicide committed as violations of the laws and customs of the war dunng the
Second World War in Germany or German-held tesritory by people who are now British
cirizens or resident in the UK, Channel Tslands or the Isie of Man, irrespective of their
aationality at the material time.
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War Crimes, dishbanding of unii

& F"i'hgr‘&?;; Crimes Unit 121 the Metropolitan Police recenily closed, as there were no
more leads for the police w nvestigate. 1 new evidence were 1o come up this
would be investigated by the police, bt noi throu gh a specific War Crimes Uit

e There is onc outstanding case with the Crown Prosecution Service.

e Anthony Saweoniuk was recenily prosecited and convicted under the War Crimes
Act. He has now been sentenced but there is an appeal pending.

culpable homicide commiiicd as wolations of the laws and customs of the war dunng
the Second World War in Germany or German-held termitory by people who are now

British citizens or resident in the UK, Chaanel Islands or the Isle of Man, imespective
of their nationality at the material tine.




